
Sally Hersman, Meritorious Service 

As the first female 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame, Sally (Turf) 
Hersman has 
contributed greatly to 
the athletic department 
at Lynden High School. 

A native of Coos Bay, 
Oregon, Hersman 

enjoyed much success while attending Marshfield High 
School, earning a total of twelve varsity letters in 
swimming, basketball , and track. In track, she held the 
school record in the javelin for many years, and in 
swimming she aJso held the 100 fly school record. Last 
year, Hersman was inducted into the Marshfield High 
School Hall of Fame for her contributions as a member of 
the 1972 state champion track team. 

At the University of Oregon, Hersman continued her 
athletic prowess, collecting nine varsity letters during her 
four years there. She played JV volleyball as a freshman 
and later became the varsity team manager; at the same 
time, she got her certification to referee and did so while 
attending school. During basketball season, she started as 
the varsity point guard aJI four years, and during the 
summers, she worked at summer camps for both the men 's 
and women 's programs. As a freshman and sophomore, 
Hersman competed in track, qualifying for nationals in the 
javelin her first year. By the time she was a junior, she 
had declared her major in physical education, so she tried 
out for fast pitch and played outfield as a way of getting 
more background in that sport. During her senior year, she 
student taught at North Eugene High School, where she 
helped coach tennis. A lifetime member of Oregon 's 

Letterman's Club and the alumni association, she 
continues to hold ties to her home state. 

After graduating from college in 1976, Hersman coached 
volleyball, basketball , and track in Oregon for four years 
before heading north to Lynden in 1980. 

Hersman's impact on Lynden was powerful from the 
moment she arrived. Hired as the girls' PE teacher, she 
also took on year-round coaching positions: assistant 
volleyball, head basketball , and head girls' track. After 
that, she moved to head coach of the volleyball team and 
coached basketball for two more years. When her first 
son, Scott, was born, she quit coaching track and 
concentrated on volleyball, enjoying success with teams 
that advanced to state and finished in the top twelve there 
almost every year. Her teams won a pair of district 
championships and placed as high as eighth at the state 
tournament. Her second son, Eric, was born ten days 
after the volleyball state championship tournament in 
1990, and that was the year she stepped down from 
coaching. 

Although her coaching career had ended, Hersman found 
other ways to contribute, starting with running the clock 
for girls' basketball games and then for the boys' JV 
basketball games. For the past ten years, she has been 
running the chains for football, starting with the 
freshman and JV squads and then adding the varsity. She 
now runs chains for all home football games. 

According to long-time Lynden athletic director, Terry 
DeValois, "Sally's greatest strength is her willingness to 
help at every game in any capacity-she was and is a 
true supporter of LHS sports." 
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