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Christmas vacation gives 
students of every age a 
break from school respon-
sibilities. For college stu-
dents it’s a chance to enjoy 
home-cooked meals again 
and to get caught up with 
friends and family back at 
the old stomping grounds.

What about foreign 
exchange students? 
Hopping on a plane to 
travel thousands of miles 
for a few days is expen-
sive, not very practical, nor 
even encouraged. This is 
one group that will not be 
going home for the holi-
days.

There are at least five 
exchange students cur-
rently sprinkled through-
out Marshall County that 
have enjoyed participating 
in high school sports as 
part of their experience 
in the U.S., including Ben 
Krepcke from Germany 
(Argos HS boys soccer) 
and Meena Bawong from 
Thailand (Culver HS bas-
ketball). What follows are 
the answers from a short 
interview with three oth-
ers: Pablo Martin-Mata 
from Spain (Argos HS 
soccer), Maja Heinze from 
Germany (Bremen HS vol-
leyball) and Richard da 
Silva from Brazil (Culver 
HS soccer/basketball). 
We cover deep topics like 
school, sports and … food.

Martin-Mata has adjust-
ed nicely to the 4,000-mile 
move from Madrid (pop-
ulation: 6.55 million) to 
soccer-happy Argos (pop-
ulation: 1,637), including 
being part of a state cham-
pionship team. 

“We usually find out 
about exchange stu-
dents in July,” said Argos 
boys soccer coach Todd 
VanDerWeele. “It is always 
exciting to hear that 
we will have these kids 
because they have a dif-
ferent way of life and are 
from different cultures. It is 
a great experience for our 
kids to be able learn and 
grow from the exposure to 

the transfer students and of 
course we also like to share 
our culture with them. 

“Pablo fit in with the 
team immediately. He has 
a good personality and 
really enjoys soccer. He 
didn’t need any time to 
adjust on the field. The big-
gest adjustment he made 
was to the cold weath-
er! Obviously, his impact 
was huge for our team. We 
spent 13 games trying 
to use him as a forward 
and it only had average 
results. When we moved 
him to outside mid that 
gave him the space and 
freedom to use his skill set 
and he was a complete-
ly different player after 
that. He played like a 
senior all year even though 
he turned 15 in August.”

RH: You are listed on the 
roster as a senior, but you just 
turned 15!

PMM: I am probably a 
9th grader, but they have 
me in classes as a sopho-
more. I don’t know why. I 
get to do all of the senior 
activities though.

RH: Talk about your 
experience playing soccer at 
Argos.

PMM: They knew noth-
ing about me. The seniors 
were the leaders and they 
were nice to me. We were 
helping each other. It did 
not matter who was play-
ing. We just helped each 
other. We won state. I’m 
happy about that.

RH: What are some of the 
differences with soccer here 
and at home?

PMM: When you are 
very young, you play at 
school in Madrid. Then 
when you get older you 
play on club teams by your 
age: A, B, C level teams. 
I was on A (the highest) 
for 15-year-olds. The teams 
are similar, but here you 
can play with 18-year-olds. 
In Madrid, you only play 
with your age group. It’s 
nice to play with the 18s. 

RH: Now you are on the 
JV basketball team. What is 
that like?

PMM: I’ve never played. 
My father played. He was 

pretty good. I am just 
trying to stay in shape. 
I’m having fun with my 
friends.

RH: What is the Christmas 
celebration like in Spain?

PMM: It’s similar to 
here. I’ve seen more lights 
here. Some people came to 
(my host home) and were 
singing Christmas carols. 
That was new for me. We 

have the same Christmas 
vacation (back home). So 
similar.

RH: How do you like 
school here?

PMM: It’s weird here 

having 18-year-olds in 
your same class. I’m not 
used to that. Here, we 
move from class to class. 
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CULVER - Two-timing 
is generally frowned 
upon, especially as a high 
school student. For Culver 
Community High School 
senior Lily Hayes though, 
sometimes it just comes 
with the territory.

This dilemma has noth-
ing to do with dating. 
Instead, it has everything 
to do with basketball. 
Huh?

Take Friday, December 
6, for example. To say that 
Lily Hayes had a busy 
night on the basketball 
court would be an under-
statement. First, the Culver 
senior led the girls bas-
ketball team in scoring as 
the Lady Cavaliers defeat-
ed Lakeland Christian 
Academy. Then, during the 
boys varsity game that followed, there she was in another 
uniform - as one of four CCHS cheerleaders.

“I’ve been doing both (playing basketball and cheer-
leading) since freshman year,” said Hayes, who is a start-
er on the basketball team and in her second year as the 
captain of the cheer squad. “It’s always been kind of hard 
managing both, but it has gotten easier balancing them. It 
was harder freshman year.”

The biggest challenge is being two places at once.
“I can’t go to most of the cheerleading practices 

because they are from 4-6 p.m. and basketball is from 
3-5:30,” Hayes said of the scheduling conflict. “I usually 
can’t make it, but I do what I can. If I can go, I do for the 
most part.”

Cheerleading practice is usually two days a week and 
they only cheer during the home games. Basketball prac-
tice and games are five, and sometimes six, days a week.

“I make a little less than 50 percent of the cheerleading 
practices (during basketball season),” continued Hayes, 
whose extracurricular calendar includes being part of 
the school’s community service club among other things. 
“It’s a little easier during football season. By now I know 
all of the cheers, so it’s a little easier. I’m the captain, but 
I’m not at practice a lot. I think the squad is understand-
ing. They are a great team.

“In the summer, the practices are really long. I missed 
a couple because of basketball or soccer. I went to every-
thing I could. I’m a busy person.”

There is only one more night where Hayes will have to 
pull double duty - January 17, when the Cavaliers host 
Triton for a Hoosier North Athletic Conference girl/boy 
doubleheader. After that, the rare double duty will stop 
for the senior.

“I like doing both of them, but I wouldn’t do it again,” 

Hayes admits. “It’s just a lot. I’ve committed myself this 
far and I thought I might as well keep going with it and 
I did.”

Being one of the few cheerleaders, at any school, so 
well-versed in the game she is cheering for, does she ever 
add extra suggestions to the players on the court besides 
the usual ‘Go team go’?

“Every once in a while,” she said. “The boys are great 
and do what they can, but sometimes I see what is open 
on the court, and I’m thinking, ‘Try the baseline,’ but they 
can’t see it. It’s frustrating. I literally tell them to box out 
all of the time. I can’t help it.”

And you can’t help but admire her years of dedication 
to these two commitments that occasionally fall on the 
same night.

As for when the long basketball season ends? “It’s just 
track,” said Hayes of her modest spring plans.
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These student-athletes are NOT home for the holidays

Cavalier senior Hayes balances basketball responsibilities
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Foreign exchange student Pablo Mata (with cast) was part of the Argos state champion boys soccer team this fall.
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Lily Hayes, Culver HS cheerleader, cheers during the Cavaliers boys 
basketball game after playing in the varsity girls game beforehand.
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Lily Hayes, Culver HS girls basketball player, drives toward the basket 
during the Lady Cavaliers’ win over Lakeland Christian Academy.
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Maja Heinze (9), who is a foreign exchange student from Berlin, Germany, was part of the Bremen volleyball team 
this fall.
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