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GREENSBURG SALEM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

PROGRAMS 
 

100 INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS           CODE:  123 
        

 
SECTION 1.  PURPOSE 
 
 The Board recognizes the value of a program of interscholastic athletics as 
an integral part of the total school experience for all District students and as a 
conduit for community involvement. 
 
 
SECTION 2.  DEFINITION 
 
 For purposes of this policy, the program of interscholastic athletics shall 
include all activities relating to competitive or exhibition sport contests, games or 
events involving individual students or teams of students when such events occur 
between schools within this District or outside this District. 
 
 
SECTION 3.  AUTHORITY 
 
 It shall be the policy of the Board to offer opportunities for participation in 
interscholastic athletic programs to male and female students on as equal a basis 
as is practicable and without discrimination, in accordance with law and 
regulations. 
 

Eligibility standards set by the Constitution of the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) and Western Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic League (WPIAL) shall be adopted by the district and 
followed.  Such standards shall be regularly reviewed by the Athletic Director and 
Coordinator of Secondary Education to ascertain that they continue to be in 
conformity with the objectives of this District. 
 
 Students who live within the boundaries of the Greensburg Salem School 
District and who are properly enrolled in a home school program (as defined by 
the Pennsylvania School Code of 1949, as amended) or who are enrolled in the 
District are eligible to try out for and participate on District athletic teams.  Students 
who attend private or parochial schools and who live within the boundaries of the 
Greensburg Salem School District are not eligible to try out for or participate on 
District athletic teams. 
 
 



Page 2 of 11 
 

CODE 123 
 
 

Goals of the Athletic Program 
 
 Athletics is considered an integral part of the District’s education program 
which provides experiences to help develop boys and girls physically, mentally, 
socially and emotionally.  The element of competition and winning, though it exists, 
should be controlled to the point that it does not determine the nature of the 
program.  Students are stimulated to want to win and excel, but the principle of 
good sportsmanship must prevail at all times to enhance the educational values of 
contests. 
 
 The athletic program is a broad-based program providing opportunities for 
many different students to develop skills, coordination, strength, endurance and 
attitudes which are necessary for a healthy, active life.  It is believed that 
participation is not only an integral part of the student’s educational experience, 
but is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the team, to 
the student body, and to the community.  The athlete is representing all of these 
groups and should always reflect the best conduct and the best of play.  
Participation in athletics, both as a player and spectator, contributes toward 
developing a better person and citizen. 
 
The athletic program will strive to: 
 

a. Provide a learning environment necessary for all athletes to achieve 
to the highest level they are capable of, individually and as a team. 

 
b. Enhance the academic program of the school. 

 
c. Make the effort to win.  Athletes will learn from success and failure.  

They will also understand the reasons for success and seek the 
cause of failure. 

 
d. Provide a learning experience that will be a carryover to life, including 

discipline and respect for authority, rules, officials, and coaches. 
 

e. Foster participation in the sports program by as many students as 
possible.  Participation will be measured by the number of athletes 
who complete the season. 

 
f. Develop a coaching philosophy that will stress the teaching of 

fundamental skills, team play and sportsmanship as key components 
of the program. 
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g. Develop a coaching philosophy that will stress the teaching of 

fundamental skills, team play and sportsmanship as key components 
of the program. 

 
h. To develop a commitment toward excellence in regard to the team’s 

mental preparation and physical conditioning. 
 

 The Board shall annually approve a program of interscholastic athletics and 
shall require that all facilities utilized in that program, whether or not the property 
of this Board, properly safeguard both players and spectators.  Before participating 
in any interscholastic activity, all students must be covered by the maximum 
student insurance available, or its equivalent, and undergo a physical examination 
by a licensed physician. 
 
 The Board directs that no student may participate in interscholastic athletics 
who has not: 
 

a. Met the requirements for academic eligibility. 
 
b. Complied with the requirements of the Athletic Handbook. 

 
c. Attended school regularly, as outlined in this and other applicable 

Board policy. 
 

d. Been in attendance on the day of the athletic event or practice for the 
hours required. 

 
e. Returned all school athletic equipment previously used. 

 
f. Adhered to applicable discipline standards. 

 
A ten (10) day suspension from school during an athlete’s season for 

disciplinary reasons will result in removal from the team for the remainder of the 
season. 

 
Athletic Mission Statement 
 
 It is the mission of the Greensburg Salem School District Athletic 
Department to challenge all student-athletes to achieve success and a sense of 
self-esteem through participation in competitive athletics.  Students are 
encouraged to build responsibility and respect for themselves, their teammates 
and opponents, and display attributes of integrity.  They are expected to show 
commitment and develop an understanding of the importance of teamwork.   
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Participation in competitive athletics will help student-athletes develop the 
necessary skills to become productive members of a globally competitive 
workforce. 
 
 The Greensburg Salem School District strives to provide an interscholastic 
athletic program that will allow students the opportunity to derive all benefits that 
participation in competitive sports confers.  The administration, staff, and 
community are committed to building a solid athletic program and to maintaining a 
high level of integrity throughout its athletic program. 
 
Statement of Philosophy 
 
1. The Greensburg Salem School District believes that a dynamic program of 

student athletics enhances the educational development of the student. 
 
2. The Greensburg Salem Athletic Program should provide a variety of 

experiences to aid in the development of favorable habits and attitudes in 
students that will prepare them for adult life in a democratic society. 

 
3. Athletics play an important part in the lives of the Greensburg Salem Senior 

High School and Greensburg Salem Middle School students.  Young people 
learn a great deal from their participation in interscholastic athletics.  
Lessons in sportsmanship, teamwork, competition, and how to win and lose 
gracefully are an integral part of each team in our athletic program.  Athletics 
can play an important part, too, in helping the individual student develop a 
healthy self-concept as well as a healthy body.  Athletic competition adds 
to our school spirit and helps all students (spectators as well as participants) 
develop pride in their school. 

 
 Before any program of direction can operate effectively, a philosophy should 

be set down to provide a preview of the ultimate ends to be achieved and 
the guidelines within which accomplishment is to progress. 

 
 The major objective of the athletic program is to provide wholesome 

opportunities for students to develop positive habits and attitudes of social 
and group interactions. 

 
 Leadership should be of the highest quality so as to exemplify to the 

participants the desired type of behavior to be developed from the athletic 
program.  Measurement of leadership success should not be in terms of the 
victory and defeat record, but rather in the personality development factors 
that is an outgrowth of the major objectives of the athletic program. 
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 The athletic program will conform to the policies of the School District.  At 
no time should the program place the educational curriculum secondary in 
emphasis; the program should constantly strive for the development of well-
rounded individuals, capable of taking their place in modern society. 

 
4. We believe that the opportunity for participation in a wide variety of student-

selected activities can be part of the student’s educational experiences.  
Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the 
school, to the activity, to the student body, to the community, and to the 
students themselves. 

 
5. The interscholastic athletic program shall be conducted in accordance with 

existing Board of School Directors’ policies.  While the Board of School 
Directors takes great pride in winning, it does not condone “winning at any 
cost” and discourages any and all pressures which might tend to neglect 
good sportsmanship and good mental health.  At all times, the athletic 
program must be conducted in such a way so as to justify it as an 
educational experience. 

 
6. A comprehensive and balanced athletic program is an essential 

complement to the basic program of instruction.  The athletic program 
should provide opportunities for students to further develop interests and 
talents in sports.  Participation in athletics should provide many students 
with a lifetime basis for personal values for work and leisure activities. 

 
 Every effort should be made to support the activities program with facilities, 

equipment, and with qualified staff.  Coaches, directors, and sponsors 
should teach the specific skills necessary for improvement in athletics and 
provide guidance in the development of self-realization, good 
sportsmanship, cooperation, leadership, ethical behavior, and an 
appreciation for the importance of practice. 

 
 The ultimate goals of the athletic program should be: 
 

a. to realize the value of participation without overemphasizing the 
importance of winning; and 

 
b. to develop and improve positive citizenship traits among the 

programs’ participants. 
 
Off-Campus Activities 
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 This policy shall also apply to student conduct that occurs off school 
property and would otherwise violate the Code of Student Conduct if any of the 
following circumstances exist: 

 
a. The conduct occurs during the time the student is traveling to and 

from school or traveling to and from school-sponsored activities, 
whether or not via school district furnished transportation. 
 

b. The student is a member of an extracurricular activity and has been 
notified that particular off-campus conduct could result in exclusion 
from such activities. 

 
c. Student expression or conduct materially and substantially disrupts 

the operations of the school, or the administration reasonable 
anticipates that the expression or conduct is likely to materially and 
substantially disrupt the operations of the school. 

 
d. The conduct has a direct nexus to attendance at school or a school-

sponsored activity, for example, a transaction conducted outside of 
school pursuant to an agreement made in school that would violate 
the Code of Student Conduct if conducted in school. 

 
e. The conduct involves the theft or vandalism of school property. 

 
f. There is otherwise a nexus between the proximity or timing of the 

conduct in relation to the student’s attendance at school or school-
sponsored activities. 

 
 
SECTION 4.  GUIDELINES 
 
 All student athletes are required to secure a signed  
Athletic Code of Conduct prior to their participation, which will be kept on file at the 
District and must be followed.  Those students who are unable to secure the 
necessary parental consent will be denied the opportunity of participating. 
 
 In addition each athlete is required to have his/her parent/guardian review, 
sign and return the “Concussion and Traumatic Brain Injury Information Sheet” and 
“Sudden Cardiac Arrest Symptoms and Warning Signs Information Sheet”. 
 
Absenteeism and Eligibility 
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 All students who accumulate twenty (20) or more days of absenteeism 
during a semester will become athletically ineligible.  Eligibility will be restored 
when a student has been in attendance for at least sixty (60) days following the 
twentieth day of absence. 
 

Athletes must be present on the day of the athletic event or contest.  Those 
students not in attendance will be denied the opportunity of participating. 
 
 Students who participate in an interscholastic athletic event must be present 
in school the following day, unless excused by the school physician.  Coaches do 
not have the authority to exonerate athletes from attending school the day after an 
athletic event. 
 
 Members of athletic teams will not be excused from physical education 
classes and will be required to dress for these classes unless excused by the 
physical education instructors. 
 
 
SECTION 5.  DELEGATION OF RESPONSIBILIITY 
 
 The Superintendent or designee shall annually prepare, approve and 
present to the Board for its consideration a program of interscholastic athletics, 
which shall include a complete schedule of events. 
 
 S/He shall inform the Board of changes in that schedule as they occur. 
 
 The Superintendent or designee shall disseminate rules for the conduct of 
students participating in interscholastic athletics.  Such rules shall be in conformity 
with regulations of the State Board of Education, the PIAA and the School District. 
 
 The Superintendent shall ensure that similar athletic programs are offered 
to both sexes in proportion to the District’s enrollment. 
 
 The Superintendent shall ensure that interscholastic athletics are open to 
all eligible students and that all students are fully informed of the opportunities 
available to them. 
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Board Policy 123 incorporates, thereby replaces/eliminates old Board Policy 
500.3 Scheduling of Athletic Scrimmages, Games and Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: 
 
School Code – 24 P.S. Section 511 
 
State Board of Education Regulations – 22 Pennsylvania Code Sections 4.27, 
12.1, 12.4 
 
Discrimination in Athletics, Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations – 34 CFT Section 
106.41 
 
Board Policy – 103, 103.1, 204, 218 
 
 
 

Policy Adopted:  October 11, 1976 
Revised:  June 25, 2014  
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Code of Conduct for Student-Athletes 
 

 Participation in an interscholastic athletic team is a privilege that requires 
commitment and carries responsibilities.  Members of Greensburg Salem athletic 
teams personally contribute to the success of the team and of the school.  As such, 
the following tenets are stipulated as the District’s Code of Conduct for Student-
Athletes.  This Code of Conduct applies to all student participants in any aspect of 
the athletic program:  team members, cheerleaders, managers, trainers, 
videographers and scorekeepers. 
 
 Interscholastic athletics are an extension of school activities.  Therefore, the 
terms, conditions and expectations outlined in the Guidelines for Student Behavior 
in the Secondary Schools apply to all students at all times when they are engaged 
in the interscholastic athletic program. 

 
Expectations for Student-Athlete Conduct 
 
Sportsmanship: 
 
 I will practice and display good sportsmanship at all times; 

 I will conduct myself in ways that bring respect to me, my coaches, my team 
and Greensburg Salem; 

 I will not use foul language or inappropriate gestures at any time; 

 I will not swear at or insult other persons; 

 I will not fight or bully other student-athletes, coaches, volunteers, staff or 
spectators. 

 
Training and Competition: 
 
 I will train regularly and practice good health habits; 

 I will learn and follow the rules of the sport(s) in which I participate; 

 I will listen to coaches and ask questions when I do not understand a 
coach’s expectations; 

 I will listen to and respect the decisions of officials; 

 I will always try my best during training, practices, and competitions. 

 
Responsibility for Actions: 
 
 I will attend all practices and competitions unless legally absent from school 

or excused in advance by the coach; 
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 I will not knowingly violate school policies relative to eligibility for 
participation; 

 I will not make unwanted physical or verbal attacks on others; 

 I will not possess and/or use tobacco products; 

 I will not possess and/or use alcohol; 

 I will not possess and/or use controlled substances; 

 I will not take any performance-enhancing substances, including steroids, 
for the purposes of improving performance or physique; 

 I will adhere to all Board of School Directors’ policies as well as the 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association rules for my sport(s); 

 I will not act in any way that diminishes the team’s or school’s reputation or 
projects a negative image on the team, school or District. 

 
 Violation of any of these expectations will result in disciplinary sanctions 

including temporary suspension or permanent expulsion  from participation 
in the sport in which the violation occurred or from the entire interscholastic 
athletic program as determined by the coach and building principal. 

 

 The use of alcohol, tobacco, or controlled substances, on or off school 
property, during the athlete’s season will result in removal from the team for 
the remainder of the season. 

 

 A ten (10) day suspension from school during an athlete’s season for 
disciplinary reasons will result in removal from the team for the remainder 
of the season.   

 
Student athlete’s please check each box signifying that you have read the 
expectation and understand what it is requiring of you. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ ________________ 
   Athlete’s signature     Date 
 
 
_______________________________________________ ________________ 
   Parent/guardian signature    Date 
 
 
_______________________________________________ ________________ 
   Coach’s signature     Date 
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Board Policy 123 incorporates, thereby replaces/eliminates old Board Policy 
500.13 Code of Conduct for Student-Athletes 

 
 

Adopted:  January 13, 2010 
Revised:  June 25, 2014   


