
Bruce Taubenheim, Athlete 

Bruce Taubenheim has 
been a part of Whatcom 
County sports since he 
moved here from 
Nebraska as a young 
boy. In high school , he 
was a three-sport 
athlete, lettering in 
basketball his senior 
year and in football and 

baseball his sophomore through senior years. His 1955 
Lion football team ended their season with a 7-1 record, 
their only loss corning from Ferndale . Along with being 
named Most Inspirational Player, he also was recognized 
as an outstanding halfback, carrying the ball 94 times for 
490 total yards , an impressive 5.2 yards per carry average. 
His senior year he was offered a full football scholarship to 
Eastern Washington University but instead chose to stay 
closer to home to play baseball and pursue an education 
degree at Western Washington State College. 

On the basketball court, Taubenheim played guard for 
Coach Rosevelt Bergmann 's final season, where the Lions 
took third in district behind Blaine and Bellingham. 

Best known for his abilities behind home plate, 
Taubenheim caught teammate Bob Assink, and their teams 
won the league title twice. While he was a Lion , his career 
batting average was over .350. He was named Most 
Inspirational Player his sophomore and senior years. 
During the summers , beginning in high school and 
continuing through college , Taubenheim also played junior 
league and summer league fastpitch for North Washington 
Implement, where he caught pitcher Terry De Valois, 
Lynden's long-time athletic director. 

Graduating from high school in 1956, Taubenheim went 
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on to catch for Western Washington State College, 
starting there all four years. During his junior season, his 
team made it to the NAIA national tournament in Alpine , 
Texas, where they placed 4th. While at college, he 
batted well over .300, and he caught teammate Roger 
Repoz, the last Whatcom County native to play at the 
Major League level until Ty Taubenheim (Bruce's 
grandson) played for the Blue Jays in 2006. Repoz was 
drafted by the New York Yankees to "take Joe 
DiMaggio's place ," _according to Taubenheim. 

After receiving his teaching degree from Western in 
1960, Taubenheim taught math in Auburn for three 
years, then Highline for four , before returning home to 
Whatcom County , landing a teaching job in the Meridian 
School District in 1967. After a couple years of 
teaching, he became the Meridian High School assistant 
principal for two years before becoming the Meridian 
Middle School principal for the remainder of his career. 

While he was at the high school, he served as assistant 
football coach under head coach John Abbot. Along 
with attending numerous athletic and extra-curricular 
events , Taubenheim also ran the score clock at high 
school basketball games and he refereed and umpired 
middle school home football and baseball games. While 
serving as the middle school principal, he gained a 
reputation of being a great supporter and promoter of 
middle school sports. During his years there, he saw a 
great increase in girls' sports offerings and the addition 
of a wrestling program . 

In 1999, Taubenheim received the prestigious Elmer 
Clarkson Meritorious Award in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to promote extra-curricular 
activities within the NWIAA. 
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