
R ain, Rain go away…” On a cold and 

rainy night at Highlander Stadium, 

our Indians took on an Oak Hills team that 

was looking to save its season 

with an upset win. It looked 

like it may happen early on, as 

the Highlanders jumped out to 

an early three-point lead. How-

ever, the Fairfield offense final-

ly decided to wake up and the defense 

buckled down, and our Indians cruised to 

a 41-10 win last Friday night.  

“Next man up” is a term that is 

used in sports to describe when a starting 

player can’t play, and his backup must 

step up and perform just as well as the 

starter who cannot play. That was the case 

for our Indians Friday night, as the injury 

and sickness bug hit us square in the 

mouth. Offensively, the Indians were rely-

ing on three sophomore offensive lineman 

to keep one of the most explosive offenses 

in Ohio rolling. While it was no surprise 

that junior RB JuTahn McClain (19 car-

ries, 164 yds., 3 TDs), senior QB Jeff 

Tyus (2 TDs), senior  TE Erick All (1 

TD) and junior WR Sawiaha Ellis were 

dominating, it was the play of some other 

guys that really has the coaching staff ex-

cited. Sophomore offensive linemen Con-

ner Snively, Brandon Smith and Ethan 

Tyla executed and dominated the line of 

scrimmage, leading to 400 yards of 

total offense in really only one half of 

football. Senior WR Hajiere Pitts con-

tinues to shine and improve, 

and electrified the crowd 

with a dazzling 66-yard run 

that got “Uncle 

Mo” (momentum) back on 

our side in the 2nd quarter.  

The defense continues to get 

better and faster, as it dominated the 

Highlanders early and often. Leading 

the way defensively were senior LBs 

Del Thomas (8 tackles, 1 TFL, 2 

sacks, 1 fumble recovery) and Eli Hat-

field (8 tackles and a forced fumble) 

and senior DL Greg Fitzpatrick (3 

sacks and 3 QB hurries). Junior LB 

Antuan Hill stepped up and was 

making plays all over the field. This 

unit has steadily improved over and is 

peaking at just the right time!  

It will take a monumental effort 

this week to stop what has been, for a 

long, long time, the best team in our 

conference – the Colerain Cardinals. 

Our Indians next travel to Colerain for 

a GMC title battle as the two remain-

ing undefeated teams in the confer-

ence square off. Kickoff is 7 p.m. Fri-

day at Cardinal Stadium. We NEED 

your SUPPORT this week – get your 

tickets early and see you at The Cage!  
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