
Elmer Clarkson, Administra'tor I Coach 
Elmer 

Clarkson's colleagues 
had a saying: "If you 
couldn't get along 
with Elmer, you 
couldn't get along 
with anybody." One 
of Lynden 's most 
legendary administra
tors, Clarkson is 

remembered for his many contributions to student 
activities in both the schools and the community. 
After graduating from WSC (now WSU) in 1929, 
Clarkson began his career in Ferndale as a teacher and 
a coach. As a part of the war effort, he spent three 
years working at X-Ray Laboratory of Pacific Car 
and Foundry Company in Renton. 

Hired by Principal Elbert Isom and Superinten
dent William Fisher in 1946, Clarkson joined the staff 
at Lynden High School as a science teacher and 
football coach. Lynden had been without a football 
team since 1913, and they had difficulty finding a · 
field on which to play, but Clarkson helped organize 
and establish a program that has developed into a 
state powerhouse. As a coach, Clarkson considered 
every player on the team to be equally important, and 
he was well-respected for his ability to lead and his 
fairness in the treatment of others. 

In 1954 when Isom took over Fisher's job as 
superintendent, Clarkson became the principal at 
Lynden High School, where he would spend the 
next 13 years. During this time, he had a strong 
impact on the school and community, and his staff 
members considered him "one of the best princi
pals" in the state. He became a leader in the North
west District and represented Whatcom County for 
several years on the Northwest District One Execu
tive Board as its president. He was also a member 
of the WIAA Representative Assembly. 

Clarkson retired in 1967 after 34 years in educa
tion , at which time he served as a sales staff member 
at Hinton Chevrolet-Olds Company in Lynden. He 
was also a member of the United Church of Fern
dale and the Ferndale Lodge #264. 

The Elmer Clarkson Scholarship was established 
in 1970 in memory of Clarkson and is currently 
funded by donations from various individuals and 
businesses. It is awarded yearly to students who 
exemplify Clarkson's work, and the criteria for 
receiving it include the following qualifications: a 
better-than-average GPA, a friendly concern for 
other people, honesty, sportsmanship, humility, and 
participation in school life. 

Clarkson left an imprint on the Lynden School 
District through his years of devoted service and his 
commitment to students, staff, and community. 
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