THE NORMAN J. HUBNER
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
When Bob Strieter was a youngster, he couldn’t properly pronounce the
word “yes.” It always came out “utch.” So Utch he was and still is today
as one of the greatest football players in LaPorte High history. The
nickname was appropriate because it speaks of a toughness that he had
as a powerful fullback for the Slicers. In his senior year, 1959, the 5-11,
212-pounder bulled his way to 1, 346 yards-which stood as a school
record until broken in 2006. He also set school records with a 236-yard
game, and 17 touchdowns in a season, and had a spectacular 93-yard
kick-off return for a touchdown against defending state champion South
Bend Central. He was named Slicer MVP and made All-State...............
Moving to wrestling, he was a dominant heavyweight with a 37-5 career
record. As a senior he won 21 consecutive decisions before losing in the
state-championship match. He was named Slicer MVP for the second
time....................................................................................................
The Slicer star then played four years at the University of Miami (Fla.)
where he was a two-way guard at 230 pounds. He played in the Liberty
Bowl in 1961 and the Gotham Bowl in 1962. Statistics are not plentiful
from that era, but as a junior he was credited with 41 solo and 13
assisted tackles and one fumble recovery. He then spent one and onehalf years as a defensive end with the Toronto Argonauts in the
Canadian Football League before launching a long coaching and
teaching career. Sons Bobby and John played for him during the eight
years (1982-89) that he was the Slicers’ head football coach. Today
“Utch” Strieter can sit back proudly in the stands and watch third
generation members of his family continue the tradition he started many
years ago of starring on the gridiron..........................................................

