
THE NORMAN J. HUBNER
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Leon Kaminski loved tennis and he lettered four years for the Slicers. As
a junior and senior he served as captain and was named Most Valuable
Player. He lost only one singles match as a senior in 1942. He also won
several outside tournaments in LaPorte and Michigan City and qualified
for the USLTA National Boys Division Tournament in 1939. In addition,
he was a student manager in basketball for two years. He carried that
success to Indiana University where he won three letters in tennis and
was the Hoosiers’ captain in 1945. He also was a basketball manager for
three years. At the conclusion of his final year, he won IU’s coveted
Gimbel Award, which goes to the No. 1 senior athlete and is based on
mental attitude, scholastic and athletic achievement. He was the first
tennis player to win this prestigious award. He accomplished all of
these feats despite being born with only one hand and a left arm which
is several inches shorter than his right arm. For over 50 years he has
sponsored the Kaminski Free Throw Award, which is given annually at
the LPHS winter sports banquet. Over the years, Kaminski built an
outstanding career as an attorney, won many awards and held several
high offices in professional organizations. For example, he is LaPorte
County’s only resident to serve as president of the Indiana Bar
Association (1982-83). He was deputy prosecuting attorney for LaPorte
County from 1953-58. He has been recognized by the International
Society of Barristers and the American College of Trial Lawyers. He
received the Indiana University School of Law Distinguished Alumni
Service Award in 1988 and was named Sagamore of the Wabash in
1999. Since 1994, he has been senior counsel for Newby, Lewis,
Kaminski & Jones............................................................................................
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