
THE NORMAN J. HUBNER
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Rich Lenard was one of the most outstanding baseball pitchers and 

most versatile football players in LaPorte High history. He helped start 

a dominating baseball tradition by hitting a double and triple in one 

inning as the Slicers rallied in the semifinals and then won the first state 

tournament in 1967. During three varsity campaigns, he compiled a 32-

6 record with a microscopic 0.74 ERA. He struck out 392 batters – 

including an LPHS single-game record of 17 - in 240 innings. He 

pitched 22 complete games, climaxing his career as co-MVP and being 

named the WLOI Senior Male Athlete of the Year. He then was drafted 

No. 3 (the highest ever for a Slicer) by the Cincinnati Reds, but turned 

down a bonus to play for Indiana University. During his sophomore 

year, however, he injured his arm and never was able to reach his 

potential. In football he earned two varsity letters - starting on offense 

and defense – for teams with a combined 15-5 record. Splitting his time 

between end, running back and quarterback as a senior, he led the 

Slicers in rushing with 137 carries for 597 yards, in receiving with six 

catches for 97 yards and one touchdown, was No. 2 in scoring with six 

touchdowns and made five interceptions. He made all-Northern Indiana 

Conference as a defensive back and was the Slicers’ MVP. He is a 

member of the Slicer Football Hall of Fame. He served as a teacher, 

coach and administrator for 41 years in the Michigan City school 

system. He coached and taught during the entire history of Rogers 

High School and was head baseball coach for three years at the 

consolidated Michigan City High School where he guided the Wolves to 

only the second sectional crown in the town’s history.  
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