
Richard Copeland 
Richard Copeland earned a place in the inaugural De Soto High School Hall of Fame Class of 2018 for 
Distinguished Service to De Soto High School and its communities. For over 40 years, Richard supported 
his wife Mary Etta Copeland’s students, attending and supporting every music festival, music 
competition, cheerleading clinic, musical, and any other activity the De Soto High School Choir was 
participating in. No matter the event, Richard’s support of students, the school district, and the larger 
community for over four decades was unparalleled.    
 
Richard Copeland graduated from Garnett High School in 1958 and continued his education with a 
degree from Ottawa University in 1962 and the Central Baptist Theological Seminary in 1965. His 
experiences as a minister helped him to support the citizens of the De Soto community and the students 
of the high school by giving advice and emotional support throughout his time here. He was the 
basketball team chaplain under coach Gary McCloud in the 1970’s, and he supported students as a bus 
driver for close to 30 years, driving students to numerous activities. Additionally, Richard Copeland 
supported the larger De Soto community, being part of the committee that got the first swimming pool 
to De Soto and giving free diving lessons once it was installed. He was also part of the Jaycees 
organization that brought an ambulance service to De Soto before De Soto was part of the Johnson 
County system. He participated as a volunteer worker with that program.  
 
Although Richard Copeland’s distinguished service is tied closely with his wife’s career, Richard served 
the students of De Soto High School and its community in his own right. His contributions can be 
described by excerpts from this letter, written by a DHS graduate:  
 

“I can't remember anyone ever complementing me, with the exception of you. For whatever 
reason, every time we had an event with Mary Etta, and you were there, you spoke to me. . . 
and seemed genuinely interested in me as a person. . . .Your simple act changed me as a person 
and helped me realize that maybe I'm not as bad or as dumb as others have made me think I 
am. You made me think that maybe, just maybe, I'm as smart, good and disciplined as anyone 
else. . . Mr. Copeland I than began to pray for change, and change came . . .I went from being a 
fat kid that couldn't do a pull-up, to a United States Marine. I went from a kid who failed history 
and a D average, to an adult with two degrees. . . .God has blessed me Mr. Copeland... And I'm 
not going to forget the few people like you who saw something in me that others did not.” 

 
In all, Richard Copeland devoted his life to the students of De Soto High School and the larger 
community, and he joins his wife Mary Etta Copeland in the inaugural De Soto High School Hall of Fame 
Class of 2018 for Distinguished Service.  
 


