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Irv Swanson was one of LaPorte High’s first great basketball players, thriving 

as a superb outside shooter in the two-hand-set era of the late 1930s. He played 

on four sectional champions before heading to Indiana University where he 

became an immediate crowd favorite. He had 9 points as a freshman when the 

Slicers posted a 13-12 record. He was the No. 5 scorer as a sophomore with 70 

points for a 19-7 team. As a junior he stepped up to No. 3 with 177 points for a 

21-6 team. He saved his best for last, even though the Slicers finished with a 13-

14 record. Serving as captain, he was the leading scorer with 195 points (7.2 

average) and was named MVP. Near the end of the season, he sparked the 

Slicers to eight straight wins and championships in both the sectional and 

regional tournaments. He arrived one year too early at Indiana University 

because the Hoosiers won the coveted NCAA championship under legendary 

coach Branch McCracken in 1940 and freshmen were not eligible for the varsity. 

Playing 15 games as a sophomore, he quickly picked up the nickname 

“Shooterbug” because of his long-range accuracy. He started at forward during 

his junior year, scoring 165 points in 21 games, and was the No. 8 scorer in Big 

Ten Conference action.  He was named team captain as a senior and was 

moved back to a starting guard position where he led the Hoosiers to a sparkling 

18-2 record. In 1964 Irv was named to the prestigious Indiana Basketball Hall of 

Fame Silver Anniversary team. His family is believed to be the only one to have 

three generations play basketball for the Slicers - his son Tom, Tom’s sons, Bret 

and Matt, and their cousin, Mark Edwards, followed in the line. 
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