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Denny Man�ck was a Slicer athle�c star in the early 1970’s.  In basketball he was a starter for
most of the 1971 season and all of the 1972 season. He was the team leader in assists in  ‘72
and was named All-Sec�onal in the same season as well as being chosen as Most Improved
Player.  He played for Slicer coach Skip Collins.  He said one of his greatest thrills in athle�cs
was bea�ng Michigan City in 1971 at the Civic. In baseball he was a three year starter in 1970,
71, and ‘72.  He played second base and shortstop throughout his career.  He also pitched s�ll
owning the single season record for ERA at 0.29.  He was chosen as the team’s Most Valuable
Player at the end of the 1972 season and finished with a career ba�ng average of .322.  His
career pitching record was 23-2.  He was twice named all conference and served as co-captain
his senior year. The 1971 team won the State Championship.  Denny noted that year the State
Finals were played in Lafaye�e, and the Slicers played Lafaye�e Jeff in the final game.  He said
he always remembers that there were as many  or more Slicer fans in the seats that night
despite playing in their opponent’s home town.  Of course he played for the legendary coach

  

Denny was chosen as Senior Athlete of the Year at the end of the 1972 athle�c season.  A�er 
high school, Denny went to Western Illinois University on a baseball scholarship He started 
for three seasons before being dra�ed by the Minnesota Twins.  He set numerous records 
while at WIU as well as serving as co-captain on two different occasions.  In the summer of 
1975 he also was invited to play in the pres�gious Central Illinois Collegiate League. He then 
played for four seasons in the Twins’ organiza�on making it as high as Triple A.  He is a member 
of several halls of fame.  He was chosen both individually and as part of a team in to the WIU 
Athle�c Hall of Fame.  He was named to the LaPorte Old Timer’s Baseball Associa�on Hall in 
1985 and was in the inaugural class voted in to the LaPorte Slicer Baseball Hall of Fame in 1994.  
Denny noted that both coaches men�oned earlier stressed discipline, dedica�on, and hard work 

  
Denny and his wife, Debby, have two children, Kyle and Kelly.  Today Denny lives in Peoria, 
Illinois, and a�er a career in parks and recrea�on s�ll teaches physical educa�on on a part 

Ken Schreiber.  

as the keys to winning. 

�me basis.

Track and cross country, Elena Lancioni’s forte in the world of sports, are thought to be
individual sports by some. She is regarded today as the greatest female distance runner in
LPHS history.  A 2014 graduate of LPHS, Elena’s greatest focus was always on team success
She remembers, “To have all our work pay off and to have my team toeing the line at State
alongside me was an amazing experience.”  This quote was in reference to the LPHS girls team

  

Elena qualified for State four �mes each in her cross country and track careers. 
When she graduated, she was the school record holder in the following races: 5K
800m, 1600m, 3200m.  Her �mes in the 5K and 1600m s�ll stand today.  She le�ered eight
�mes in cross country and track and was team MVP in seven of those seasons.  She was
named All State three �mes in cross country. She was the first female athlete to win three
conference MVP’s in any one sport  in the Duneland Athle�c Conference. She is also the first
male or female athlete to win five conference MVP’s. A�er gradua�on she was awarded an
athle�c scholarship to Bowling Green State University (BGSU).  While par�cipa�ng in track and
cross country at BGSU, she volunteered and helped organize a Girls on the Run chapter and
worked with the Special Olympics. She par�cipated in the 6K during cross country and qualified
and par�cipated in the Mid American Conference Championships for all four years.  In track she
ran the 5K and 10K events.  In the 5K she qualified for the Conference Championships three
�mes, and she qualified for the same twice in the 10K.  She is currently s�ll running and hopeful
to be healthy enough to run the Boston Marathon, and she has the 2024 Marathon Trials in her
sights.  She credits her coaches John Dearing and Tim Beres for having faith in her that she
was not sure she had.  She said that they made running fun but serious at the same �me.

Elena graduated high school with a 4.0 GPA and was a member of many clubs and organiza�ons.  
She is currently working on a Masters in Public Health through Indiana University.  She is the 

qualifying for State in 2013.

daughter of Mike and Sonja Lancioni.
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Few individuals throughout the history of the city of LaPorte are be�er known as a 

combina�on of athlete, coach, teacher, and Good Samaritan than Greg Fruth.  Greg was a three 

year le�er winner in football and one year le�er winner in track.  In football he played on the  

1966 team, which is arguably one of the best in Slicer history.  This team was ranked number one in the 

state for two weeks.  He also played for two years at Upper Iowa University.  In 1965 he 

received the Best Blocker Award and was selected honorable men�on All-Conference. 

Greg had an intense desire to beat his opponent.  His high school coach Stan Klimczak commented 

at the �me that Greg took a “fiendish delight in hi�ng his opponents.”  Thus Coach Kimczak 

gave him the nickname “Crazy Man.”  Greg had many coaches who influenced both his playing 

and coaching careers:  Stan Klimczak, Bob Hoke, Dick Deardurff, Jack Allen, Wayne Graffis, Larry 

McKeever, and Ken Schreiber to name a few. He also believed his parents were his greatest asset.  

In addi�on to his playing career, Greg also coached  football for 28 years at levels from 7th grade

up to high school varsity. The number of players impacted posi�vely from Greg’s coaching is

incredible. Greg is also a member of the Slicer Football Associa�on Hall of Fame.  

Greg can be seen today dashing around town with datebook in hand on his way to his next 

volunteer assignment. He is proof that you can go home again...Once a Slicer Always a Slicer! 

Greg and his wife Maria have three sons: Alex, Eric, and Kevin along with four grandkids
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Considered one of the best to ever don a Slicer baseball uniform, Mark Mannering had a
great career as a Slicer baseball player.  He was a three year starter.  He had a career ba�ng
average of .350 while hi�ng .388 his junior year.  He was chosen first team All-State his junior
year along with being named team Most Valuable Player. His senior year he was named
All-Conference, All-State, Duneland Athle�c Conference MVP, and team MVP.  He was
inducted into the Slicer Baseball Hall of Fame in 1994.  The combined record of his three years

  

A�er his high school career, he went on to Miami of Ohio on a baseball scholarship.  
He was a four year starter at first base and played every game. When he graduated 
with his degree in finance he was in the top 10 of most every offensive category. In
1983 and 1985, he was All-Mid American Conference First Team.  In 1983 he helped lead his
Miami team to a Mid America Conference Tournament Championship.  In 1993 he was inducted

  

Mark was dra�ed by the New York Yankees in 1986 and played in their farm system 
for two years. His A league team won the Florida State League Championship 
in 1987 and was feted by none other than George Steinbrenner famous Yankee
owner.  He also was coached by widely known Yankees Bucky Dent and Buck Showalter
Having played for Coach Ken Schreiber,  Mark remembers that Coach truly cared for his players
and the Slicer program.  He also credits his older brother Steve for taking over the coaching of
him when their dad died.  A defining moment in his career Mark believes was in his sophomore
season when he got the game winning RBI in a regional semi-final game.  Mark currently works
as a senior consumer loan officer in LaPorte at First Source Bank.  Mark and his wife, Linda,
have five children, Clay, Adam, Heather, Allen, and Catherine.

on the varsity was 97-15.

in to the Miami Athle�c Hall of Fame.
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Eddie Dubbs was a three sport athlete who graduated in 1990.  His team accomplishments 

are 1990 Sec�onal basketball champions and 1990 State baseball champions. His most

memorable experience was winning the State baseball championship as a member of that team

and also being awarded the L.V. Phillips mental a�tude at the same State championship. He

was awarded seven varsity le�ers in three years of varsity compe��on.  In 1989 he was

All-Conference in football for the Duneland Athle�c Conference.  In that same season, he was

  

Eddie credits his older brothers for always taking him with them to various athle�c contests and 

therefore fostering his interest and desire to play these various sports.  He also noted coaches 

Pat O’Neil and Roger Lowe for being great mo�vators. Eddie’s impact on local sports has lasted 

much longer than just his playing days.  He has served as a coach in various sports at various 

levels over the years.  He has coached Pop Warner Football, Babe Ruth and KVA Baseball, and 

  

He graduated from Ball State in 1994 and again later with a second degree in Nuclear Medicine 

Technology. He has since worked for 25 years at Franciscan Alliance in Michigan City

in the Nuclear Medicine Department.  Eddie has four children: Ella, Benjamin, Lydia, and Nicholas.

the recipient of the Dr. Gardner Mental A�tude Award.

Kesling Middle School Football.
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Dick Hostetler was a three sport athlete for LPHS who graduated in 1950. He 

par�cipated in football, basketball, and track. A�er high school he went on to 

the University of Chatanooga with the intent to play football and basketball.  

At LPHS he was the leading scorer on the football team with 55 points his junior year.  He 

was named all-conference that year  as well.  In hi senior season he scored all of the Slicer 

points in a narrow 13-16 loss to eventual conference champlon South Bend Riley.  His senior 

season also found him named team Most Valuable Player, placed again on the All-Conference 

team, and being named All-State as well.  In college because there were four “Richard’s” on

the football team he became known as “Hosty.”  In an injury plagued career, he managed to 

score two touchdowns  against Tampa.  He played basketball and football in college.   

Dick died in 1968 at the age of 38.
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