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Greensburg Salem School District  
Athletics Department  

Booster Organizations  
 

The Greensburg Salem School District (“GSSD”) recognizes the valuable role that 
booster organizations play in the successful implementation of the District’s co-
curricular and athletic programs.  A booster organization is a group of parents and 
interested adult community members that provide services and financial support for 
a District sponsored co-curricular or athletic program.  Although booster 
organizations do not have an official affiliation with the District, it is imperative that 
these organizations work cooperatively with the Administration and Athletic Director 
and that the activities of the booster group reflect the philosophies, goals, and 
educational objectives of the District.  As a means to that end, the following 
guidelines have been promulgated to assist booster organizations in their efforts to 
provide support to the District’s athletic programs.   

Athletics Philosophy  
 
A copy of the philosophy and program objectives is included in Appendix A.  
 
Purpose  
 
The Greensburg Salem School District Board of School Directors accepts the 
concept of cooperation, encouragement and support given by approved Booster 
Organizations to the school district's various PIAA-affiliated interscholastic 
athletics programs.  
 
Authority  
 
The Board further recognizes and declares that the role of an approved Booster 
Group is to assist and support but not to direct, interfere with, nor supplant the 
staff, existing facilities or athletics programs of the school district. It must be 
clearly understood by all booster club members that all school district sponsored 
activities are under the control, direction and supervision of the Board of School 
Directors through its building principals and their designee, the Director of 
Athletics. The Director of Athletics will serve as the immediate liaison to the 
Booster Organizations.  
 
Booster Organization activities may strive to achieve the following objectives:  
 

1. To promote fan support, spirit and sportsmanship. 
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2. To assist the District by providing supplemental benefits and services to 
student-athletes.    

 
3. To increase the opportunity for communication between 

parents/guardians and coaches in areas of common interest. 
 
 
Organization/Communication  
 
Booster Clubs shall be governed by a published constitution and by-laws which 
are consistent with the philosophy, mission and policies of the GSSD (see 
Appendix B for sample). A full complement of persons filling the elected 
offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, as well as any 
additional offices, are responsible for carrying out the decisions of the 
membership.  
 
When organizing or reorganizing, Booster Groups must make every effort 
possible to notify all interested persons in a timely way of meetings and 
activities.  
 
Recognition  
 
In order to gain and retain the recognition of the Board of School Directors as an 
Approved Booster Organization and, thereby, eligible to work with the respective 
school district sport which it supports and for which it receives the GSSD's 
cooperation and assistance in its activities, a booster group must complete the 
following requirements:  
 

1. Submit a copy of the group's current constitution and by-laws to the 
Athletics Director prior to the start of the season.  

 
2. Forward to the Athletics Director a listing of current officers' names, 

phone numbers and addresses prior to the beginning of the season.  
 

3. Prior to the beginning of the season, submit to the Athletics Director a 
copy of the organization's financial report. The report should include all of 
the following:  

 
• A proposed budget for the forthcoming fiscal year with anticipated 

expenditures and revenues (including fund raising activities).  
 

• An actual budget for the previous fiscal year with documented 
expenditures and revenues.  
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• A verification of the Booster Group's FDIC insured depository bank or 
FSLIC insured savings and loan association into which all proceeds 
and receipts shall be deposited.  

 
4. Be a participatory member of the Athletic Director’s pre-season 

organizational meeting for the Booster Club Presidents or their 
representative. 

 
Not-For-Profit and Tax-Exempt Status  
 
Non-profit status is a state law concept. Non-profit status may make an 
organization eligible for certain benefits, such as state sales, property, and 
income tax exemptions. Although most federal tax-exempt organizations are 
non-profit organizations, organizing as a non-profit organization at the state 
level does not automatically grant the organization exemption from federal 
income tax.  
 
Booster Clubs, although under the direction of the GSSD, do not automatically 
meet the state or federal qualifications for recognition as a not-for-profit 
organization or a tax-exempt organization. Booster clubs may not use the GSSD 
tax-exempt number for purchases of goods or services, but rather, must obtain 
their own exemption status from the state and federal governments.  
 
Booster clubs that do apply for and obtain not-for-profit or tax-exempt status are 
subject to all declaration, deduction and filing requirements as set forth by the 
state and federal governments.  
 
To apply for state tax-exempt status, you may download Form REV-72 from 
the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue website: www.revenue.state.pa.us  
 
To qualify as an organization that is exempt from federal income taxes, an 
organization must meet requirements set forth in the Internal Revenue Code. 
See Types of Tax-Exempt Organizations or Publication 557 for more information 
at the Internal Revenue Service website: www.irs.gov 
 

Guidelines for Fundraising 
 
Fundraising Activities 
 
Fundraising activities conducted by booster organizations must not be illegal and 
must not, in any way, reflect negatively on the District, its teams, or its students.  
Permissible fundraising activities shall be for the purpose of providing 
supplemental equipment, supplies, clothing, or other activities for District 
programs and participants. 

http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/
http://www.irs.gov/
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There may be no requirements placed on student participation by way of 
amount of benefit received from any booster organization in relation to quotas 
or goals of fundraising activities and as a condition of participation in the school-
sponsored athletic programs.  The one exception to this rule is that specified 
student participation may be a condition precedent to a student’s participation 
on an in-season trip that has District approval but that is being paid for by a 
booster organization. 
 
Participation in the fundraising event or activity must not violate any District, 
NCAA, PIAA, or WPIAL rules or regulations.  Booster groups should obtain a 
Pennsylvania Small Games of Chance permit when any form of gambling will be 
used to raise money for an organization. 

  
Alcohol Policy 
 
Law prohibits the possession and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages by any 
individual(s) on District property.  Alcohol may not be consumed off school 
property while students are present at any booster organization activity.  If a 
booster organization chooses to permit alcohol to be served at a fundraising 
activity, students should not be permitted to attend or help at said event. 
 
Role of the Coach/Sponsor 
 
Quality communication between the coaches/sponsors and the booster 
organization is vital for the smooth and efficient operation of any and all District 
co-curricular and athletic programs.  The head coach/sponsor of each respective 
sport/activity is encouraged to attend booster meetings and should have input 
into all booster organization decisions that affect his or her respective head 
coach/sponsor. 
 
Financial Guidelines 
 

 Booster organizations are responsible for all monies raised and should establish 
an account with a bank of their choice.  Coaches/sponsors are not permitted to 
handle money or complete any financial transactions with booster organization 
funds.  Recommendations for major purchases by booster groups must be made 
to the Athletic Director by the head coach or sponsor prior to purchase.  Major 
purchases include, but are not limited to, any piece of clothing that is to be worn 
as part of the uniform or when representing Greensburg Salem, and all 
equipment purchased to be used for competition or practice.  These items must 
be approved by the Athletic Director and the School Board prior to purchase.  All 
purchases made by booster organizations become the property of the 
Greensburg Salem School District. As an organization making purchases of 
equipment, clothing, shoes, or other items, it is recommended that at least two 
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(2) quotes be obtained before making such purchases.  Also, care must be taken 
to avoid any conflict of interest when parents are procuring such merchandise. 

 
 Booster organizations cannot use the District’s tax ID number and are not 

entitled to use the District’s tax exempt status when making purchases.  The 
booster organization must order the merchandise in its own name as it is 
responsible for payment for the merchandise. 

 
 Transportation/Meals 
 
 The scheduling of and transportation to and from all athletic competitions and 

practices and required co-curricular events is the responsibility of the District.  
The District will determine the type of transportation for all regularly scheduled 
competitions and playoff competition.  The type of transportation will be 
determined by the number of team members and the distance of the trip among 
other considerations.  If a booster organization would like to upgrade 
transportation for an event, it must do so by contacting the athletic director or 
appropriate building administrator. 

  
 The District will determine if teams will require a meal as part of a trip and will 

make appropriate plans for such.  If a booster organization would like to 
upgrade or supplement the meal plan, it must do so by contacting the athletic 
director or appropriate building administrator. 

 
 With regard to transportation or meal upgrades, the District has final approval 

authority. 
 
 Booster groups who wish to schedule additional events, such as band festivals or 

other exhibition contests, must work with the head coach or sponsor and submit 
a request through the building principal for Board approval of participation if said 
participation is approved by the School Board. 

 

Guidelines for Using School District Facilities 
Facilities should be scheduled for all Booster Club meetings and any other times the 
Booster Club wishes to use the facilities for their activities.  Scheduling for meetings 
at the Senior High School can be done through the Main Office (724-832-2961).  
The facilities-use form is available in Appendix C or from the Director of 
Informational Services or the Athletics Office at the High School at 65 Mennel Drive, 
Greensburg, PA 15601.   
 
Booster Clubs operating concession stands at school events are limited to the lobby 
area when indoors.  They should assist in keeping food and drink out of restricted 
areas (gymnasiums).  When running concessions out of doors, they should assist in 
keeping the area litter free. Appendix D is a reminder about the use of the Offutt 
Field concession stand.  
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Guidelines for Booster Club  
Sponsored Fan Buses to Away Games  
 
Fan Bus trips that are sponsored by booster clubs are considered by the school 
to be "school-related activities" if students are involved and solicitation for 
participants is done within the schools.  
 
All such activities should be approved in advance by the building administration 
and written permission from the parent/guardian must be received before the 
student is permitted to go to the event.  
 
In securing building administration approval, it is suggested that the following 
details be determined:  
 

• How will the trip be announced to the general student population?  
 
• What is any cost expected for the bus? For admission to the event?  

 
 
• How will sign-ups and excursion permit distribution and collection be 

handled?  
 
• Who will serve as chaperones on the trip? Will school district staff be 

in attendance?  
 

 
• With whom will a copy of the itinerary and the student roster be left 

in Greensburg Salem? Who will be the contact person both on the bus 
and at Greensburg Salem?  

 
• What is the time/location of departure and return?  

 
It is important to communicate this information with both high school offices and 
the athletics office as far in advance of the trip as possible. Each office can assist 
with expediting the tasks that need to be completed.  
 
Written permission from the parent of each student can be secured on the 
"GSSD Field Trip Permission” Forms that are available in the main offices of each 
secondary building. Permits should be collected prior to the bus departing the 
school lot.  
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For booster organizations that pay for transportation for multiple events which 
include the same roster of students, the organization may use one permission 
slip which details all events to be attended. 
 
 
 
 
Senior Recognition and Post-Season Banquets 
 

 The High School Principal and/or Athletic Director, upon consultation with the 
coach/sponsor, will determine the date and time for all senior recognition 
events. Any post-season banquet or celebration is the responsibility of the 
respective booster organization(s).  In an effort to avoid conflicts with other 
District programs or activities, it is requested that booster organizations 
coordinate dates with the Athletic Office or Building Office prior to scheduling 
any post-season team banquet or event. 

 
 When planning and carrying out banquets, Booster Clubs should be sensitive to 

the following issues: 
 

1. The length of the banquet. Repetition of activities, remarks and 
recognitions of individuals or groups may lead to restlessness among 
some attendees and create distraction from the positive nature of the 
occasion. Organizers should be mindful of the occasion. Organizers 
should also be mindful of a reasonable length of time for the student-
athletes in attendance.   

 
2. The results of opening up certain parts of the agenda to student-athlete 

driven activities. Typically, these include: Senior farewell speeches, gag 
gifts to teammates and slide/video presentations. Communication 
between the banquet planners and the athletes is necessary before the 
banquet to reinforce standards of appropriateness for such activities in 
order to prevent embarrassment or other negative effects to either the 
presenters or the audience.  

 
3. Alcoholic beverages are not to be made available to any attendees of a 

GSSD interscholastic sports banquet.  
 
Guidelines for Spectator Conduct  
At Interscholastic Athletic Events  
 
Interscholastic athletic events are among the most popularly attended school-
sponsored activities. Spectators at an athletic contest, take on the important role 
of representatives of our school district. Actions are seen and comments are 
heard by family and friends, opposing fans, local community residents, the 
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media, coaches and athletes. Our school district expects that all spectators will 
conduct themselves in a way consistent with our theme of respecting the rights, 
person and property of others.  
 
The following rules of sportsmanship for spectators at Greensburg Salem School 
District events outline how you can contribute to making these contests a 
positive experience for all persons in attendance:  
 

1. Learn the rules of the sport so that you can understand and 
appreciate the action that takes place.  

 
2. Treat visiting players, coaches, cheerleaders and fans with courtesy as 

you would a guest in your own home.  
 

3. Accept that athletics are a learning experience for the participants and 
value the athletes' efforts.  

 
4. Respect the integrity and judgment of officials.  

 
5. Cheer for your team, not against your opponent.  

 
6. Show concern for an injured player, regardless of the team.  

 
 
7. Follow the facility rules set by the game-site 

management/administration.  
 

8. Do not attend events under the influence of any controlled substances 
(alcohol, drugs, tobacco, etc.) that will alter your thoughts and 
reactions to the situations of the contest.  

 
We invite you to support our athletic teams with the "Spirit of the Lion" 
throughout the school year.  
 
Guidelines for Adhering to GSSD Facility Rules  
 
The following behaviors are unacceptable by spectators at GSSD athletic sites:  
 

1. Cheers/chants/songs/signs/banners and gestures which are obscene, 
taunting, disrespectful or derogatory.  

 
2. Displays of anger or profanity that draw attention away from the 

contest. 
 

3. Throwing any object within the stands or onto the playing surface.  
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4. Standing during play in any area other than the identified student 
section of the bleachers; no standing on the court during play.  

 
5. Not complying with officials' decisions regarding the use of artificial 

noise makers and sounds meant to distract players at key times in the 
contest.  

 
6. Bringing food or drink into the gym; water and sports drinks are 

allowed only in the team bench area for the athletes and coaches.  
 

7. The use of "silly string," confetti, or like products in the gym. 
 

8. The use of tobacco products on school district property.  
 
If these behaviors are observed, GSSD event management staff will request the 
behavior be stopped immediately. Failure to comply with this request may result 
in the individual's removal from the venue and suspension from attendance at 
future school-sponsored events.  
 
Guidelines for following PIAA Tournament Rules  
For all Facilities  
 
The following behaviors are prohibited by spectators:  
 

1. Unsportsmanlike banners and signs that are posted or displayed.  
 
2. Any banner or sign that may be carried; banners and signs must be 

stationary. 
 

3. Throwing confetti, toilet paper rolls, or other objects.  
 

4. Waving streamers, shakers, or pom-poms to distract players.  
 

5. Provocative antics or stunts.  
 

6. Sirens, whistles, artificial noisemakers, or portable listening devices 
without earphones. 

 
 
7. Menacing actions and gestures toward opposing players or officials.  

 
8. Any bands or organized instrumental groups (Basketball events only). 

 
9. Spectators seated behind the free throw lanes disconcerting the free-

thrower (Basketball events only).  
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Please note that any violation of this conduct code could result in the offending 
school being disqualified from further participation in the tournament.  
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Appendices 
 
Appendix A.......Greensburg Salem School District Mission Statement/Philosophy 
 
Appendix B.............................................................Sample Constitution/Bylaws 
 
Appendix C....................................................................Use of School Facilities 
 
Appendix D……………………………..…………Offutt Field Concession Stand Guidelines 
 
Appendix E...........................................................PIAA Amateur Status/Awards 
 
Appendix F...........................................................PIAA Sportsmanship Program 
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Appendix A 
 

GREENSBURG SALEM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ATHLETIC MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Greensburg Salem School District strives to provide an interscholastic athletic program 
that will allow students the opportunity to derive all benefits that participation in 
competitive sports confers.  The administration, staff, and community are committed to 
building a solid athletic program and to maintaining a high level of integrity throughout its 
athletic program. 

 

It is the mission of the Greensburg Salem High School Athletic Department to challenge all 
student-athletes to achieve success and a sense of self-esteem through participation in 
competitive athletics.  Students are encouraged to build responsibility and respect for 
themselves, their teammates and opponents, and display attributes of integrity.  They are 
expected to show commitment and develop an understanding of the importance of 
teamwork.  Participation in competitive athletics will help student-athletes develop the 
necessary skills to become productive members of a globally competitive workforce. 

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 

A.  The Greensburg Salem School District believes that a dynamic program of student 
athletics enhances the educational development of the student. 

 

B. The Greensburg Salem Athletic Program should provide a variety of experiences to 
aid in the development of favorable habits and attitudes in students that will prepare 
them for adult life in a democratic society. 

 

C. Athletics play an important part in the lives of the Greensburg Salem High School 
and Greensburg Salem Middle School students. Young people learn a great deal 
from their participation in interscholastic athletics. Lessons in sportsmanship, 
teamwork, competition, and how to win and lose gracefully are an integral part of 
each team in our athletic program. Athletics can play an important part, too, in 
helping the individual student develop a healthy self-concept as well as a healthy 
body. Athletic competition adds to our school spirit and helps all students (spectators 
as well as participants) develop pride in their school. 

 



 

 14 

Before any program of direction can operate effectively, a philosophy should 
be set down to provide a preview of the ultimate ends to be achieved and the 
guidelines within which accomplishment is to progress.  

The major objective of the athletic program is to provide wholesome 
opportunities for students to develop positive habits and attitudes of social 
and group interactions. 

Leadership should be of the highest quality so as to exemplify to the 
participants the desired type of behavior to be developed from the athletic 
program.  Measurement of leadership success should not be in terms of the 
victory and defeat record, but rather in the personality development factors 
that is an outgrowth of the major objectives of the athletic program. 

The athletic program will conform to the policies of the school district. At no 
time should the program place the educational curriculum secondary in 
emphasis; the program should constantly strive for the development of well-
rounded individuals, capable of taking their place in modern society. 

D. We believe that the opportunity for participation in a wide variety of student-
selected activities can be part of the student’s educational experiences. Such 
participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to 
the activity, to the student body, to the community, and to the students 
themselves.  

 

E. The interscholastic athletic program shall be conducted in accordance with 
existing Board of School Directors’ policies. While the Board of School 
Directors takes great pride in winning, it does not condone “winning at any 
cost” and discourages any and all pressures which might tend to neglect 
good sportsmanship and good mental health.  At all times, the athletic 
program must be conducted in such a way so as to justify it as an 
educational experience. 

 
 

F. A comprehensive and balanced athletic program is an essential complement 
to the basic program of instruction.  The athletic program should provide 
opportunities for students to further develop interests and talents in sports.  
Participation in athletics should provide many students with a lifetime basis 
for personal values for work and leisure activities. 

 

Every effort should be made to support the activities program with facilities, 
equipment, and with qualified staff.  Coaches, directors, and sponsors should 
teach the specific skills necessary for improvement in athletics and provide  

                    
Appendix A 
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guidance in the development of self-realization, good sportsmanship, 
cooperation, leadership, ethical behavior, and an appreciation for the 
importance of practice. 

 

The ultimate goals of the athletic program should be:  (1) to realize 
the value of participation without overemphasizing the importance 
of winning, and (2) to develop and improve positive citizenship 
traits among the programs’ participants. 

Appendix A 
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SAMPLE 

Appendix B 

 
CONSTITUTION OF _________________________ HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB  
 
ARTICLE I: Name  
 

The name of this organization shall be the _____________ High School Booster Club.  
 

ARTICLE II: Purpose and Function  
 

It is the purpose of the ____________ High School Booster Club to encourage and support 
the _____________ High School Interscholastic Athletics Philosophy and all sport activities.  
 

ARTICLE III: Membership  
 

Membership shall be open to any person who subscribes to the purpose and function of the 
________________ High School Booster Club.  
 

ARTICLE IV: Board of Directors  
 

Section I - The affairs of the club shall be managed by a nine (9) member Board of Directors 
who shall comply with the Constitution and By-laws of the __________ High School Booster 
Club. The Athletic Administrators shall represent the administration of ________ High 
School and shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors. A representative of 
the coaching staff, to be determined by the coaching staff may also serve as an ex-officio 
member of the Board of Directors.  
 
Section II - No member of the Board of Directors shall serve more than three (3) consecutive 
years, including the fulfillment of an unexpired term of a previous board member.  
 

ARTICLE V: Officers 
  

The officers of the club shall be adult members and shall consist of the President, a Vice-
President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
 

ARTICLE VI: Meetings  
 

Section I - Two (2) regularly scheduled meetings shall be held annually. An annual meeting 
shall be held in May and a membership meeting shall be held in September.  
 
Section II - Meetings other than the two (2) yearly meetings will be conducted upon call of 
the President or any five (5) members of the Board of Directors.  
 

ARTICLE VII: Amendments  
 

These Articles of the constitution may be amended at a meeting of the membership by a two-
thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the adult members present and voting, provided due notice of  



 

 17 

SAMPLE 

the proposed amendment(s) has been given in writing to all members at least seven (7) days 
prior to the meeting.  

 
 
 

BY-LAWS OF THE __________________ HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB  
 
ARTICLE I: Membership  
 

Section I - Qualification  
 

A. Persons who subscribe to the purpose and function of the _____________ High 
School Booster Club.  
 
B. Annual dues for membership shall be five (5) dollars for family membership and 
three (3) dollars for single membership.  
 

Section II - Representation  
 

Each adult member is entitled is entitled to one vote when personally in attendance at 
meetings of the club.  
 

ARTICLE II: Board of Directors  
 

Section I - Number and Term of Office  
 

The business and operation of the club shall be managed and controlled by a board of 
nine (9) directors who shall be elected by a plurality vote of the members at the 
annual (May) meeting. Three (3) directors shall be elected each year for a term of 
three (3) years, except at the first election, when the terms shall be determined as a 
result of a draw once the Board has been elected. The draw for the first year shall be, 
three for a term if three (3) years, three for a term of two (2) years and three for a 
term of one (1) year.  
 

Section II - Vacancies  
 

In case of any vacancy on the Board of Directors, a successor to hold office for the 
unexpired term shall be elected by the members at the following meeting.  
 
 

Section III - Meetings  
 

Board of Director's meetings shall be held at the time and place called by the 
President. 

 
Section IV - Quorum  
 

A majority of the directors present at a scheduled meeting shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business.  

Appendix B 
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SAMPLE 

 
 

ARTICLE III: Officers  
 

Section I - Officers  
 

The officers shall be elected by the Board at a meeting of the Directors following the 
annual (May) meeting. The Board, from their number, shall elect for the ensuing 
year, a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
 

Section II – Vacancies 

 
In case of a vacancy of any office, this vacancy shall be filled by the Board of 
Directors.  
 

Section III - Duties  
 

A. The President:  
 

1. Shall preside at all meetings of the club and of the Board of Directors  
 
2. Shall personally represent the club or appoint a delegate where 
representation is deemed advisable.  
 
3. Shall appoint committees and committee chairmen.  
 
4. Shall effect compliance with the rules, regulations, and policies of the 
Board of Education and the ______________ High School Athletic 
Department.  
 

B. The Vice President:  
 

1. Shall have such powers and perform such duties as may be delegated to 
him/her by the President.  
 
2. In the absence or disability of the President, he/she shall perform the duties 
and exercise the powers of the President.  

 
C. The Secretary:  
 

1. Shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors.  
 
2. Shall keep such other records as directed by the Board of Directors  
 
3. Shall sign with the President, or with the Vice-President, all contracts in 
the name of the club.  
 
 

Appendix B 
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SAMPLE 

4. Shall perform all the duties usually incident to the office of Secretary, 
subject to the control of the Board of Directors.  
 

D. The Treasurer:  
 

1. Shall keep the financial records of the club, collect dues, pay bills on 
approval of the Board of Directors, and have custody of all funds and 
property of the club.  
 
2. Shall perform all the duties usually incident to the office of the Treasurer, 
subject to the control of the Board of Directors.  
 
3. Shall be bonded as prescribed by the Board of Directors.  
 

ARTICLE IV: Finance  
 

The funds are to be deposited in a bank approved by the Board of Directors and may be 
withdrawn on the signature of the Treasurer and President or Vice-President.  
 

ARTICLE V: Fiscal year  
 

The fiscal year of the Booster club shall begin August first and end July thirty-first. 
  

ARTICLE VI: Basic Policies of Operation  
 

The following are also policies of the club:  
 

A. The club shall be non-political and non-sectarian. 
 

 
B. The name of the organization or the names of the members in their official 
capacities shall not be used in connection with a commercial concern or with any 
partisan interest or any purpose which cannot be appropriately related to the 
objectives of the organization.  

 
C. The organization shall not directly or indirectly participate or intervene (in any 
way, including the publishing or distribution of statement) in any political campaign 
on behalf of or in opposition tom any candidate for public office.  
 
D. Persons representing the organization shall make no commitments that bind the 
organization, unless authorized by the Board of Directors.  
 
E. In the event of the dissolution of the club, its assets shall be distributed to the 
_____________ High School Athletic Department and in accordance with the non-
profit status provided by the Internal Revenue code as from time to time amended.   
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
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SAMPLE 

 
ARTICLE VII: Amendments  
 

These By-Laws may be amended at a meeting of thee membership by a two-thirds 
affirmative vote of the adult members present and voting, provided due notice of the 
proposed amendment(s) has been given in writing to all members at least seven (7) days 
previous to the meeting.  
 

ARTICLE VIII: Parliamentary Authority  
 

Robert's Rules of Order shall be the authority on all questions of procedure not specifically 
stated in the Constitution and By-laws.  
 

ARTICLE IX: Finances  
 

The following language details the financial policies of the club:  
 

A. The funds of this association shall be used to further the purpose expressed in 
Article II of this Constitution. They shall be disbursed only by the Treasurer upon the 
approval of the Board of Directors by properly drawn warrants upon the deposits of 
the association.  
 
B. The President of the association shall have the authority to authorize expenditures 
up to one hundred dollars ($100.00) each month from the association's funds when it 
is not feasible to call a special meeting of the Board of Directors. A report of these 
expenditures shall be given at the next regular meeting.  
 

 
C. This association is organized as a non-profit organization per section 501©(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and no member shall have any legal or equitable 
ownership in any of its funds or property. In the event of the dissolution of this 
association, any fund or property remaining shall be turned over to the 
________________ Board of Education.  
 

 
D. All funds collected by the offices or members of the Board of Directors shall be 
deposited in an account approved by the Board.  
 
E. The Treasurer of the association shall pay by check all debts of the association 
within seven (7) days after receipt or on approval by the Board of Directors.  
 
F.  The Treasurer of the association must be bonded in the amount set by the Board of 
Directors.  The fee for the bond is to be paid for by the association. The bond must be 
payable to the _________________ Board of Education. No bonding company report 
shall be made public to the Board of Directors or Officers of the association. 
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SAMPLE 

 
G. All projects that require financial obligation of the club as proposed by coaches 
will be presented to the Board of Directors by the Coordinating Vice-President, on  
the approval forms as stipulated by the Board of Directors. This will be done at the 
May meeting in order for the newly elected Board of Directors to plan their budget for 
the following year. The budget shall normally be voted on at the June meeting. 
Budgets may be changed by a vote of the Board.  
 
H. Total expenditures cannot exceed approved total budgeted amounts without the 
approval of the Board of Directors. No single item expenditure can exceed more than 
5% of the budgeted amount for that item. Item is to be defined as those approved by 
the Athletic Booster Club, listed on the “Itemized Request for Funds” form and 
submitted to the President of the Athletic Booster Club Board. Unused funds cannot 
be applied to other items without the approval of the Board of Directors. 
 
I.  An annual audit by one or more non-Board members shall be required. The 
treasurer will be required to submit a detailed report at the end of each year. The 
incoming President and one other officer shall select an auditor or auditors. A formal 
letter by the auditor or auditors shall be standard procedure expressing the findings 
and will be filed in the records of the Club.  
 

 
ARTICLE X: Amendments  

 
This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended at any Annual Meeting of the association by 
the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present, provided that any proposed change 
shall be presented for discussion and debate no later than the April meeting and that it be 
listed on the agenda for the Annual Meeting.  
 
 

 
A revision of this Constitution and By-Laws has been approved by a two-thirds affirmative 
vote of the members present at the Annual Meeting held on 
_______________________________ and is in effect beginning 
___________________________________.  

 
ARTICLE XI: Signatures of Officers   
 
President _________________________________________________________________  
 
Past President 
 _____________________________________________________________  
 
Vice President 
_____________________________________________________________  
 
Secretary _________________________________________________________________  
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To All Groups Using GSSD Concession Stands: 
 

For everyone’s health and safety, please follow these guidelines:  
 
 Encourage frequent hand washing of those persons assigned to work in the 
Concession Stand.  
 
 If concession stand workers choose to wear food-service or medical gloves while 
performing their duties, ensure that the gloves are latex-free, disposable and are changed 
frequently throughout the day/evening.  
 
 Discourage concession stand workers from handling both food and money; work 
assignments should be delegated to ensure that one person handles money and others 
handle the preparation and distribution of food and beverages.  
 
 Food items may not be stored in the concession stand unless they are appropriately 
contained, labeled with the Booster Club’s name, and stored in refrigerators. Please take all 
other food items with you at the end of each game/use.  
 
 All paper and plastic products may be stored in the back room of the Offutt Field 
Concession Stand and designated areas of all other concession stands provided that they 
are placed in sealed, plastic storage containers and are labeled with the Booster Club’s 
name. All stored items must be removed on the day following the sports teams’ final home 
game or they will be discarded.  
 
 Thoroughly clean all appliances, counters and sinks after each use.  
 
 Place all waste in the appropriate garbage or recycling receptacles.  
 
 Please report the damage or malfunction of any Concession Stand equipment to the 
Athletics Department.  
 
 Remove all locks from drawers at the end of each season and empty their contents. 
Thoroughly clean the drawers.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation!!! 
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PIAA BY-Laws, Article II  
Amateur Status and Awards  

 
Section 1. Amateur Status Required  
 
In order to participate in an interscholastic athletic contest, a pupil must be an amateur in 
the sport involved. An amateur athlete is one who engages in athletic competition solely for 
the educational, physical, mental, social and pleasure benefits derived therefrom.  
 
Section 2. Loss of Amateur Status  
 
An Athlete loses their amateur status in an interscholastic sport whenever:  
 
 They or the school or organization which they represent, or the parent(s) or 
guardian(s), receives compensation, or other consideration, or an award not permitted 
under Section 4 hereof, for or related to their athletic ability, performance, participation, or 
services.  
  
 They play on a professional team or as an individual professional.  
 
  
 The receive consideration for becoming a member of an athletic organization or 
school.  
  
 They sign a contract whereby they agree to compete in any athletic competition for 
consideration. It is not a violation for a high school baseball player to attend professional 
baseball try-out camp, provided:  
 
  
 That no expenses are paid them  
  
 Their participation is otherwise in conformity with the National Federation Major-
Minor League Agreement.  
 
  
 They accept compensation or other consideration for teaching, training or coaching 
a sport. It is not a violation of this rule for a high school athlete to receive normal and 
customary compensation for acting as an instructor in or officiating recreational activities, 
or for serving as a lifeguard at swimming areas.  
  
 They sell or pawn their athletic achievement awards. 
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Section 3. Definition of Consideration  
 
Consideration of cash, items which are the equivalent of cash, items which are a 
representation of value, and items which have intrinsic value other than those permitted 
under Section 4 hereof.  
 
 
 
Section 4. Permissible Awards  
 
A school may purchase a sweater, jacket, blazer, blanket, shirt, jersey, watch, ring, scroll, 
photograph, medal, plaque, or similar trophy, with appropriate institutional insignia or 
comparable identification, for an athlete who has earned the official school letter or award, 
and present the same at the time the official school award is made.  
 
The sponsor or sponsors of an athletic event or group of events may purchase a sweater, 
jacket, blazer, blanket, shirt, jersey, watch, ring, scroll, photograph, medal, plaque, or 
similar trophy, with appropriate institutional insignia or comparable identification, for an 
athlete who has earned the official school letter or award, and present the same at the time 
the official school award is made.  
 
A non-profit organization approved by the school principal, or the news media, may 
purchase a sweater, jacket, blazer, blanket, shirt, jersey, watch, ring, scroll, photograph, 
medal, plaque, or similar trophy, with appropriate institutional insignia or comparable 
identification, for an athlete, in recognition of his athletic ability or performance, and 
present the same at a time appropriate for such recognition.  
 
The institutions listed above in Section 4 may also sponsor athletic banquets to which 
athletes may be invited, without charging admission to such athletes.  
 
A pupil may accept from an institution of higher education which he visits in connection 
with prospective or possible attendance where as a student, reasonable expenses 
necessitated by such visit, and free admission to home athletic events of such institution 
which occur during such visit.  
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SPORTSMANSHIP: “THE ONLY MISSING PIECE IS YOU!” 
PIAA Sportsmanship Program 

 
The purpose of Sportsmanship: “The Only M issing Piece Is You!” program is to 
educate, to promote, and assist in the perception of and the practice of those qualities 
which are inherent in good sportsmanship.  
 
The ideals of sportsmanship apply equally to all disciplines. Individuals, regardless of their 
roles in interscholastic athletics, are expected to be aware of their influence on the behavior 
of others and act in a responsible manner at all times.  
 
What is Sportsmanship?  
 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines sportsmanship as "one who abides by the rules of 
a Contest and accepts victory or defeat graciously. The Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, Inc. (PIAA) defines sportsmanship as "those qualities which are characterized 
by generosity and genuine concern for others. Furthermore, an awareness is expected of 
the impact of an individual's influence on others’ behavior."  
 
The ideal of sportsmanship permeates virtually every aspect of our culture. The ethic of fair 
play may be witnessed in all facets of life. However, its origin has been firmly established in 
sports, as conceptually and pragmatically a training ground for good citizenship and high 
behavioral standards. Sportsmanship is viewed by PIAA as a concrete measure of each 
school's and individual's understanding of their commitment to the educational nature of 
interscholastic athletics.  
 
The responsibility for developing sportsmanship involves many different people. The 
complexity of this subject, in implementation, extends far beyond the boundaries of our 
definition. PIAA is philosophically and practically committed to the attainment and 
maintenance of all codes of behavior addressed in this manual.* While enforcement of 
these codes has priority status, the recognition of exemplary behavior is a major goal of 
this effort.  
 
In recent years, the ideal of sportsmanship has often been relegated to a secondary role. A 
need exists to again make this role primary and to restore placement of interscholastic 
athletics in an educational perspective. The problems are quite evident and will require a 
maximum effort by everyone involved to achieve the desired outcomes. The modes of 
behavior contained in the manual explicitly define what is expected. Willful compliance by 
all concerned is necessary to achieve the goals of sportsmanship.  
 
Athletics and their companion, competition, may be the last stronghold of discipline in our 
society. Athletics in particular are called upon to absorb more of their responsibility for 
teaching basic social values. Any contribution of this magnitude requires the development  



 

 29 

          Appendix F 
 
of positive, definitive programs. The behavior expected of any participant (direct or indirect) 
must be explicitly spelled out; to that end comes the purpose of this manual.* The manual* 
provides the PIAA member schools with a comprehensive perspective on the rules of 
sportsmanship. It serves as a behavior guide for all groups involved with interscholastic 
activity, as well as a source of preventative information. The following material offers 
direction and guidance, along with expectations that correspond to the goals indicated.  
 

“ One man practicing good sportsmanship is  
better than 50 others preaching it.”  

-Knute Rockne  
 

The Fundamentals of Sportsmanship:  
 

1. GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION FOR THE RULES OF THE 
CONTEST.  

 
The necessity to be well informed is essential. Know the rules. If you are 
uninformed, refrain from expressing opinions on officials, coaches, or administrative 
decisions. The spirit of GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP depends on conformance to a rule's 
intent as well as to the letter of a given rule.  
 

2. EXERCISE REPRESENTATIVE BEHAVIOR AT ALL TIMES.  
 

A prerequisite to good sportsmanship requires one to understand his/her own 
prejudices that may become a factor in his/her behavior. The true value of 
interscholastic competition relies upon everyone exhibiting behavior that is 
representative of a sound value base. A proper perspective must be maintained if 
the educational values are to be realized. Your behavior influences others whether 
you are aware of it or not.  
 

3. RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE SKILLED PERFORMANCES REGARDLESS OF 
AFFILIATION.  

 
Applause for an opponent's good performance displays generosity and is a courtesy 
that should be regularly practiced. This not only represents GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP 
but also reflects a true awareness of the Contest by recognizing and acknowledging 
quality.  
 

4. EXHIBIT RESPECT FOR CONTEST OFFICIALS.  
 

The officials of any Contest are impartial arbitrators who are trained and who 
perform to the best of their ability. Mistakes by all those involved in the Contest are  
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a part of the Contest. We should not rationalize our own poor or unsuccessful 
performance or behavior by placing responsibility on a Contest official. The rule of 
GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP is to accept and abide by the decision made. This value is 
critical for students to learn for later application in life.  

 
5. DISPLAY OPENLY A RESPECT FOR THE OPPONENT AT ALL TIMES.  
 

Opponents are guests and should be treated cordially, provided with the best 
accommodations, and accorded tolerance at all times. Be a positive representative 
for your school, Team, or family. This fundamental is the Golden Rule in action.  
 

6. DISPLAY PRIDE IN YOUR ACTIONS AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY.  
 

Never allow your ego to interfere with good judgment and your responsibility as a 
school representative. Regardless of whether you are an adult, student, athlete, 
coach, or official, this value is paramount since it suggests that you care about 
yourself and how others perceive you.  
 

Guidelines for Behavior:  
 
…SUPPORT GROUPS (BAND, BOOSTER CLUB, ETC.)...  
 

• Establish themselves as leaders in their conduct before, during and after Contests. 
Always provide positive support for your Team, rather than intimidating or ridiculing 
the other Team.  
 
• Assist cheerleaders with cheers, chants, etc., and be a working part of pep 
assemblies, with preparation, organization, and involvement.  
 
• Treat opposing players, coaches, spectators, and support groups with respect and 
enthusiasm.  
 
• Conduct themselves in an exemplary manner. Remember, you represent your 
school both home and away.  
 
• Respect the integrity and judgment of Contest officials. Treating them with respect, 
even if you disagree with their judgment, will only make a positive impression of 
your group, your Team, and your community, in the eyes of all people at the event.  
 
• Be an exemplary role model by positively supporting Teams in every manner 
possible, including content of cheers and signs.  
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…SPECTATORS...  
 

• Remember that you are at a Contest to support and cheer for your Team and to 
enjoy the skill and competition; not to intimidate or ridicule the other Team and its 
fans.  
 
• Remember that interscholastic athletics are a learning experience for students and 
that mistakes are sometimes made. Praise student-athletes in their attempt to 
improve themselves as students, as athletes, and as people as you would praise a 
student working in the classroom.  
 
 
• A ticket is a privilege to observe the Contest, not a license to verbally assault 
others and be generally obnoxious. 

 
 
• Learn the rules of the Contest so that you may understand and appreciate why 
certain situations take place.  
 
• Show respect for the opposing players, coaches, spectators, and support groups. 
Treat them as you would treat a guest in your own home.  
 
• Respect the integrity and judgment of Contest officials. Understand that they are 
doing their best to help promote the student-athlete, and admire their willingness to 
participate in full view of the public.  
 
• Recognize and show appreciation for an outstanding play by either Team.  
 
• Refrain from the use of any controlled substances (alcohol, drugs, tobacco, etc.) 
before, and during Contests, and afterwards on or near the site of the Contest (i.e. 
tailgating).  
 
• Use only those cheers that support and uplift the Teams involved.  
 
• Recognize and compliment school and athletic administrators for their efforts in 
emphasizing the educational benefits of interscholastic athletics and the role of good 
sportsmanship to that end.  
 
• Be a positive role model through your own actions and by censuring those around 
you whose behavior is unbecoming.  
 

* The material presented in Appendix F is contained in Section VII of the PIAA® 
Handbook. For a complete copy of this section, log on to 
http://piaa.org/resources/handbook 
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