
THE NORMAN J. HUBNER
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Dick Jones was one of the most talented three-sport athletes
in LaPorte high history and had the state baseball tournament
been held during his career, there’s no telling how many records
he might have set. He compiled an outstanding four-year pitching
record of 25-4 with a microscopic 1.18 earned run average. After
45 years, his ratio of strikeouts to walks (250 to 27) still is a Slicer
record. He compiled a .313 career batting average and led the
1961 Slicers with a .355 mark.                              .  
                          
In football, he was a starting fullback and linebacker for three
years, helping the 1962 team to a 7-0-2 record and No. 3 rating
in the state. He also did all the kicking, which included kick-offs,
punting, extra points and field goals. In basketball, he started at
guard for three years. He was an outstanding shooter and led
the Slicers in scoring for two years, averaging 19 points  as a senior.
He poured in 30 points during an 82-72 upset of arch rival
Michigan City Elston, which was ranked No.1 in the state.              .  

The impact he had on Slicer sports was shown in the spring
of 1963 when he edged another Hubner Hall of Famer, national
high hurdles champion Jerry Saffell, to win the prestigious Senior
Athlete of the Year Award.                          .

Dick took his multi-talents to Valparaiso University where he earned
All-American honors in basketball and baseball. He broke the basketball
career scoring record with 1,520 points under coach Gene Bartow.
He twice was No. 2 in the nation in free throw shooting with a
sizzling 91 percent. He compiled an 18-7 pitching record in baseball
and later was drafted by the Washington Senators, but declined the offer.
In 1998  he was inducted into the Valparaiso University  Athletic Hall of Fame.
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