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Dick Alban holds a distinction that no other LaPorte High graduate
can match - he played in the National Football League. He
played very well - with the Washington Redskins from 1952-55
and the Pittsburgh Steelers from 1956-59. As a starting defensive
halfback, he played in 96 games, made 30 interceptions - nine in
1954, which ranked No. 2 in the league - and recovered six fumbles.
He played in the Pro Bowl in 1955. At the end of his fourth year
with the Redskins, he was traded to the Steelers for five players.
He also was featured on Bowman football cards.                                 .

The Slicer great was the Redskins’ No. 7 pick following graduation
from Northwestern University. Because he was just a freshman in 
the fall of 1948, he was not eligible to play for the Wildcats,
who won the 1949 Rose Bowl, but he and his young teammates
kept the varsity sharp with daily scrimmages. During his three
-year varsity career, he carried the ball 169 times for 810
yards (4.8 average) and scored 5 touchdowns. He also made
19 catches for 166 yards. As a senior he was the No. 2
rusher with 408 yards. He also played defensive halfback.

Alban, who was born in Hanover, Pa., launched his varsity
football  career as a sophomore at LaPorte High. He
played halfback on offense and defense. As a junior,
he led the Slicers in total yardage and tied for scoring
honors. That banner year was climaxed by making three
All-State teams and being MVP in the Eastern Division
of the Northern Indiana High School Conference. He was
named Slicer MVP as a senior. Alban also played basketball
and ran track. He set the school pole vault record while also
competing in the broad jump and 100- and 220- yard dashes.  
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