
Doug Smith, Athlete 

A three-sport 
athlete, Doug Smith 
grew up hearing about 
his uncles ' sports 
accomplishments at 
Lynden High School. 
His uncles , the Jorissen 
brothers , had established 
themselves as strong 
competitors long before 
Smith arrived on the 

scene. Following in their footsteps was a natural thing for 
him to do. 

In high school, Smith played the halfback position on 
the Lions ' football squad, receiving honorable mention on 
the 1960 National High School All-American Football 
Team. His senior year, the Lions ended their regular 
season undefeated and unscored on . He ended the season 
with an impressive 14 touchdowns and 3 point-after 
attempts for a total of 87 points scored against the oppo
nents. Teammate John Clark, the Lion 's quarterback at the 
time, remembers "throwing a lot of screen passes to Smith 
and then watching him take off down the field." 

On the basketball court, he was a member of Lynden 's 
first state championship team - team that held their What
com County opponents to no more than 50 points per game 
all season. A highlight of that season came in the second 
round of the state playoffs, when Smith hit a pair of 
buckets late in the game to hold off Fife with a 45-42 
victory and put the Lions into the semi-final game with 
Selah. Coach Jake Maberry remembers Smith as "the best 
defensive guard" he ever coached. 

Smith also excelled at baseball, where he played 
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shortstop. During his senior season, the Lions took 
second place with a 9-2 record. Receiving scholarship 
offers from the UW and WSU, Smith chose to follow in 
his uncles' footsteps to Pullman, where he had the 
pleasure of playing with some outstanding ballplayers , 
including John Olerud, Sr. There, he was a utility 
infielder and even had a stint on the mound. During the 
summers, he played for the Bellingham Bells and the 
Deming Loggers. 
While at WSU, Smith married a former Lynden cheer
leader, Sherry Crabtree, who was also attending there. 
Shortly after graduation, the Vietnam War called him into 
the Air Force , where he initially specialized in communi
cations electronics. He then became a pilot and flew 
C-141 cargo airplanes, F-4 fighters, and the OV-10 
forward air controller airplane. While in Vietnam, Smith 
was nominated for the Silver Star and received the 
Aviator's Valor Award for professionalism and courage 
while flying the F-4. 

After leaving the Air Force, Smith and his wife 
moved to Renton with their three sons, and he went to 
work in the flight training department of Boeing. After 
29 years, Smith finished his career as a flight operations 
engineering manager and retired to Kent in 2003. 
Smith notes , "Being included in the Hall of Fame is a 
great honor, and I appreciate the recognition. Playing my 
last game wearing the green and gold was a sad moment, 
especially knowing that my association with teammates 
and coaches had come to an end. Jake Maberry, in 
particular, had a huge impact on me in those years, and 
he remains a big part of my many wonderful sports' 
memories." 
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