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 On behalf of the Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, we would like to congratulate the 

2015 Inaugural Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame.  They made strides for the Crimson 

Wave during their high school career, and have gone to pursue excellence on the next level.  

We are excited to have these honorees set the precedent for future inductees. 

 This year’s class of inductees exemplifies significant contributions to the rich athletic tra-

dition of Petersburg athletics.  Many of our honorees have planted seeds in our community that 

are still flourishing and growing today.  Because of their dedication to PHS athletics, our com-

munity has been enhanced. 

 These honorees epitomize the Petersburg athletic commitment to academics, communi-

ty, and excellence.  They persevered through adversity and difficult situation to make the most 

of each situation. Their commitment to represent the Crimson Wave with pride serves as inspi-

ration and motivation to those in our community and future athletes. 

 The accomplishments of the 2015 Inaugural Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame 

are deserving of this prestigious award.  Although their days at “Dear Ole PHS” have ended, 

their legacy and influence is still evident today, and will be evident for a lifetime.  We are hon-

ored to have had them represent the Crimson Wave, and to take part in this ceremony. 

 Thank you to the families, friends, community, and fans of the 2015 Inaugural Class of 

Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame for supporting the honorees in their prime and beyond; as 

well as, thank you to those who took part in making this event happen. 

 

Athletic Hall of Fame Committee 



MARVIN BASS ROLAND DAY RICKY HUNLEY 

ROBERT KILBOURNE WILLIAM LAWSON, JR. MOSES MALONE 

ERIC TIPTON PAUL WEBB MARK WEST 



 Marvin Bass was a standout lineman at Petersburg High School in the late 1930s and a 
superior tackle on the 1937 Wave State Championship team.  During his tenure at Petersburg 
High School, he was both an All - State and All - South selection. 

 Bass spent his collegiate career at the College of William and Mary where he continued 
to excel on both sides of the line of scrimmage.  His mentor, Petersburg High school Coach 
Roland Day, had taught him the value of leadership, a skill Bass continued with the Tribe.  
There he garnered accolades as an All - State and All - Conference lineman as well as serv-
ing as captain of the 1942 team. 

 Bass chose to follow his mentor by becoming a coach, serving on both the collegiate 
and professional levels for over 60 years.  He began as an assistant coach at his alma mater 
and later became its head coach.  Bass also held other coaching positions at the college level 
including head coach at the University of South Carolina. 

      Bass coached at Birmingham of the World Football League and the Buffalo Bills. 
Bass’s travels during his coaching years included stops in the Southern Conference, Atlantic 
Coach Conference, Continental Conference, the World Football League, the Canadian foot-
ball League, and the National Football League. 

      Bass was another Petersburg High School standout who was well respected during his 
coaching career. He was inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame in 1981.  Bass philos-
ophy was, “ Do the things you should do-----not the things you want to do.” 

 Bass has been honored  by several other organizations, including the William and Mary 
Hall of Fame and the University of South Carolina Hall of Fame.  The University of South Car-
olina also named the strength and conditioning center at Brice’s stadium in his honor. 



 Roland Day was born in Columbus, Georgia in 1900.  He arrived in Petersburg in 
1926 as Coach and Athletic Director at Petersburg High School.  Coach Day coached all 
sports for many years without any paid assistants. 

      Prior to his appointment at PHS, Coach Day coached at Lynchburg College, Virginia 
Tech, and  Woodrow Wilson High School in Portsmouth, Virginia which he led to a VHSL 
State Championship.  

      For his first years, Coach Day’s Petersburg teams were just under .500 or break even 
until 1929 when the team posted a 6-4 record.  Petersburg had arrived as a football power-
house in the state.  From 1929 through 1950, the Wave only had one losing season.  Coach 
Days’ record from 1932-1945, was 114 victories while losing only 24 games and tying 10.  
His 1933 team went 12-0, scored 393 points and allowed only 28 points.  This 1933 team 
was recognized as the best team in the state and possibly the best high school team in the 
US (note: In 1933, PHS was not a member of VHSL; therefore, it is not listed in the VHSL 
record book).  The Wave won the VHSL State Championship in 1937 (10-0) and again in 
1944.   

 Coach Day was a mentor to many young men in Petersburg who had outstanding col-
lege and professional success.  Included in that group were: Duke and professional baseball 
standout, Eric Tipton; William & Mary and professional football coach, Marvin Bass; Wash-
ington & Lee captains and football standouts Will Rogers and Richard Boisseau, and many 
other PHS outstanding athletes, such as Everette “Buck” Kitchen, Paul Webb, Harry Hart-
man, Randy Mallory, Oscar Wood, and Herb Miller, just to name a few. 

      Coach Day ran a short punt formation, specializing in strong fundamentals with plenty 
of blocking and tackling drills.  Coach Day’s teams were well organized and disciplined. 

      Coach Day turned over the football reins to former PHS standout, Randy Mallory, and 
the basketball team to one of his first assistants, Bob Kilbourne.  Day continued to support 
PHS and the City by serving as Director of Recreation, Civil Defense Coordinator, and Su-
pervisor of Health & Physical Education for the school system. 

      Coach Day was an avid fitness person and spent many hours at the local YMCA.  Al-
so, he supervised activities at Wilcox Lake for many years during the summer season.  Over 
the years, he was always available for his “boys” when they stopped by for a visit. 

      Coach Day was a true southern gentleman.  His love for Petersburg was stated as, 
“This city, Petersburg, Virginia, is my home.  I have raised my family here.  Petersburg is part 
of us, and it has been good to us.” 

     Coach Day was inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame in 1979.  Also of note 
Day was elected the first President of the Virginia Coaches Association in 1948. 



 

 Ricky Hunley led the 1979 Crimson Wave football team  
to a State Championship.  Hunley served as co-captain of that ’79 team coached by Nor-
man Jenkins. 

 His stellar performance on the gridiron led him to a scholarship to play for the Wild-
cats at University of Arizona. Hunley was a two-time NCAA consensus All-American line-
backer, All Conference and Pac-10 Co-Player of the Year.  Hunley was honored for his ac-
complishments and inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1997.  

 During Ricky’s years in Petersburg, he participated in all of the city’s recreation pro-
grams and developed his skills at an early age, excelling in football and baseball. Hunley 
played both sports at a high level and while football became a life-long career, he fielded 
numerous offers to play professional baseball. 

 Hunley entered the University of Arizona in 1980 and was followed later by his 
brother, Lamonte. They were outstanding linebackers for the Wildcats and were both 
named to the Top 50 Wildcat Football Players List (Lamonte ranked #50 and Ricky ranked 
#1.) 

 Ricky’s outstanding college career led him to the next level when the Cincinnati Ben-
gals chose him seventh overall in the first round of the 1984 draft.  He played in the NFL for 
seven years and started in two Super Bowls for the Denver Broncos (XXI & XXII.)  

 Education has been an important factor in Ricky’s life, and his family stressed its im-
portance during his formative years in Petersburg.  He received his B.S. in Business Ad-
ministration at Arizona and attended the Marshall School of Business at the University of 
Southern California.  He has also played an active role in the NFL Minority Fellowship 
Coaching Program.  

 After finishing his playing career, Ricky continued his passion for the sport by pass-
ing down his knowledge to the younger players.  His coaching career began as a graduate 
assistant at USC. He gained valuable experience with coaching stints at University of Mis-
souri and under Coach Spurrier at the University of Florida.  He followed Coach Spurrier to 
Washington to coach the defensive line for the Redskins. When Redskins defensive coordi-
nator, Marvin Lewis, was named Head Coach of the Bengals, one of the first coaching 
hires announced was Ricky Hunley as his linebacker coach. He is currently an assistant 
coach for the University of Memphis.    

 Ricky has been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame (1997), the Universi-
ty of Arizona Hall of Fame (1986) and the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame (2008).  



      Coach Robert “Bob” Kilbourne was born in Big Stone Gap, Virginia.  He joined the US 
Army and was stationed at Ft. Myers, Virginia from 1937-1938. 

      Coach Kilbourne began his college years in 1938 at Hiwassee Junior College in Ten-
nessee, playing both football and basketball.  Kilbourne continued his athletic career at Emory 
& Henry College on a football scholarship but became one of the premier basketball standouts 
in the US.  A two-time All - State selection, he led the state in scoring his junior and senior 
years. 

      Kilbourne began his coaching career at Appalachia High School in 1942.  He next be-
came the assistant football and track coach at Thomas Jefferson High School in Richmond, 
Virginia.  He helped Thomas Jefferson High School advance to the 1943 State Football Cham-
pionship and to a 1944 state runner-up position in track. 

      In the fall of 1944, Coach Kilbourne became an assistant football coach and head bas-
ketball and track coach at PHS.  With Coach Roland Day serving as his mentor, Coach Kil-
bourne taught his teams to be fundamentally sound and well-disciplined.  Because of this, he 
developed many outstanding athletes at PHS.  During his 26 years as basketball coach, he 
had a record of 268-209.  Under his direction, the Wave was District Tournament Champions 
and won two regular season championships. 

           Coach Kilbourne developed the ‘’Lee Day Camp“ in 1953,  first held at Wilcox Lake and 
later at Pocohantas State Park.  He did it all: drove the bus, taught classes, picked up lunch, 
etc.  He made it a great adventure for those who attended. 

      Not many people know that Coach Kilbourne invented a basketball net that was utilized 
for many years throughout the United States.   

 In 1970, Coach Kilbourne became Athletic Director at PHS until his retirement in 1980.  
He was inducted into the Emory & Henry College Sports Hall of Fame in 1972 and the Virginia 
Sports Hall of Fame (1997) 



      Coach William “Bill” Lawson, Jr. was named head basketball coach at PHS in 1976.  
During his tenure from 1976-1998, his teams never had a losing season.  Coach Lawson 
was head basketball coach at Carver High School from 1963-1970, with a 91-51 record; Ma-
toaca High School, 1970-1976, with a 83-51 record, and Petersburg High School, 1976-
1998, with a record of 452-141, for a total of 626 wins and 229 losses during his 36 years of 
coaching. 

      Coach Lawson served as head basketball coach and athletic director during his time 
at PHS.  With Coach Lawson’s outstanding career at PHS, the gymnasium at PHS was 
named on his honor as “William W. Lawson Jr. Gymnasium.”   

          During his coaching career, Coach Lawson led his team to a state runner-up  on two 
occasions.  Coach Lawson had numerous other honors/records in various tournaments and 
was a nominee for the National High School Basketball Coach of the Year. 

 Coach Lawson has the distinction of having been recognized as Coach of the Year 
on the Group A, AA and AAA levels.  He was inducted into the Virginia High School League 
Hall of Fame in 1999.  During his career, Coach Lawson received numerous awards: #1 in 
AP polls on two occasions; District Tournament Championships (15 times); regular Season 
Central District/Region Champions (12 times); eight state playoffs, and Coach of the Year in 
1992 and 1997. 

 Coach Lawson made an impact on the lives of many young men in the Petersburg 
community.  He was always available to render advice and positive counseling to his players 
and others in the Petersburg area.  He was visible in his church and several civic organiza-
tions in the city, leaving a lasting impression on the city and its members. 

 Coach Lawson was inducted into the Virginia High School Hall of Fame in 1999.  He 
has been honored  by several other organizations, Petersburg City Public Schools named 
the gymnasium in his honor in 1999. 



 Moses Malone was born and raised in Petersburg, VA.  He led Petersburg High School to 
two state championships in 1973 and 1974 and compiled a streak of 50 consecutive victories.  
Malone signed with Lefty Drissell to play for the University of Maryland but was selected by Utah 
in the ABA draft.  Malone made the decision to turn professional out of high school and paved the 
way for current players like Kobe Bryant and Lebron James.  

 In two ABA seasons, Malone averaged over 17 points and almost 13 rebounds per game.  
In June 1976 when the ABA merged with the NBA, Moses was drafted by the Portland Trailblaz-
ers and later the Buffalo Braves.  After a brief stint in Buffalo, Malone reunited with his old ABA 
coach in Houston.  Malone established himself right away as one of the league’s best rebound-
ers, particularly on the offensive end. That year in Houston, he shattered the league’s old offen-
sive rebound record and then two years later he broke his own record for offensive rebounds in a 
season.  

 In 1978, in what would have been his senior year at Maryland, he appeared his first NBA 
All - Star game and would go on to make 12 straight All - Star game appearances.  Had Malone 
chosen to accept a scholarship at the University of Maryland, the 1978–79 season would have 
been his  

rookie campaign in the NBA.  Instead, it was his fifth professional season (third with the Rockets)  

and one of the best of his career. Beginning the year at only age 23, Malone went on to win  

the NBA Most Valuable Player Award after averaging 24.8 points and a career-high 17.6 re 

bounds. Having gained 15 pounds in the offseason to weigh in at a robust 235, he led the league  

in rebounding and established the NBA's all-time record for offensive rebounds in a season with  

587. 

 Malone was named one of the NBA’s 50 greatest Players in 1997, NBA Most Valuable 
Player in 1979, 1982, and 1983, and inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
in 2001. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Maryland,_College_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NBA_Most_Valuable_Player_Award


 Eric Tipton was born in Petersburg, Virginia and had a stellar career as a student-
athlete at PHS.  Tipton played football, basketball and baseball, excelling in football and 
baseball.  He was a member of the Wave’s 1933 12-0 team.  He was the Wave’s first high 
school All - American.  Tipton also received All - State and All – South recognition while 
playing for the Wave.   

      Tipton’s college career was another bright light as he continued his education at Duke 
University.  He became one of the all - time greats at Duke while excelling in football and 
baseball.  In 1938, Tipton won a position on the All - American team as half-back.  He was 
very well known for his punting prowess at PHS and Duke.  He had an outstanding ability to 
perfect the “coffin - corner  kick,” the ability to punt the football out of bounds inside the op-
ponents 10 - yard line.  Often times Tipton would deliver a quick kick and put his team in a 
better field position.  During his career at Duke, the Blue Devils amassed a record of 25 - 4, 
winning the Southern Conference Championship in 1936 and 1938. 

      After excelling in sports on the high school and college level, Tipton’s playing career 
continued when he signed a contract with the Cincinnati Reds professional baseball club.  
He was a standout outfielder for several years in the major leagues. 

      As Tipton completed his professional baseball career, he followed in Petersburg 
Coach Roland Day’s footsteps and began coaching.  Tipton held positions as head baseball 
coach and assistant football coach at William & Mary and at Army.  Tipton was the coach of 
Army’s 150 pound football team for several years, as well. 

      Tipton is a member of the College Football Hall of Fame and the Virginia Sports Hall 
of Fame.  Tipton is in the William and Mary Athletic Hall of Fame, The Duke University Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, and the Army (West Point) Hall of Fame.   



 

      Paul Webb, a graduate of Petersburg High School, had an outstanding athletic career 
at PHS.  Webb played all three major sports for the Crimson Wave—football, basketball, and 
baseball. 

      Webb continued his baseball career at William & Mary and graduated in 1951.  During 
the summer he returned to his hometown and signed a contract with the local professional 
baseball team the Petersburg Generals of the Virginia League. 

      Like so many of the outstanding players of the Coach Day era.  Webb pursued a 
coaching career, excelling for 30 years as an outstanding college coach.  Upon his retirement, 
he was the winningest college coach in Virginia with a 511 - 257 record at two Virginia Colleg-
es:  Randolph-Macon College and Old Dominion University. 

      In 19 years at R-MC, Webb’s teams won 315 games and lost 158.  The ‘63 - 64 Yellow 
won the first Mason-Dixon Conference Championship by a Virginia school.  After 19 seasons 
at R-MC, Coach Webb took the reins of the Old Dominion University Monarchs Basketball 
Team.  During his ten year ODU tenure, his record was 196 - 99.  Webb’s team received bids 
to several NCAA Tournaments and appearances at the NIT. 

      During his years at both Randolph - Macon and Old Dominion, Webb was named Dis-
trict III Coach of the Year and the 1977 ECAC Southern Division Coach of the Year.  His 1976
– 77 team won 22 straight games setting the Virginia record as well as a National record for 
the longest winning streak.  Sixteen of Coach Webb’s 24 teams won 19 or more games in a 
single season.  His teams also defeated several top - ranked teams during his 29 - year ca-
reer as a collegiate coach. 

      Coach Webb still continues to work with our youth by conducting his All-Star Basketball 
Camp with his son, Eddie.  Many high school, college and future NBA stars have participated 
in his camp, which has operated for over 50 years.  

      Coach Webb adds the Petersburg High School Athletic Hall of Fame to several others, 
Highland Springs High School Hall of Fame (1999); the William & Mary Hall of Fame (1982); 
and the Old Dominion University Sports Hall of Fame (1990).  In 2013 he was inducted into 
the Hampton Roads Hall of Fame. 

 



 Mark West was born in Fort Campbell, Kentucky and grew up in Petersburg, Virgin-
ia.  West attended Petersburg High School where he developed his prowess as a shot - 
blocker and fierce rebounder.  West led the Central District in blocked shots and rebounds 
culminating his high school career by being named the All-Metro Player of the Year in 
1979. 

 West began his college career at Old Dominion University playing for another PHS 
alumnus, Coach Paul Webb from 1979 -1983. During his four years at ODU, Mark was a 
three - time All - American and led the nation in blocked shots his sophomore and junior 
seasons. As a senior, West was named to the Sun Belt All - Conference Team and be-
came ODU’s all-time blocked shot leader. During his time at ODU, the Monarchs were 80 
- 37, reaching the NCAA tournament twice.  

 West graduated from ODU with a degree in business administration with an em-
phasis in financial management.  He then completed a Master’s Degree in business from 
the University of Phoenix.  West was featured in the July 1999issue of “Fortune Magazine” 
as having been a licensed broker since 1992 and a partner at Presidential Securities in 
Phoenix.  

 After a successful NCAA career, West was drafted in the second round of the NBA 
draft by the Dallas Mavericks.  His NBA career included stops in Milwaukee, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Indiana, Atlanta and Phoenix.  West played 17 seasons in the NBA and is still 
ranked third all-time in career field goal percentage.  

 West has continued his career in basketball, serving as an assistant general man-
ager, vice-president of player programs, player representative, union vice-president and 
coach.  Another highlight of West’s career was his support of the youth of his community.  
West developed a free basketball camp for economically deprived families in the Phoenix 
area. 

 West has also been honored as a member of the Old Dominion University Hall of 
Fame (1988), Hampton Roads African-American Hall of Fame (2004), and the Virginia 
Sports Hall of Fame(2006). 
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Athletic Hall of Fame 
 

Criteria for Hall of Fame Induction 
 

ATHLETE NOMINEE: 

The qualifications to be inducted as a student-athlete into the Petersburg High School Athletic Hall of Fame are as fol-

lows: 

 

- The nominee through athletic achievement must have brought distinction and honor to herself or himself, to the Petersburg High 

School, and to the interscholastic athletic program. 

- The nominee must be a Petersburg High School graduate and at least 10 years removed from his/her high school graduation. 

- The nominee must have participated as a student-athlete in the Petersburg High School System for at least (2) years. 

- The nominee may have received recognition for exceptional athletic performance (Such as Central District Champion, Central 

Regional Champion, State Champion, All State, or All American). 

- The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 

- The nominee is to be considered for his/her achievements in interscholastic athletics. 

- The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 

 

COACH NOMINEE: 

The qualifications to be inducted as a coach into the Petersburg High School Athletic Hall of Fame are as follows: 

 

- The nominee must have served as a coach for the Petersburg High school Athletic Department. 

- The nominee must have made a substantial impact and brought credit, distinction and honor to the Petersburg High School Ath-

letic Department. 

- The nominee must have shown dedication to the growth and development of her/his student-athletes both on and off the field of 

play. 

- The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 

- The nominee is to be considered for his/her coaching achievements while coaching in the Petersburg High School System.  

- The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 

 

CONTRIBUTOR NOMINEE: 

The qualifications to be inducted as a contributor into the Petersburg High School Athletic Hall of Fame are as follows: 

 

- The Hall of Fame Committee may honor a special individual who has shown significant support for the Petersburg High School 

Athletic program. 

- The nominee must be an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the athletic program(s) on a school or town wide 

scale in some capacity. 

- The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 

- The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 

 

TEAM NOMINEE 

The qualifications to be inducted as a former team into the Petersburg High School Athletic Hall of Fame are as follows: 

 

- The nominee through athletic achievement must have brought distinction and honor to itself, to the Petersburg High School Sys-

tem, and to the interscholastic athletic program. 

- The nominee must be at least 10 years removed from the high school graduation of the team senior player(s). 

- The nominee must have participated as a team in the Petersburg High School System. 

- The nominee may have received recognition for exceptional athletic performance (Such as District Champions, Regional Cham-

pions, state Champions, or All American Champions) 

- The nominee must have displayed integrity and good character both on and off the field. 

- The nominee is to be considered for their achievements in interscholastic athletics. 

 

Note: Under extenuating circumstances, specific criteria may be waived by a two-thirds vote of the Selection Committee. 

 

Nomination forms may be picked up at the Petersburg High School Office or downloaded at www.petersburgathletics.org  

and should be postmarked or returned No later than October 1st, in the year proceeding the year of induction to: 

 

Petersburg High School 

3101 Johnson Road 

Petersburg, Virginia 23805 

Attn. Bill Lawson, III 

 

Or may be e-mailed to: wilawson@petersburg.k12.va.us  

http://www.petersburgathletics.org
mailto:wilawson@petersburg.k12.va.us
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