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*Richard Boisseau, Football 

 

Ron Bolton, Football 

 

Kerry Gray, Football 

 

Elton C. Howerton Jr.,  Football 

 

Kendall Langford, Football 

 

Jerome Mathis, Track, Football 

 

Dr. Franklin Smith, Coach 

 

*Ann Bell Van Landingham, Coach 

 

1966 PHS Varsity Football Team 

 

 

 

    

* Deceased  
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2018 AWARDS PROGRAM 

 

 

PRESIDING 

Rita Harper  

 

PURPOSE 

William Lawson, III 

 

WELCOME 

Sheriff Vanessa Crawford 

 

INTRODUCTION OF MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

Rita Harper 

 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

Sean Robertson 

 

INVOCATION 

Reverend Jeffrey Reaves 

 Good Shepherd Baptist Church 

 

 ***************     DINNER      *************** 

 

INDUCTION CEREMONY 

Richard Boisseau, Football 

Ron Bolton, Football 

Kerry Gray, Football 

Elton C. Howerton Jr.,  Football 

Kendall Langford, Football 

Jerome Mathis, Track, Football 

Dr. Frank Smith, Coach 

*Ann Bell Van Landingham, Coach 

1966 PHS Varsity Football Team 
 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

Sheriff Vanessa Crawford 
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       Sincerely,  



6 

April 21, 2018 

 

 

 On behalf of the Athletic Hall of Fame Committee, we would like to congratulate the 

2018 Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame.  They made strides for the Crimson Wave dur-

ing their high school career, and have gone to pursue excellence on the next level.  We are 

excited to have these honorees set the precedent for future inductees. 

 This year’s class of inductees exemplifies significant contributions to the rich athletic tra-

dition of Petersburg athletics.  Many of our honorees have planted seeds in our community that 

are still flourishing and growing today.  Because of their dedication to PHS athletics, our com-

munity has been enhanced. 

 These honorees epitomize the Petersburg athletic commitment to academics, communi-

ty, and excellence.  They persevered through adversity and difficult situation to make the most 

of each situation. Their commitment to represent the Crimson Wave with pride serves as inspi-

ration and motivation to those in our community and future athletes. 

 The accomplishments of the 2018 Class of Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame are deserv-

ing of this prestigious award.  Although their days at “Dear Ole PHS” have ended, their legacy 

and influence is still evident today, and will be evident for a lifetime.  We are honored to have 

had them represent the Crimson Wave, and to take part in this ceremony. 

 Thank you to the families, friends, community, and fans of the 2018 Class of Petersburg 

Athletic Hall of Fame for supporting the honorees in their prime and beyond; as well as, thank 

you to those who took part in making this event happen. 

 

Athletic Hall of Fame Committee 
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Ron Bolton 

Jerome Mathis 
Ann Bell 

Van Landingham 
Dr. Franklin L. Smith 

Kerry Gray 

1966 PHS Varsity Football Team 

Richard Boisseau Elton C. Howerton Jr. 

Kendall Langford 
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Richard W. “Dick” Boisseau was born in Petersburg and, like so many of its native sons, 

went on to excel in football at Petersburg High School under its legendary coach, Roland Day. A 

bruising lineman, he was captain of the Crimson Wave team, which achieved a 9-1 record his sen-

ior season in 1935. He was highly recruited by many colleges after being named one of the state’s 

top players that year. 

Dick decided to attend Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Va. after hearing a 

sales pitch from Lewis F. Powell, a W&L alumnus who went on to become a United States Su-

preme Court Justice. He was captain of the freshman team in 1936, and took over at left tackle on 

the varsity team early in his sophomore year after replacing an injured player. He never relin-

quished this position for the remainder of his career at W&L. Playing at 6 feet 2 inches and 

weighing 270 pounds, he was named to the All-Southern Conference First Team in 1939, and was 

an Associated Press All-American Honorable Mention selection in both 1938 and 1939. He was 

inducted into the Washington & Lee Athletic Hall of Fame in 1991. 

In addition to being a fine athlete, Dick was also a model citizen at W&L. He was the 

president of his social fraternity, Phi Kappa Sigma; and was also inducted into Omicron Delta 

Kappa, the national leadership honor society.  The dean of students wrote in his final transcript: 

“For four years a fine influence on campus.”  

After graduation, he became involved in the civic affairs of Petersburg. He was a member 

of the Petersburg Rotary Club and Saints and Sinners, served on the Vestry at Christ and Grace 

Episcopal Church, and was president of the Country Club of Petersburg. In addition, he served on 

the boards of the American Automobile Association of Virginia, the former Bank of Virginia and 

the Virginia Foundation of Independent Colleges.  

During his business career, he was a principal in two men’s clothing stores located on N. 

Sycamore St. in Petersburg: James A. Rosenstock Clothiers and Young-Harrison. He subsequent-

ly retired as the Director of the Appomattox Basin Industrial Development Corporation. 

Dick Boisseau passed away in 1999 at the age of 82 and is buried alongside his beloved 

wife “Babs” in the cemetery at St. Mary’s Whitechapel Episcopal Church in Lively (Lancaster 

County), Va.   

He will be forever remained by everyone that knew him as a very fine gentleman. 
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 Ron Bolton was born in Petersburg, VA in 1950 to Lilian and Henry Bolton.  He attended 

Peabody High School from 1965 to 1968. 

 He elected to finish his secondary education at Peabody High, where he received his diploma. 

This was right after schools were desegregated, and instead of transferring to Petersburg High 

School, he elected to graduate from where he began. It was in walking distance, and a great school. 

 Peabody High eventually became a middle school, and Petersburg High School would eventu-

ally absorb students who would have attended Peabody.  Peabody High School, the first public high 

school for educating African Americans in Virginia, became a mere shadow in Virginia Public Edu-

cation history. 

 He lettered three years in football under head coach Albert Jones.  During his senior year, the 

Peabody Lions were co-Central Division champions of the Virginia Inter-Scholastic Association 

(VIA).  A teammate and close friend of his, Richard “Hamburger” Perry, was a 6-5, 300-pound of-

fense and defensive tackle everyone was recruiting. When he signed with Norfolk State, he followed 

him there to tryout as a walk-on.  He made the football team, received a scholarship, and lettered for 

four years.  He was named to the 1972 Pittsburgh Courier All-American team his senior year.  Later 

that year, he was drafted by the New England Patriots in the fifth round of the NFL draft, the 124th 

pick overall. 

 In 1976, he was traded to the Cleveland Browns.  His professional football career spans elev-

en years.  From 1983 to 1986 he ran two businesses he owned.  He closed the businesses to pursue 

his true calling, coaching football.  He was fortunate to start at the collegiate level under his former 

coach with the Browns, Sam Rutigliano.  He was named the head coach at Liberty University.  After 

a year at Liberty, he received the opportunity to return to Norfolk and coach at his alma mater.  After 

five seasons at Norfolk State, he continued coaching at Howard University, Delaware State Universi-

ty, and Booker T. Washington High School in Norfolk, VA. 

 The most influential people in his athletic career were Coach Albert Jones, Curt Maddox, 

William “Dick” Price, Larry Weaver at New England, Charlie Stukes of Crestwood High School in 

Chesapeake and the Baltimore Colts, and David Levenson, who gave him his first job.  Then, he has 

to mention, and thank, all of his teammates and friends who followed practically every tackle and 

interception he ever made. 

 He will be inducted into the Virginia Interscholastic Association (VIA) Hall of Fame in 2018. 
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 Kerry Gray is currently the Athletic Director at Hopewell High 

School.  He was born April 6, 1967 in Petersburg, Virginia, and is the 

son of Ramona Gray and Robert Franklin.  Kerry is a 1985 graduate 

from Petersburg High School, where he lettered 3 years in football and 

named captain his senior year.  Kerry played linebacker and spearhead-

ed a defense that had 6 shutouts and gave up 39 points en-route to a 7-2-1 record.  Kerry was selected as 

All- American linebacker by Bigger Faster Stronger Magazine. Kerry played his best game against High-

land Springs, where he recorded 32 tackles an interception and a forced fumble in a 0-0 tie. He set Peters-

burg High School’s record for most tackles in a game, 32, and in a season, 167. He finished his final season 

with 6 interceptions and five fumble recoveries.  Kerry was named All - District, All- Region, All- State, 

team MVP, and All- American in 1984.  Kerry played in the VHSL All- Star game and amassed 13 solo 

tackles, 3 assisted tackles, an interception, and a fumble recovery.  He won the Virginia State Powerlifting 

Championship at the 220 pound class. 

 Kerry signed a full athletic scholarship to The College of William and Mary, where he was a four 

year started at linebacker.  He started six games his freshman year with a  22 tackle (nine solo) perfor-

mance against Delaware in a 17-16 win.   Kerry would deliver double digit tackles in 4 other games his 

freshman year and was named to the All Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) honor roll. Kerry 

was named Rookie of the Year by the William and Mary Quarterback as a true freshman, He was named 

the 1986 Winter Warrior for the football player who best exemplified the off season conditioning program. 

Kerry was named MVP of the 1987 Oyster Bowl, where he ignited a goal line stance with a bone crushing 

tackle for a lost on first and goal from the one inch line.   He was voted team MVP in 1988.  Kerry won the 

Defensive MVP for the inaugural Epson-Ivy Bowl played in Japan. Kerry finished his college career with 

491 tackles, 1 interception, 5 ½ sacks, and 22 tackles for loss. Kerry graduated  in 1989 with a Bachelor of 

Arts in Economics.  Kerry graduated from Strayer University in 2009, with a Master’s of Business Admin-

istration, and in 2013, he successfully completed his  Principal Certification from Lamar University.  He 

resides in Chester, Virginia with his beautiful wife Laura, daughter, Kylah, son, Jaden, and dog Shadow.  

His hobbies include coaching track and field, reading, and playing golf.   

 Kerry was the Head Track and Field Coach at  - Richard Bland College 2014-2016, Highland 

Springs High School 2004-2008, Dinwiddie High School 2001-2003, and Petersburg High School 1993-

1998.  Kerry has coached football at Carter G. Woodson Middle School (Offensive Coordinator) 2012-

2015, Manchester High School (Running Back Coach) 2011, Highland Springs High (Defensive Coordina-

tor) 2004-2005, Dinwiddie High School (Defensive Coordinator) 2001-2003, Virginia State University 

(Defensive Line) 2000, Petersburg High School (Defensive Coordinator) 1992-1998.  Kerry is also the for-

mer Athletic Director of Petersburg High School.  He is the current Athletic Director of Hopewell High 

School. 
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 "Cig" Howerton was a three-sport athlete in football, basketball, and baseball 
for Randolph-Macon. He came to the college in 1956 following a tour of duty in Ko-
rea with the Army. After being named Honorable Mention all-Little 8 in football in 
1957, he went on to earn even more honors in 1958. Those included: first-team Little 
All-American; first-team all-Little 8; and first-team all-Mason Dixon Conference. He 
was a co-captain on the 1958 football team, which won the Mason-Dixon Conference 
with a victory over arch-rival Hampden-Sydney. In addition to football, Howerton 
was also a relief pitcher on the baseball team, and he was a forward on the basketball 
team. 

 While serving in the Army, Howerton played baseball and football in Korea as 
part of the 24th Infantry Division sports program. His football team won the Armed 
Forces Far East (AFFE) Army Korea divisional championship. 

 After graduating from Randolph-Macon, Howerton coached football and track 
and taught math at Hopewell High School in Hopewell, Virginia. He served as a fed-
eral agent with the Naval Investigative Service from 1961 to 1984. From 1984 to 
1993, he was security director for the Pentagon Federal Credit Union. at the time, 
he was the head of security and discipline at West Potomac High School in Fairfax 
County in northern Virginia. 

 Over the years, Howerton was heavily involved as a referee and coach for 
youth sports leagues. He continues to attend Randolph-Macon athletic contests, and 
he promotes the college to high school student-athletes. 
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 Kendall Langford was born and bred in Petersburg, Virginia.  While at Petersburg 
High School, he played for the football and basketball teams, and he was an important 
member on both teams.  During his football career as a defensive end at PHS, Langford 
earned All– District, All– Region, and All– Metro Honors.  He had 33 sacks and 67 tack-
les for loss in his junior year; he was also a four year letterman.  Because he made great 
strides for the Crimson Wave on and off the field, Langford received multiple college of-
fers to include University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, Morgan State, and other Division I-
AA schools.   

 Despite the numerous offers, Langford chose to play at Hampton University.  Like 
his career at PHS, Langford left a lasting mark at Hampton as well.  As a freshman play-
er, Langford played in twelve games, and started in three of those games.  He recorded 
44 tackles (15 solo), 11.5 tackles for a loss, 4.5 sacks, 7 quarterback pressures, 2 forced 
fumbles, and a fumble recovery.  Due to his incredible first season, he started all 12 
games of the next season.  

 He continued to have excellent sophomore, junior, and senior seasons.  In total, 
Langford played 47 games for the Pirates.  He had 236 tackles (110 solo), 56.5 tackles 
for loss, 23.5 sacks, 39 quarterback pressures, 9 forced fumbles, a fumble recovery, 5 
pass deflections, an interception, 5 blocked kicks, and 2 touchdowns. 

 Having a successful college career allowed Langford to grab the attention of sev-
eral NFL teams.  He entered the draft in 2008, and earned private workouts with the fol-
lowing teams: Detroit Lions, Miami Dolphins, Minnesota Vikings, St. Louis Rams, and 
Pittsburgh Steelers.  In the end,  Langford was drafted in the 3rd round (66th overall) by 
the Miami Dolphins.  Since his first season with the Dolphins, Langford has played with 
St. Louis Rams, Indianapolis Colts, New Orleans Saints, and Houston Texans. 

 Langford contributed greatly to the teams for which he has played football, but he 
also supports the community of Petersburg.  In 2013, Langford donated equipment to the 
weight room at PHS for players of all sports to take advantage of.  He has provided for 
the community of Petersburg in many other ways that have helped many athletes and 
coaches flourish.  
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 Jerome Mathis, a 2001 graduate of Petersburg High School, was a standout athlete in both track 
and football.  Mathis’s competitive nature was unmatched while at Petersburg High School, which 
placed him at the top of the ranks in both sports and allowed him to continue to level up as his career 
went on.  Mathis was an invaluable asset on the football field, he was an All-state, All-district and All-
metro wide receiver and kick returner.  Once football season was finished, Mathis took his natural 
speed and talent to the track, where he became one of the most decorated male track and field athletes 
ever at Petersburg High School.  Mathis  left high school as a six time state champion in track, winning 
the 2001 national indoor 200 meter title, and setting the 7th fastest time in the nation with 21.79 sec-
onds, at the Nike Classic meet. He also set the joint 5th fastest 55 meters time in the nation that year 
with 6.29 seconds and the 2nd fastest 300 meter indoor time with 34.03 seconds.  Mathis also competed 
in the long jump, posting a personal best of 7.50 meters at Landover, Maryland in 2003. 

 Mathis went on to take his career to the next level at Hampton University, where he again rose 
to the upper echelon in both track and football competing in the MEAC conference.  Mathis was a 1-
AA NCAA All American while playing football as a Pirate. Mathis holds the NCAA record for career 
kick return average, breaking the record set by John Taylor of Delaware State University, with an aver-
age of 26.6 yards per return.   He also holds the NCAA record for career kickoff returns for 
a touchdown with six touchdowns.  Also, while competing in track for one year for the Hampton Pi-
rates Mathis was conference champion indoors in the 60 and 200-meter dash in 2003.  He was also the 
conference and regional champion in the 100 and 200 meters in 2003.  Mathis went on to earn a spot at 
the 2003 NCAA Division I Outdoor National Championships, where placed second in the 200-meter 
dash amongst a host other talented individuals.      

   Mathis again took his career to the next level when he was drafted into the National Football 
League in the fourth round by the Houston Texans in 2005.  It was also during the NFL combine that 
Mathis’s competitive nature and talent was able to assist him with recording the second fastest 40 
time (4.26 seconds) ever at the NFL Combine, which was not broken until 2007.  Within Mathis’s first 
year in the NFL, he earned a Pro Bowl selection and was an All-Pro with the Texans in 2005.  After his 
career with the Texans, Mathis went on to play for the Washington Redskins in 2008 and then with the 
Canadian Football League for the Toronto Argonauts. 

 Mathis has retired as an athlete and currently spends his time developing others with his speed 
training program.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/200_meter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nike,_Inc.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_jump
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Collegiate_Athletic_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Touchdown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/40-yard_dash
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NFL_Combine
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After a brief collegiate wrestling career at Virginia State 
University, Franklin Smith was assigned to do student teaching at 
Peabody High School in 1967. At this time, Peabody was assigned 
to the Central District Region by the Virginia High School League, 
and they did not have a wrestling program. Most, if not all, of the 
schools in the Central District had wrestling programs. So, a wrestling program was a must. The staff of 
Peabody High School’s Athletic Program had an interest in starting a wrestling team to compete with 
the other schools in the Central District.  
  One of the units taught during Smith’s student teaching experience was wrestling, and Coach 
Smith (as he was affectionately called) created an interest in wrestling among the students during this 
brief period. This was a big hit with many of his students, and it got the attention of the late Coach Al-
bert Jones, Athletic Director. Upon completion of his student teaching, Smith was recommended for a 
teaching position at Peabody High School by Coach Jones, contingent upon his commitment to start a 
wrestling program. Since Smith did not have a job offer at that point, “this was sweet music to my ears,” 
states Dr. Franklin Smith. And the rest is history.  
 Smith’s first team consisted of a group of dedicated, hardworking. and committed athletes who 
pursued a sport that pitted them against athletes who had been wrestling for years and coaches who had 
been coaching for years. Many of the opposing team members attended summer wrestling camps to 
hone their skills and to become top notch wrestlers for state ranked wrestling teams. Smith’s team mem-
bers did not start wrestling at an early age, and had never attended any wrestling camps or off-season 
wrestling programs.  The team experienced more losses than team wins during their first year. Smith 
states that “It was clear that as the team progressed through the first year, skills were being refined by 
individual wrestlers, although our team record did not reflect our individual successes. It was also clear 
that these novice wrestlers were dedicated and desirous of becoming better wrestlers,” states Smith.  

Because of the dedication and commitment of individuals on that team, he gives an enormous 
amount of credit for the success of the wrestling program at Petersburg High School and wrestling pro-
grams in neighboring districts to the dedication of this inaugural class of committed athletes at Peabody 
High School. Smith says, “If I offered anything to this team of truly dedicated wrestlers, it was instilling 
a desire to do your best.” 

Smith’s accolades are endless, and they are reflective of his commitment to developing and in-
vesting in great student- athletes. He has earned the Kappa Alpha Psi Achievement and Service Award 
Recipient, and was named Ohio Superintendent of the Year by the American Association of School Ad-
ministrators.  He has earned the Outstanding Leadership Award from Nova Southwestern University, 
and was named "Who's Who in American Education.”  Lastly, Dr. Smith is a recipient of the Unsung 
Hero Award presented by the South Hampton Roads Pan Hellenic Council. 

Smith’s thoughts of the formative years are, “If anyone had asked me in 1968 if I thought the 
wrestling program that we started would have produced nationally competitive wrestlers, Regional and 
State Championship wrestlers and coaches, State Championship Teams, Wrestling Hall of Famers and 
the list goes on, I would have asked them to stop dreaming. The lesson learned here is that if you build a 
team, members of the team will work hard and smart, and then harder and smarter to experience suc-
cess.” 
 He is married to Gloria Hall Smith, and they have 5 children: Frankie, Rick, Ericka, Delvin and 
Kristy, and ten adorable grandchildren.  Dr. Smith and Gloria reside in Washington, DC.  
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     Ann B. Van Landingham was born on March 25, 1916 in Petersburg, Virginia. 
Ann attended Petersburg High School from 1931 until she graduated in 1933. She 
played all three sports that were offered girl's at that time, basketball, field hockey, 
and softball.       
 After high school, Ann continued her education at Madison College in Harri-
sonburg, where she played varsity basketball and field hockey; as well as, she compet-
ed in class softball. Because of her great leadership and dedication, she was captain of 
the varsity field hockey team in 1937.       
 Ann graduated from Madison College in 1938. She then went on to play for a 
Tidewater field hockey team that competed in games across Virginia. She was picked 
to compete at the regional level, and she was later selected to play in the National 
Field Hockey tournament in New York.       
 In 1941, Ann returned to Petersburg and taught for two years before taking over 
the girls’ physical education department at Petersburg High School. Ann coached 
girls’ basketball and field hockey beginning in 1944.  She continued as coach through-
out the 1940s and up to the end of the 1959 season.  She also coached girls’ softball 
for two seasons in 1957 and 1958. Ann served as the advisor to the PHS girls’ Mono-
gram Club from 1959 to 1961, which began in 1959.       
 From 1962 until 1973, Ann worked with Petersburg General Hospital's School 
of Nursing as the guidance counselor and director of physical education. She orga-
nized a physical education program there that involved swimming, basketball, bowl-
ing, riflery, roller skating, volleyball, and softball.       
 Ann molded many young ladies’ futures and was a great influence morally to 
them. In all Ann coached, taught, and advised for over thirty years. For all her accom-
plishments, Ann Van Landingham is worthy of being inducted into the PHS Hall of 
Fame.  



16 

11  DAVID PARRISH 

12  JERRY SPRINGFIELD  

13  DANNY RAY WILKERSON 

14  BOSTON LACKEY 

21  RONNIE ERB 

22  MIKE MOODY 

23  EUGENE BROCKWELL 

24  PETER SANTAGO 

25  KEITH BARKER 

26  RUDY HAWKINS 

27  RODNEY DURHAM 

29  STOKES HILL 

30  DAVID DiRIENZO 

31  RIDDLE HINES 

32  HERMAN WILLIAMS 

33  DONALD FERGUSON 

34  TOMMY WARREN (DECEASED) 

35  TIM RIVES 

36  JAMES BLACK (DECEASED) 

42  ROBERT SPENCER 

50  CHARLES “BOOKIE” BARKSDALE 

52  VINCENT HARDY  

53  JAMES WILKINS 

55  BOB ELMORE 

 

60  LARRY TOOMBS 

62  FRED TOENNIGES 

66  CHARLES WALL 

67  JACK ADEN 

68  EDDIE PHILLIPS 

70  HOWARD BROWN 

71  ALLEN BRISTOW 

72  BRIAN DREBBER 

75  VERNON HONEYCUTT (DECEASED) 

76  TOM HODNETT 

80  BERNARD WRAY 

81  BOB ANTOZZI 

82  RICHARD HILL 

84  RICHARD EARL (DECEASED) 

85  FRANK BRUGH 

86  BERNIE COZZENS 

88   LARRY O’BERRY (DECEASED) 

  FLETCHER BRASWELL 

 

HEAD COACH BOBBY TYLER (DECEASED) 

ASSISTANT COACHES: NORMAN JENKINS (DECEASED) 

   JIM PORACH 

   BOB BUDLOVE 

   NELSON “FOX” RAMSEY 
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 The 1966 Crimson Wave Football Team finished the season, undefeated and un-

tied at 10-0.  The team was led by High School All- American, Ronnie Erb.  The team 

placed over 10 players on the All- Tri-City team and the All- District team.  They had 

three players on All- State team and eight players continuing to play on the collegiate 

level. A Little All-American and a player drafted by the Buffalo Bills of the NFL. 

 The team possessed an explosive offense, especially its’ ground attack.  The Wave 

was known for a shutdown defense and outstanding special teams.  The team improved 

with each victory and gained confidence with each win.  During the teams last seven 

games the Wave averaged 30 points per game while allowing opponents only 5 points 

per game. 

 The Wave scored victories over long standing rivals Hopewell 48-13, while All-

American Ronnie Erb scoring six touchdowns.  And a win over Colonial Heights, 25 – 0 

and a victory over Thomas Dale, 21-7.  They had another outstanding win early in the 

season over Meadowbrook, 21- 19 while the difference was with the outstanding run-

ning by Ronnie Erb and Rudy Hawkins converting all extra-point kicks. 

  The Wave clinched the Central District Title with a victory over Lee-Davis, 26-12 

at Richmond’s City Stadium before a crowd of 12,000.  The game was played on a 

Thursday night.  The next day Petersburg was named the Number One (1) football team 

in the State of Virginia. 

 The VHSL controversial Play-Off system at that time was a (point system).  With 

the Wave’s game against Non-VHSL member Benedictine not included it cost the Wave 

the needed points to play in the title game.  Due to this problem the VHSL established a 

play-off system the next year. 

 The team was ranked #1 in the state during the season for 8 of 10 weeks.  The 

team was #1 in the state after last game … a win over Lee Davis High School. 

 The 1933 team was 12 – 0.  This team was the top team in the U.S. and played 

Jacksonville, Florida what is now the GATOR BOWL.  But were not State Champions 

because they were not a member of the Virginia High School League (VHSL). 

 The 1937 team was 10 - 0 and were state champions.  However, there was no play

-off system.  They were undefeated and “Declared” State Champions. 

 The 1966 team was 10 - 0 and District Champions.  Therefore from 1966 to 1937 

which is 29 years since the last undefeated Petersburg High School team and then from 

1966 to 2017 is 51 years since the last undefeated team.  

 The 1966 team became the first undefeated and untied team since the 1937 team.  

They still hold that record today. 



18 

* Marvin Bass, Football 

 

* Roland Day, Coach 

 

  Ricky Hunley, Football 

 

* Robert Kilbourne, Administrator, Coach 

 

* William Lawson, Jr. Coach 

 

* Moses Malone, Basketball 

 

* Eric Tipton, Football 

 

   Paul Webb, Basketball, Football, Baseball 

 

  Mark West, Basketball 

   Nicole Cook, Track 

 

* Earl Hawkins, Football 

 

   Tiya Hines, Softball 

 

* Norman Jenkins, Coach 

 

* Hal Nunnally, Coach 

 

   Carl Peal, Coach 

 

   Sylita Thomas, Basketball 

 

   Montaque Winfield, Wrestling 

* Deceased 



19 

Ronald Erb, Football 

 

Remus James, Football 

 

Kevin Jefferson, Basketball 

 

Walter Massey, Jr., Baseball 

 

Lisa Mickens-Mason, Basketball 

 

* Oliver Rudy, Football 

 

Brien Smith, Football 

 

Robert W. N. “Wert” Smith, Sr.,  

Contributor 

 

Darrell Stith, Sr.  Basketball 

 

Cheryl Taylor, Basketball 

 

 

1973 and 1974 State Championship 

Teams, Basketball 

Oswald Beloate—74 

Wyatt Curtis—74 

Morris Fultz—73 

*William Gee—74 

Ronald Harris—74 

Eugene Hollins—73, 74 

*Michael Howard—73, 74 

Glenn Johnson—73, 74 

Noah Kerns—73 

*Moses Malone—73, 74 

Billy Nunnally—73 

Jeff Perkins—74 

Gonzell Phillips—73 

Edward Robinson—74 

Ronald Robinson—73 

Stanley Taylor—73, 74 

Mark Thompson—73,  74 

Tony Thweatt—73, 74 

Ronald Walker—73 

Bernard Wilson—73 

 

Head Coach Carl Peal—73, 74 

*Assistant Coach Robinette Hayes—73, 74 

Assistant Coach Jimmy Williams—73, 74 

* Deceased 
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PETERSBURG CITY  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Petersburg 

Athletics 

Hal  Miles- Associate 

An Independent Associate Representing Aflac 

 

804 Moorefield Park Drive 

Suite 205 

Richmond, VA 23836 

(804) 691-4274 cell 

Hal_miles@us.aflac.com 

aflac.com 
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WEDDING-ARRANGEMENTS 

DISH GARDENS-FUNERALS 

SERVING TRI-CITIES FOR 49 YEARS 

Bland’s Florist 

“The All Occasions Florist” 

Phone (804) 732-5319 

1-800-426-4314 

Fax (804) 732-5836 

618 E. Washington St. 

Petersburg, VA 23804 

Sylvia Roney, Business Manager 

Notary Public 
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LAW OFFICES 

 

 

 

 

VINCENT D. HARDY 

 

 

 
800 SOUTH SYCAMORE STREET      (804) 732-0349 

POST OFFICE BOX 671        (804) 732-4472 

PETERSBURG, VIRGINIA 23804     FAX  (804) 732-1403 
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Longest 

P.O. Box 3930 

Chester, VA 23831 RUDY L. HAWKINS 
Electrical Contractual, Inc. Since 1972 

Rudy Hawkins, President 
Email: rhawkins@RudyLHawkinsElectrical.com 

www.RudyLHawkinsElectrical.com 

Richmond Division 
Tel: 804.748.7200 

Cell: 804.641.6848 

Fax: 804.778.4879 

600 West Hundred Road 

Chester, VA 23836 

Durham Division 
Tel: 866.315.3942 

Fax: 919.477.3889 

2410 Presidential Drive 

Suite 113 

Durham, NC 27703 



24 

Official ring of the Petersburg Athletic 

Hall of Fame 



25 

Felicia Bishop 

Vanessa Crawford 

Rita Harper 

William Lawson III 

Ryan Massenburg 

Sean Robertson 

William Russell 
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Petersburg 

 

Athletic Hall of Fame 
(Including Peabody High School) 

 
 

Criteria for Hall of Fame Induction 
 
 
ATHLETE NOMINEE: 
 
The qualifications to be inducted as a student-athlete into the Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame 
are as follows: 
 
The nominee through athletic achievement must have brought distinction and honor to herself or 
himself, to the Petersburg, and to the interscholastic athletic program. 
 
The nominee must be a Petersburg graduate and at least 10 years removed from his/her high school 
graduation. 
 
The nominee must have participated as a student-athlete in the Petersburg System for at least (2) 
years. 
 
The nominee may have received recognition for exceptional athletic performance (Such as Central 
District Champion, Central Regional Champion, State Champion, All State, or All American). 
 
The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 
 
The nominee is to be considered for his/her achievements in interscholastic athletics. 
 
The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 
 
 
 
COACH NOMINEE: 
 
The qualifications to be inducted as a coach into the Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame are as 
follows: 
 
The nominee must have served as a coach for the Petersburg Athletic Department. 
 
The nominee must have made a substantial impact and brought credit, distinction and honor to the 
Petersburg Athletic Department. 
 
The nominee must have shown dedication to the growth and development of her/his student-athletes 
both on and off the field of play. 
 
The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 
 
The nominee is to be considered for his/her coaching achievements while coaching in the Petersburg 
System. 
 
The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 
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Criteria for Hall of Fame Induction (continued) 
 

 
 
CONTRIBUTOR NOMINEE: 
 
The qualifications to be inducted as a contributor into the Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame are 
as follows: 
 
The Hall of Fame Committee may honor a special individual who has shown significant support for 
the Petersburg Athletic program. 
 
The nominee must be an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the athletic program (s) 
on a school or town wide scale in some capacity. 
 
The nominee must have displayed integrity and be of good character both on and off the field. 
 
The nominee may be inducted posthumously. 

 
 

TEAM NOMINEE 
 
The qualifications to be inducted as a former team into the Petersburg Athletic Hall of Fame are 
as follows: 
 
The nominee through athletic achievement must have brought distinction and honor to itself, to the 
Petersburg System, and to the interscholastic athletic program. 
 
The nominee must be at least 10 years removed from the high school graduation of the team senior 
player (s). 
 
The nominee must have participated as a team in the Petersburg System. 
 
The nominee may have received recognition for exceptional athletic performance (Such as District 
Champions, Regional Champions, State Champions, or All American Champions) 
 
The nominee must have displayed integrity and good character both on and off the field. 
 
The nominee is to be considered for their achievements in interscholastic athletics. 
 
 
Note: Under extenuating circumstances, specific criteria may be waived by a two-thirds vote of 
the Selection Committee. 
 
Nomination forms may be picked up at the Petersburg High School Office or downloaded at 
www.petersburg.k12.va.us (Look under Petersburg Athletics), or www.petersburgathletics.org   
and should be postmarked or returned No later than October 1st, in the year proceeding the year 
of induction to: 
 
 
Petersburg High School 
3101 Johnson Road 
Petersburg, Virginia 23805 
Attn. Bill Lawson, III 
 
Or may be e-mailed to; 
wilawson@petersburg.k12.va.us  

http://www.petersburg.k12.va.us
mailto:wilawson@petersburg.k12.va.us
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