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Jerry Saffell was the greatest hurdler in Indiana high school history when
he starred for LaPorte High. In fact, he was the Slicers’ only NATIONAL
champion in any sport until 2007. The competitive speedster set records
in the 120-yard high and 180-yard low hurdles everywhere he went. His amazing
career was climaxed by a first in the highs and a second in the lows
during the summer of 1963 at the prestigious Golden West Invitational -
long recognized as the national championship - in Sacramento, Calif. That same
year he was named to the high school All-American team and years later
he was inducted into the Indiana Track Hall of Fame.                  .

The Slicer great was unbeaten and won state championships in the highs
during the 1962 and 1963 seasons. He also finished second in the state low hurdles
in 1962 and won the lows in 1963. His times of 13.7 seconds (Indiana record)
in the highs and 18.1 in the lows (tied the national record) were the nation’s
top times in 1963.                                                                           .

Jerry also was a phenomenal swimmer and football player. He swam for four 
years, placing second in the state 50-yard freestyle in 1962 and fifth in
1963. He was an outstanding football running back for three years. His senior
year he helped the Slicers to an unbeaten season (7-0-2) and No. 3 ranking
in the state. Despite playing in what may have been the most talented
backfield in LPHS history, he was named MVP in the competitive Northern
Indiana Conference.                                    . .

Jerry received a scholarship to the University of Wyoming where he was a member
of the track and football teams for four years. He set four school records in
track: 100-yard dash, 120-yard high hurdles, 330-meter intermediate hurdles
and the 400-meter intermediate hurdles.                        .
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