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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

Ron “Doc” Reed was one of the finest three-sport athletes ever produced at
LaPorte High School. Standing 6-6, he made a great target as a football end,
was an excellent scorer and rebounder in basketball and a power pitcher in
baseball. After graduating from LPHS in 1961, he attended the University 
of Notre Dame to play basketball and baseball and had a particularly
outstanding career on the hardwood.                              .

In 1965 Reed signed a contract with the Milwaukee Braves - who later
moved to Atlanta, Ga. - as a free agent and had a brief minor league
career. From 1965-67 he also filled the key sixth-man role for the Detroit
Pistons and could have had a successful NBA career had he not chosen
to concentrate on baseball. He made his debut for the Braves on Sept. 26,
1966. In 1968 he made the National League All-Star team and in 1969 he
had his best-ever record (18-10), helping Atlanta win its first division title.
On April 8, 1974 he was the winning pitcher as Hank Aaron broke Babe
Ruth’s record with his 715th career home run.                   .

He spent part of 1975 with the St. Louis Cardinals. He then had eight very
successful years as a relief pitcher with the Philadelphia Phillies. A fierce
competitor, he had 17 saves and a brilliant 2.23 ERA in 1978. One year
later he led the majors with 13 wins in relief. He was a key member of the
Phillies’ 1980 World Series champions and the 1983 World Series runner-up.
After one year with the Chicago White Sox in 1984, Reed retired with an
18-year record of 146-140, 103 saves, 1,481 strikeouts and a 3.46 ERA in
2,476 innings. LaPorte honored him with “Ron Reed Day” on Dec. 19, 1980. 
                 .
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