
A football season is long, a physically 

and mentally demanding grind. It takes an 

enormous amount of grit, toughness and 

perseverance to not only sur-

vive a season, but to excel and 

give yourself an opportunity 

for a championship. It is a 

marathon, not a sprint and 

during the course of that long 

process, adversity will surely 

rear its ugly head. When it 

does, great teams find a way to overcome 

and grind out wins. 

Our Indians did that this past Friday 

night at Alumni Stadium in an ugly win 

over Hamilton, 34-27, in a game that was 

marred with penalties, turnovers and myri-

ad mistakes. While we would certainly 

rather “win ugly than lose pretty,” the 

team realizes that that we must play better, 

more disciplined football if we are going 

to reach the lofty goals that we set for our-

selves.  

Once again, the defense for the most 

part was outstanding, holding the Big Blue 

running attack to 100 yards. Due to senior 

LBs Phoenix Porter (7 tackles) and Dealo 

McIntosh (10 tackles), Hamilton had a 

very difficult time finding any sort of 

rhythm throughout the game. Junior DL 

Brandon Smith (4 tackles, 1 sack) and 

senior LJ France (3 tackles, 1 sack) were a 

handful in the middle (as usual), shutting 

down running lanes and putting constant 

pressure on the quarterback.   

While the Big Blue defense had a 

very difficult time stopping our of-

fense, we certainly did a good enough 

job on our own of thwarting 

drives. Whether it was costly 

turnovers or penalties that 

put us in very difficult situa-

tions, the offense could not 

seem to get out of its own 

way. However, when we ex-

ecuted, we were fast, effi-

cient and explosive. The offense 

churned out an amazing 585 yards of 

total offense and really was not 

stopped the entire night. Led by senior 

RB JuTahn McClain – who rushed for 

over 200 yards with 3 TDs and a jaw-

dropping 84-yard TD run that closed 

the door on a Hamilton comeback – 

the offense was electric at times. Sen-

ior QB Sawiaha Ellis (11-13, 211 

yds.) was efficient and excelled at run-

ning the offense. Junior WR Jaydan 

Mayes (65-yard TD), senior WRs Phil 

Thomas (1 TD), Caleb Sexton (2 re-

ceptions, 56 yds.) and DaShaun Simp-

kins (2 receptions, 66 yds.) led the 

way on offense with big catches and 

runs throughout the game.  

Our Indians travel next door to 

Lakota West to take on the Firebirds 

in a battle of unbeaten GMC foes Fri-

day at 7 p.m. We NEED the TRIBE 

there! Show up and bring the noise!  

#MasonStrong #3Strong #RollTribe  
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