
Learning to win on the road is one of 

the hardest things that any good football 

must learn how to do. It takes a certain 

level of mental fortitude, 

toughness, and competitive 

spirit to overcome the travel, 

cramped and unfamiliar locker 

rooms, and crowd noise. Our 

Indians passed their first diffi-

cult road test this past week-

end by defeating the Spring-

field Wildcats, 16-12, in a game that was 

not quite as close as the score indicated.  

Once again, the defense was dominat-

ing, holding a vaunted Springfield offense 

to barely 200 yards of total offense and 

pitching a shutout for almost the entirety 

of the game before allowing two late TDs 

after the game was out of reach. However, 

these types of mental lapses must be cor-

rected if this team will be the team we 

know we are capable of being.  

Continuing his stellar play, senior DL 

LJ France (2 sacks) was dominating, 

living in the backfield and causing havoc 

all night long. Junior DL Brandon Smith 

(1 sack) was also a monster in the middle, 

disrupting the offense time and time 

again! Senior LB Brandon Weinberg 

proved to be a playmaking ballhawk with 

an interception that ended what could have 

been a promising drive for the Wildcats. 

Senior co-captain LB Phoenix Porter pro-

vided consistency in the middle of the 

“D.” In the secondary, senior DB Dee 

Bryant continued to improve and 

made a critical pass breakup (PBU) at 

the end of the first half on a ball 

thrown into the end zone. 

While our Indians did not set 

the stat sheet on fire offen-

sively, the growth made up 

front by a young and emerg-

ing offensive line was very 

encouraging. The offense 

had a hard time in the first 

half with consistently moving the ball 

against a big, fast, aggressive defense. 

Senior QB Sawiaha Ellis (2 rushing 

TDs) finally put the Indians on the 

board midway through the 2nd quarter 

for a 7-0 halftime lead. After some 

very simple halftime adjustments, the 

coaches put the game in the hands of 

senior co-captain RB JuTahn McClain 

and the OL. McClain, who battled an 

illness all week, was up to the chal-

lenge, churning up 110 yards on 23 

carries and grinding the clock down. 

Combine that with big and timely 

plays from senior WR Phillip Thomas, 

and the Indians held the ball for a 

dominating 34 minutes!  

Our Indians are now 2-0 and begin 

conference play Friday night against 

an improved Middletown team. Kick-

off is at 7 p.m. at historic Barnitz Field 

in Middletown. Come support our In-

dians as we try to remain undefeated 

and get off to 1-0 start in GMC play!  
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