
Bill Bremner, Athlete 
Bill Bremner, a 1960 
graduate of Lynden 
High School, left a big 
mark on his alma mater, 
making a name for 
himself in both sports 
and academics. A 
fourth-generation 
Lynden native, his 
great-grandfather 
homesteaded in the 

Lynden area in 1880, and Bremner still owns a piece of 
that original acreage. His loyalty to Lynden goes deep, 
and even though he now works for the University of 
Washington, he says he would rather watch the Lions play 
than the Huskies. Skipping a year in grade school, 
Bremner was ahead of the game academically, so in sports, 
he was always young for his grade, making his 
accomplishments all the more amazing. 

A three-year starter for the Lions, Bremner was called 
"one of the all-time smoothest and smartest basketball 
players on the court" by Coach Jake Maberry. As a 
sophomore, his squad advanced to the Class A state 
tournament at the College of Puget Sound, where they took 
5th place after coming through the consolation round. As 
the only returning starter for the Lions during his junior 
year, he helped his team go 18-3 during the regular season. 
Lynden then went on to win the district title thanks to 
Bremner's free throw in overtime to beat Mt. Baker, 
41 -40; this was the first time since 1948 that the Lions had 
won the district crown. At State, they repeated their 
fifth-place finish , and Bremner was named to the 2nd team 
all-state squad. Coach Maberry remembers Bremner as 
"an outstanding defensive as well as offensive player." 

The 1959-60 season included another district 
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championship for the Lions. They beat Nooksack Valley 
in the final , and Bremner was named to the 1st team 
all-district squad. At state, the 16 year-old, 6 '3" forward 
led his team to a fourth place finish , giving the Lions a 
9-3 record in the first three years of the Class A 
tournament, the best of any school io the state. Bremner • 
finished off his high school career by being named to the 
all-state first team. 

In retrospect, Bremner acknowledges that playing for 
Jake and playing with a great bunch of guys are what 
stand out as the highlights for him. His teammates felt 
the same way about him, as Howard Heppner credits him 
with being "not only a skilled basketball player, but a 
fine gentleman and a very humble person." Bremner also 
fondly recalls playing Bellingham six times over the 
three years he played and beating them all six times, an 
accomplishment especially significant to him since his 
wife, Jane, was from Bellingham. 

After graduating at the age of 16, Bremner headed to 
Harvard, the first person from Lynden to do so, and 
graduated from there in J 964. Bremner continued his 
studies at the University of Washington, where he 
received his MD. Since receiving his degree, Bremner 
has served as the chairman of the Department of Internal 
Medicine, the largest department at UW, with a faculty 
of 750. His department provides doctors for the three 
major teaching hospitals in Seattle, and although his 
employment has covered three decades, he has no plans 
to retire any time soon. 

Because of his many accomplishments and the fact that 
he is a role model to young students and athletes, 
Bremner was named Lynden High School's Alumni of 
the Year in 2008. 
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