
Mary Etta Copeland: 
Mary Etta Copeland earned a place in the inaugural De Soto High School Hall of Fame Class of 2018 with 
50 years of dedicated service to public education, including 49 years in the De Soto School District. Mary 
Etta is most recognized as the DHS vocal music director for over 40 years, from 1976 until 2016. During 
that time, she directed 40 musicals, and she directed students who participated in KSHSAA Music 
Festivals, KMEA Regional and State performances, as well as numerous Barbershop Quartet 
competitions and other musical opportunities and competitions. Every year she qualified at least one 
student and sometimes as many as four for a KMEA State Conference Performance. Mrs. Copeland’s 
soloists, small ensembles, and choruses have all received I ratings throughout the years. She also was 
instrumental in developing, nominating, and preparing students for the Johnson County Arts Council 
Shooting Stars Award since its inception in 1997. Over the years, her choirs performed across the 
country, including at Carnegie Hall in New York.  
 
Mary Etta Copeland’s dedication to public service extends beyond her time as the vocal music director 
at DHS. She was an active member of the Kansas Music Educator’s Conference and American Choral 
Director’s Association. In addition to her talents with vocal performers, she served as the cheerleading 
coach at DHS for over 20 years and the FCA Sponsor for over a decade. She also taught Psychology at De 
Soto High School.  
 
In addition to the De Soto High School Hall of Fame Induction, Mary Etta Copeland has achieved 
numerous awards and recognitions. She was inducted into the Kansas Teachers’ Hall of Fame in 1997 
and was a finalist for the National Teachers Hall of Fame in 2015. She was selected to be the Region 3 
Secondary Kansas Teacher of the Year in 2001. Mrs. Copeland also had an arrangement of the Star 
Spangled Banner dedicated to her and her choirs by Brad Printz.  
 
Mary Etta Copeland retired in 2017 after 50 years of dedication to public education and 49 years 
devoted to the students of USD232. She is joined in the inaugural class by her husband Richard 
Copeland, who also dedicated his life to De Soto High School and her students’ performances 
throughout the years.  
 


