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Joe Otis came to LaPorte High School in 1980 with no varsity coaching experience and 

wound up as the all-time winner in boys basketball. 

He coached more years and won more games (a 296-189 record for a .610 percentage) 

over 21-plus years before his abrupt retirement. Only two other Slicer basketball coaches 

won over 100 games.  

During his tenure he won eight sectional titles (including five in a row), three regionals, one 

semistate and reached the Final Four during Indiana’s last one-class tournament in 1997. 

He also won four championships in the Duneland Athletic Conference. 

Long-time Slicer fans fell in love with him during his first year at the helm, because he 

snapped a nine-year, 17-game losing streak against arch rival Michigan City Elston with not 

one but two victories. 

Otis also was LPHS boys track and cross country coach for three years. After leaving boys 

basketball, he assisted with the girls varsity basketball team for four years and coached 

Kesling’s seventh grade girls for one year. 

Otis’ teams hold at least nine school records. Among the most impressive are most 

consecutive wins (17), most wins in a year (22 twice), best one-season free throw 

percentage (.814), points in a game (112), points for one year (2,274) and average points 

for a year (87.5). 

At Valparaiso High school, he set the career scoring record (1,113 points), which since has 

been broken. He was a three-year letter winner at Northwestern University with a high game 

of 25 points against Purdue. He also was the top assistant men’s basketball coach at 

Valparaiso University from 1976-80. 

After leaving La Porte, Otis posted a four-year record of 65-27 with the Valparaiso High 

boys team and coached the girls team for one year before retiring. 
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