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Beth Lapaich is the highest-scoring basketball player - girl or boy - in
LaPorte High School history. The six-foot star scored 1,507 points
during her outstanding four-year career with the Slicers. That total
surpassed even the boys’ record of 1,463 by the legendary Bob
Wilkinson, who graduated in 1956. She also holds the school career
rebound record with 815 - far ahead of the boys’ record, which is 678
by Tom Jahns, who graduated in 1969. It’s not surprising that she also is
the only LaPorte girl to make the coveted Indiana All-Star basketball
team (1996). Lapaich made All-State twice and in her final year was
pictured on the cover of the prestigious pre-season Hoosier Basketball
Magazine. She averaged a prolific 26.7 points and 12.0 rebounds as a
senior while earning Slicer MVP and all-Duneland Conference honors
for the second year in a row. As a junior she averaged 22 points and
11.2 rebounds. As a sophomore she averaged 13.3 points and 9.0
rebounds, while she averaged 7.5 points and 5.0 rebounds as a
freshman. Lapaich also won three letters in volleyball and was a
member of the National Honor Society. She attended Butler University
on a basketball scholarship, but played sparingly as a freshman. She
then transferred to Purdue University where she eventually walked on
as a junior. However, she tore an ACL in her left knee just before the
start of the season and played in just four games due to rehab work.
Nevertheless, she still owns a ring from being a part of Purdue’s NCAA
championship team. She also played sparingly as a senior because of
surgery on both knees. Since graduating from Purdue in 2000, she has
been a personal trainer, now living in Jacksonville, Fla.......................
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