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Wayne Pate was not a big guy as a LaPorte High School athlete,
standing around 5-foot-11 and weighing only 168 pounds.
However, he was blessed with great athletic ability and was a
dynamite athlete in three sports..................................................

He was so talented at a young age that he was able to earn
varsity letters four times in tennis, four times in track and twice
in basketball. He also served as captain at least once in all 
three sports.................................................................................

Boasting a phenomenal 42-inch vertical jump, Pate was able to
set a Slicer high jump record at 6-8 1/4 and a long jump record at
23-11 3/4. He placed second in the state long jump as a senior.

In tennis, he set what was then a LPHS career record with 63
wins (against 15 losses). He was a starting guard on the
basketba l l team which won the S l icers ’ f i rs t sec t iona l
championship in 27 years.............................................................

After graduating in 1976, he attended Indiana University on a
track scholarship where he twice won the Big Ten Conference
long jump crown and ran on the champion 400-meter relay
team. He wound up with career-best of 7-1/4 in the high jump
and 25-5.24 in the long jump......................................................

After graduating from IU in 1981, Wayne was able to launch an
outstanding career as an assistant track coach at the collegiate
level. With stops at Tennessee, Texas, Murray State, Purdue
Indiana and now at Kansas, he has been in the coaching ranks
for 33 very successful years. His duties include tutoring high
jumpers, long jumpers, heptathlon and pentathlon......................

Wayne has coached 11 NCAA champions, four Olympians, eight
USA champions and 73 All-Americans. He was voted NCAA
Assistant Coach of the Year six times..........................................

He is married to the former Laura Mozingo, who was the 1985
Southeastern Conference high jump champion...........................
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