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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Bob Hoke already had established himself as an outstanding coach when he came
to LaPorte in 1956 as head wrestling and tennis coach. He previously had coached
at Bloomington and Crawfordsville. He guided Crawfordsville to state golf champion-
ships in 1954 and 1956, a second-place finish in 1955 and 56 consecutive dual-
meet victories. In addition, he tutored five individual state wrestling champions. He
became the Slicers’ golf coach in 1959, winning state championships in 1960 and
1976 and placing second in 1962, 1963 and 1968. He also won seven sectionals,
five regionals and guided teams to top-four finishes eight times at the state level.
He compiled a sparkling 467-108 record (357-89 at LaPorte) during his brilliant
career. When he retired in 1980 he was believed to be the winningest boys golf
coach in Hoosier history.                                                  .

Hoke became a charter member of the Indiana High School Golf Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame in 1979, the same year in which he was named National
Golf Coach of the Year. He also was one of the best amateur golfers in LaPorte
history, having won the Herald-Argus City Championship five times. He was named
to the Indiana High School Wrestling Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 1988.

Hoke was one of LaPorte’s most versatile coaches. He revived the wrestling program,
which had been dormant for 25 years. He coached wrestling for eight years and 
tennis for three years. In 1959 he became an assistant football coach under Stan
Klimczak and handled the offensive line for 19 years. He later was named to the 
Slicer Football Hall of Fame. Hoke taught his son, Mike, so well that he succeeded
him as Slicer boys golf coach, started the girls program and joined his father in the
Indiana High School Golf Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2001.                    .
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