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Even though he played over 50 years ago, fiery Bob Wilkinson still holds most
of the single-season and career basketball scoring records at LaPorte High.
Between 1954-56, the 6-1 Wilkinson poured in 1,463 points for a 22.5 average.
As a senior he scored a record 647 points for an outstanding 28.1 average.
He scored in double figures 58 times with 17 games of 30 or more points -
seven in a row. He left an indelible mark on LPHS basketball by pouring in
a school-record 46 points in his last home game. That record stood until
January 15, 2000 when Steve Drabyn exploded for 51. He made 178 free
throws in one season. All this was accomplished, of course, without a
three-point basket. He also lettered three years in golf and finished fifth in
the state tournament as a senior.                                  .

After receiving some high school All-American honors and being an alternate
on the Indiana All-Star squad, “Wilkie” received a basketball scholarship to
Indiana University where he starred under legendary coach Branch McCracken.
He was honorable-mention all-Big Ten as a sophomore and senior. During his
final campaign (1960), he showed his versatility by guarding the opponents’
best outside shooters and becoming a defensive force. On the front end of
McCracken’s 2-3 zone, he and Herbie Lee formed one of the finest defensive
backcourts in IU history. He was IU’s No. 3 scorer as a senior with an 11.0
average and had 19 points in a 99-83 rout of eventual NCAA champion Ohio
State.                                                     .

After turning down an offer from the NBA St. Louis Hawks, he played in the
National Industrial League and American Basketball League for a total of six 
years. He coached professionally for five years. He later became a very suc-
cessful real estate developer in San Diego, California, where he still resides.    .
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