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On behalf of the Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, we would like to congratulate the
2016 Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame. They made strides for the Crimson Wave during their high school career, and have gone to pursue excellence on the next level. We are
excited to have these honorees set the precedent for future inductees.
This year’s class of inductees exemplifies significant contributions to the rich athletic tradition of Petersburg athletics. Many of our honorees have planted seeds in our community that
are still flourishing and growing today. Because of their dedication to PHS athletics, our community has been enhanced.
These honorees epitomize the Petersburg athletic commitment to academics, community, and excellence. They persevered through adversity and difficult situation to make the most
of each situation. Their commitment to represent the Crimson Wave with pride serves as inspiration and motivation to those in our community and future athletes.
The accomplishments of the 2016 Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame are deserving of this prestigious award. Although their days at “Dear Ole PHS” have ended, their legacy
and influence is still evident today, and will be evident for a lifetime. We are honored to have
had them represent the Crimson Wave, and to take part in this ceremony.
Thank you to the families, friends, community, and fans of the 2016 Class of Petersburg
Athletic Hall of Fame for supporting the honorees in their prime and beyond; as well as, thank
you to those who took part in making this event happen.

Athletic Hall of Fame Committee
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Nicole Cook is a 2001 graduate of Petersburg High School, and competed for the
indoor and outdoor track and field teams for four years. During her time at PHS, Cook
always represented herself and PHS with great pride and honor. On the track, Cook
was an invaluable asset to the team, and an extremely versatile runner. She found her
niche in the mid- distance events. Her speed helped her dominate the track in the 300
meter, 400 meter, 500 meter, and 800 meter events.
Throughout her years competing for PHS, Cook was the District and Region
Champion for each of her events. In the 400m, she was a State and National Qualifier.
And, in the 500m and 800m events, she was the State Champion during her senior year.
To top off her incredible senior year at PHS, Cook competed in the 800m at the New
Balance National Indoor Meet, where she captured a first place win as well.
In addition to her many first place wins, Cook earned a spot on the All- District, All
- Region, and All- State teams during her career at PHS. In her senior year, she was
voted as the Central District and Central Region Female Athlete of the Year. She was
also named Adidas All- American in 2000, and Nike All- American in 2001. Cook went
on to have an incredible running career at the University of Tennessee, where she competed in the 800m. She was the NCAA National Champion and Record Holder for the
800m. Additionally, she was named NCAA All- American, All SEC team, and competed
in the Olympic trials.
Currently, Cook serves as one of the assistant track and field coaches and the
Director of Cross- Country at Virginia Commonwealth University. In her 5 years at VCU,
Cook has helped many athletes achieve their potential and make it to the next level. Her
knowledge and experience on the track has helped propel her to being a great asset to
the Rams’ program.

Earl Weston Hawkins, a 1961 graduate of Petersburg High School, lettered in three
sports, track, baseball and football during his four years here. It was his success on the gridiron that earned him awards and honors on the district, state, regional and national levels.
Hawkins was selected to the All-Central District team for two years, leading the district in
scoring. He was the first central district player to score over 100 points since 1955. His senior
year he received the first annual Brown & Williamson Outstanding Player Award and was selected to the Group 1A All-State Football Team.
Hawkins was the state’s top Group IA scorer with 133 points. He received a trophy from
The Virginia Sports Writers and Sportscasters Association for being chosen as the state’s top
high school athlete (football) for the 1960 season.
This honor was followed by his selection as the top athlete from Virginia to the 41st annual
All-Southern Football Squad, the south’s top interscholastic prep gridiron honor. Hawkins was
one of two Virginia athletes named to the tenth annual All-American scholastic football squad
sponsored by Scholastic Magazine. Hawkins became the first Petersburg High School athlete
in its history to attain this top honor at the high school level. He was also selected to the 1960
Wigwam Wisemen of America All-American football Team. Hawkins’s performance on the field
helped lead the 1960 Wave to a 7-2-1 overall record for the season, the best in 14 years.
“Big Earl” was signed by Florida State University, but following his freshman year, he
transferred to Emory & Henry College, where he continued to achieve success on the football
field. Hawkins was honored as the state’s most outstanding small college player both years
that he played at E&H and was a two time All-American with a first team selection the second
year.
Hawkins was inducted as a charter member of the Emory & Henry Sports Hall of Fame in
1972 (the same year as Bob Kilbourne, a member of the Petersburg High School HOF). By a
resolution of the College’s Board of Trustees, in 2013 Hawkins’s #45 jersey was retired.
Despite a broken collarbone at the beginning of the 1964 season, he was drafted by the Detroit Lions. He was traded to the Baltimore Colts prior to the 1966 season. A knee injury ended his football career, but not his participation in sports. Hawkins enjoyed a career in education, teaching and coaching youth at the elementary and high school levels. “The Hawk” excelled in slow-pitch softball. He is a member of the Central Virginia ASA Hall of Fame and the
Virginia USSSA Hall of Fame. He coached the Stompers (a women's slow pitch softball team)
to an ASA National Championship.
Unfortunately, pancreatic cancer took Hawkins’s life in December 2014. Hawkins thrived on
the challenges of competition. He was proud of the honors and awards, but never forgot that
his accomplishments were possible because of outstanding coaches and dedicated teammates.

Tiya Hines is a 2000 graduate of Petersburg High School. Hines was a student who
was very involved in the activities at PHS. She contributed greatly to the softball team while
she was a student, and she was also a crucial member of the PHS Marching Band. In her
four years at PHS, Hines truly shined on the mound during her junior and senior years. When
Hines’ windmill pitch left the mound, she made herself and the Crimson Wave something to
be feared by all of their opponents.
Hines pitched 28 games during her last two years at HPS, which caught the attention of
many spectators. In total, Hines threw 283 strikeouts (ERA 2.51) with numerous no- hitters.
In addition to her pitching skills, Hines could hold her own at the plate. She had a .409
and .422 batting average, .773 and .628 slugging percentage, and 15 running based in.
Hines led the Crimson Wave softball team to numerous wins and advanced to championship
tournaments. Due to her exceptional skills, she earned a full scholarship to play softball at
Florida State A&M University, where she starred as a freshman. At Florida A&M, Hines led her
team in homeruns, and played a significant time as a freshman.
Hines transferred to Virginia State University the following year. At VSU, Hines was
the starting pitcher and played center field as well. She was ranked high among other NCAA
players, and received number awards for her outstanding abilities on the field. She served as
an assistant coach at VSU, and then was recruited by North Carolina Central University to attend graduate school on a full scholarship as a graduate assistant for the Eagles. In 2006, the
Eagles won the CIAA Softball Tournament. From NCCU, Hines coached at Winston Salem
State University and now teaches at NCCU and is the Pitching Instructor at Shaw University.

Norman Jenkins, a native of Gloucester, Virginia, graduated from Achilles High School
located in Maryus, Virginia, where he played fullback for the grid team until graduation. He
worked for a while after graduation until he was inducted into the Army. While stationed in Korea, he played on his unit's baseball team as catcher.
Jenkins then went to Randolph-Macon College in 1957 where he played lineman on
their football team as well as on the baseball team. He received his B.S. Degree from Randolph-Macon in 1960, and his Masters of Education Degree from Virginia State University later.
Jenkins came to Petersburg High School in 1961 and was assistant football coach under Bob Howard for 2 years, and then for Bobby Tyler for the following 8 years. He was baseball coach for quite a few years and also did umpiring for the City of Petersburg leagues.
In 1971, Jenkins became the head football coach for the next 12 years and led the Crimson Wave to an overall record of 99-24-2, which included 5 Central District titles, 2 cochampionships, 8 regional appearances, and the AAA State Championship in 1979 with a victory over Patrick Henry of Roanoke in the finals at Richmond City Stadium. He was also known
for his 88-6 record (.936) during the 70's as the best by any group AAA school in state history
for that decade.
Jenkins became the Athletic Director in 1980 until his demise in 1983. A comment from
one of his former football players, Frankie Smith, after his death: "He related our football
games to life. He kept the game fun. In tight games he would tell us that this is just like life fellows, we just have to stick together and work things out."
One of Jenkins’s football assistants, Jim Porach, who later became Principal of Petersburg High School, commended Jenkins for his overall care and concern for his athletes. He
served as their surrogate father on many occasions on and off the field of play. During the
Christmas Season, Jenkins also served the community in a compassionate manner by delivering food and gifts to many households, especially those bordering the poverty level.
Jenkins had a heart of gold, loved his association with the Petersburg High School students and fellow teachers and was sorely missed upon his death. Jenkins was a true champion and was a Godsend to the city of Petersburg.

Winston “Hal” Nunnally was born on October 19, 1937 and graduated from Petersburg
in 1957. He later attended Randolph Macon College (RM-C), and earned his Bachelor’s degree from Virginia Commonwealth University. Although he never played basketball during
high school or college, he became a student of the game as a scorekeeper and manager for
Coach Paul Webb, also a PHS graduate, at RM-C. Nunnally started his coaching career at
Prince George High School as an assistant coach. From PGHS, he moved to Tidewater
Academy as the head coach.
His time at Tidewater Academy led him to become the coach at RM-C, where he spent
the rest of his coaching career. He coached the Yellow Jackets form 1964- 1999). Nunnally’s
players praised him for being a teacher of the game, and a coach who invested whole- heartedly into his players. His dedication to the Yellow Jackets helped each of his players compete
as a unit that complements each other rather than individuals. While at RM-C, he clinched
431 wins, making him one of just four men’s coaches in the state intercollegiate history to
have more than 400 victories at one institution.
Due to his exceptional coaching skills, Nunnally and his RM-C team won several conference championships during his 24 seasons of coaching. In 1984, 1985, and 1987, he led
the Yellow Jackets to become the Mason- Dixon Athletic Conference Champions. In 1990
and 1991, he led the Yellow Jackets to become the Old Dominion Conference Champions. He
also has been named Coach of the Year several times within the Mason- Dixon Conference
and the Old Dominion Conference. The National Association of Basketball Coaches nominated him for Coach of the Year five times. Additionally, he has been inducted into the Randolph
Macon College Athletic Hall of Fame for his years of service. Nunnally accomplished more on
that basketball sideline as a “teacher” than a typical coach, and he has greatly reaped the rewards for it.

Carl Peal was born August 31, 1927. Ever since he was a young boy, Peal loved the
game of basketball, and that love only grew stronger as he began coaching. His first coaching
position was at Peabody High School, where he had several successful seasons. At Peabody, he coached football, basketball, and baseball, which allowed him to build strong with
each of his athletes year- round. From 1956- 1970, Peal achieved a record of 214- 59, earning his teams several accolades and championships.
During his coaching career, he coached his teams to five regular season championships in 1956, 1960, 1961, 1962, and 1963. He led his teams to be District Championships in
1960, 1961, and 1962. Peabody won the State Championship in 1960, which was just the beginning of “wins” for Peal and his players. In his coaching career at Petersburg, Peal went 173 in 1972. They followed this record in 1973 with a perfect record of 25-0, and the team repeated this again in 1974. During these “perfect” seasons, the Crimson Wave won the State
Champion title; Moses Malone was one of the vital members on the team.
A man of great pride in the Crimson Wave, Peal helped his players to understand the
power of a winning attitude. His drive inspired many players to play their heart out for Peal,
and to take pride in the culture of Petersburg Athletics. He coached with heart, motivating his
players to do the same. When Peal decided to retire, it was a bittersweet decision, but he
knew he had given all that he could to Petersburg Athletics. Although Peal was not on the
sidelines anymore when he retired, he was still an influential figure in the PHS building as an
assistant principal, coaching students to do their best.

A native of Petersburg, Virginia, Sylita Thomas made an immediate impact upon joining the varsity Crimson Wave team in 1991, contributing as she could as a freshman to reach
the Virginia A1 Quarterfinals and state semifinals. She would go on to lead the Central District in different seasons in scoring, rebounding, and blocked shots as well as earning District,
Regional Titles, Richmond Times Dispatch Third Team in 1993-94 and First Team in 199495. During her senior year, she was selected to play in the VHSL All- Star game. She was also a three sports participant: tennis, track, and basketball. Thomas is the first female athlete
to have her basketball jersey (#24) retired in 2010.
Upon graduating from Petersburg High School, Thomas went on to play at
Georgetown University in Washington, DC. At Georgetown, Thomas was a four year starter
and one of the most consistent players during her four years. She currently holds the all-time
record in blocked shots at 155, scored 1,338 (8th) points and 904 (3rd) rebounds.
As a freshman, Thomas was named to the Big East All Rookie team and as a junior
she was named to the Big East Third Team in 1998. During that same year, she was selected
by the Big East Committee to join the All-Star selection team that toured Europe and played
in several basketball tournaments.
Thomas graduated from Georgetown University with a degree in Studio Art and Computer Science in 1999. Directly after college, she went on to play professional basketball in
Europe, which spanned over 11 seasons. She averaged a total of 16.1 points, 8.8 rebounds
and shooting a 79.6 free throw percentage. Thomas officially retired in the Spring of 2012.
Throughout and after her basketball career, Thomas has built and managed two successful online businesses. In addition, she continued her education in Spain, and earned a
Master's Degree in Computer Applications & Application Development in 2015.

Montague “Q” Winfield was a ‘plank owner/plank holder’ for the wrestling programs at
Petersburg High School and Peabody High School. He was a member of the first wrestling
teams at both schools. Notable, Winfield was the school’s first All- State Wrestler. Additionally, he won both All- District and All- Regional honors twice. He served as captain of the
1970- 71 wrestling team, and led the Wave to its first Central District team title in school history. He was the epitome of a high school scholar- athlete, an honor roll student, a member
of the Science Club, Chess Club, a member of the concert and marching bands. Winfield
was the recipient of the first wrestling scholarship offered to a PHS wrestler.
While wrestling at Virginia State University and a ROTC cadet, Winfield had three undefeated seasons. He was a four- time CIAA Wrestling Champion, four- time VCAA Wrestling Champion, Virginia Colleges and Universities Tournament State Champion, NAIA Region 9 Champion, voted Most Outstanding Wrestler in the tournament, NCAA District 29
Champion, and NCAA Division II National Championship Qualifier. He was also a NAIA AllAmerican Honorable Mention. Winfield was inducted into the Virginia Collegiate Athletic Association Hall of Fame in 1987.
From 1976- 1977, Winfield was the head coach at Surry County High School, and led
the wrestling team to its first district team championship and had two state champion wrestlers. While serving in the military, he wrestled Greco and Free style for one of Germany’s
top national sports clubs, and he had two undefeated seasons. Highlighting his wrestling career, Winfield defeated a German Olympic wrestler.
Winfield is a retired Army Major General and a former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense. He is currently the National Preparedness Director for the Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency in Atlanta, Georgia.
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When: Saturday, May 14, 2016
Where: Dogwood Trace Golf Course
3108 Homestead Drive
Petersburg, VA 23803
Tee Time: 8:30 am
Cost: $300 per team or
$ 75 per individual
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1st, 2nd, & 3rd
Place Teams

Raffles

Putting Challenge

s/
e
z
i
Pr
s
Gift

Longest
Drive

Make checks payable to:
Petersburg High School
Attn. Athletic Department
3101 Johnson Road
Petersburg, VA 23805

For more information, contact Bill Lawson
(Athletic Director—Petersburg H.S.) (804) 862-7144 #5
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Athletic Department
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