
Doug Bedford 
Doug Bedford is being inducted into the inaugural De Soto High School Hall of Fame Class of 2018 for his 
excellence in Activities and Academics during his time as a student, as well as his Distinguished Service 
to the De Soto High School community and his country as an adult. A graduate of the DHS Class of 1983, 
Doug Bedford was an accomplished and highly decorated athlete in football, wrestling, and track. As a 
football star, Mr. Bedford was an All-League Football First Team member at quarterback during the 1981 
and 1982 seasons, setting records at the position. In wrestling, he advanced to the state tournament 
twice, and he set records at the time for pins in one season and escapes in one season. In addition to 
earning Varsity letters on three separate occasions for football and wrestling, Mr. Bedford also earned 
three Varsity letters in track.  
 
Doug Bedford’s excellence extended beyond athletics as well. He performed in the band, theatre 
department, and madrigals. Under Mary Etta Copeland’s direction in madrigals, he performed in the All 
State Choir three times, earning All State Soloist honors in 1981 and 1983. He also performed in 
numerous musicals, including either lead or supporting roles in The Wizard of Oz, Brigadoon, The King 
and I, Westside Story, and Damn Yankees. Mr. Bedford was part of Thespians all four years, and he was a 
member of the National Honor Society. His activities only enhanced his academic performance, and he 
graduated seventh in his senior class.  
 
While Doug Bedford’s time at De Soto High School was impressive, his commitment to his nation and his 
community after graduation are his greatest accomplishments. He was a member of the U.S. Navy for 
eight years (1989-1997), including seven years as a decorated Navy Seal. While there, his service earned 
many commendations, including most outstanding recruit at boot camp and an award for military 
excellence. He was part of Seal Team 3, which saw action in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 
Mr. Bedford also served his community as a part of the Johnson County Sheriff’s Office (1987-1989) and 
the JCSO from 1997 to the present day, currently holding the position of Undersheriff. Additionally, 
Doug Bedford attended Ottawa University and Emporia State University, continuing his football career, 
and he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Business Management from the University of Phoenix.  
 
Mr. Bedford is a father of two students who attended De Soto High School, and he has actively 
supported the school district by raising money for school activities and donating time to De Soto High 
School. Ultimately, Mr. Bedford’s commitment to De Soto High School and its community is second to 
none, and he has earned a place in the inaugural De Soto High School Hall of Fame Class of 2018. 
 


