
Adrian Jorissen, Athlete 
A 1944 graduate 

of Lynden High School , 
Adrian Jorissen excelled 
on a variety of playing 
fields at different levels. 

In basketball, 
Jorissen was an impor
tant component of 
Coach Elbert Isom's 
rebuilding year when 
the class of 1942 

graduated after placing fourth in state. Playing center as a 
junior with the other two veterans, senior guard Jim 
Beemink and junior guard Ed Boice, Jorissen helped the 
team continue the winning tradition in Whatcom County. 
Because of travel restrictions imposed during WWII, 
Coach Isom scheduled games only in the county, where the 
Lions were unbeaten and enjoyed a thirty-game league 
winning streak. Even though the state tournament was 
cancelled that year due to the travel restrictions , Jorissen 
led the team in scoring in 8 of 12 league games played. 
Considered an all-around great athlete by his teammates 
and coaches, Jorissen also excelled on the baseball field·as 
a pitcher for the Lions under Coach Fred Rockey. Base
ball was the sport he loved best, and it was the one he 
played for the longest amount of time . 

After graduating from LHS, Jorissen attended Wash
ington State College (now WSU), where he received a 
scholarship to play basketball. He scored 68 points in the 

two years he played, but his time on the court ended 
when he suffered from blood on the knee as a result of 
diving for the ball . He also played baseball for three 
seasons and had success on the mound and in the field. 
His brother Hank joined him there as a catcher, as did 
Bellingham star Clayton Carr, also a catcher. For 
football, he was rightfully proud of making the traveling 
team for the Cougs even though he had never played in 
high school because Lynden could not afford the equip
ment to offer it. 

After leaving Pullman , Jorissen played baseball for 
the Bellingham Bells under manager Joe Martin, and he 
also suited up with the Seattle Rainiers in the summer. 
His pitching career came to an end when he suffered joint 
issues from pitching too many double-headers . 
Jorissen taught and coached basketball in Joyce, Wash
ington, before moving to Hoquiam, where he taught and 
coached baseball for a year. Later in life, Jorissen 
claimed, "Teaching was the toughest job I ever had." 
After that, Jorissen returned to Whatcom County, where 
he worked for 30 years at Mt. Baker Plywood. He was 
instrumental in establishing what is now the Lynden 
Youth and Sports Program, and children 's sports were 
always special to him. During his retirement years , he 
enjoyed coaching his grandchildren and attending local 
sporting events . 

Jorissen is remembered as a man who had a "great 
heart", both on and off the playing field, and he leaves 
behind a legacy of athletic success. 
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