
 
  

 

  

  
   

 

   
  

 

  
  

  

 

   
    

   

  

 
 

  

   
 

  
  

 

  
  

  
   

    

      
   

   

WHY YOUR GPA MATTERS MORE THAN YOU THINK 
(Parts 1 and 2) By Ken Lancaster 

Broken Recruiting: Your GPA Matters in More Ways Than You Think 

When approaching this subject I always enjoy asking one question first: What does the term GPA mean 
to you? More importantly, what is the first thing that comes to mind when GPA is mentioned? It’s a simple 
answer for most that can become increasingly complex if thought about on a deeper level. 

Initially most students say, “I think about grades.” Students should dig past their initial responses, think 
beyond the obvious answer. What else can a GPA mean? 

Think Like a Coach 

At the same time I’m asking these GPA questions I attempt to instill a concept that is a huge key in the 
recruiting process. It’s called, “Think Like a Coach”. A student-athlete who can think like a coach can 
deliver the results a coach is expecting and put themselves on another tier. 

GPA–as most people know–stands for grade point average. 

Any coach in the country can make some generalizations about a student-athlete based on their GPA 
alone that goes far beyond their performance in the classroom. What I am referring to is the direct 
connection a student-athlete’s GPA has with their character, the type of person they are. 

Grades Equal Character 

This might be a little confusing to think of at first, but coaches make generalizations quite often solely 
based on a student-athlete’s GPA. They can use grades to decide if this is a student-athlete worth taking 
a deeper look at. 

Why is this? It’s because they are automatically answering their own questions based on the student-
athlete’s ability to be successful in the high school ranks. They are asking themselves if they can see this 
particular athlete as a leader on their team some time in the future, a good teammate, someone who 
possesses the maturity to handle college athletics. 

GPA Can Facilitate Recruiting or Stop It 

Coaches wonder if the student-athlete will be able to handle the college work load. Will a student-athlete 
fit in both academically and athletically, can a coach see himself around this student-athlete for a 4-5 year 
period? Does this athlete represent what their college or university stands for? It can be scary for a 
student-athlete to think that all of these questions can be answered or at least give insight into that 
student-athlete who has a 3.4 or 2.7 or 4.2 GPA. 

As a student athlete, you would like all of these questions to be answered in a positive way and a good 
GPA could secure that for you. As the GPA starts to slip the questions become harder to clearly answer, 
they become cloudier, as does your future with that program. 



 

  

      
      
 

    
     

   
   

 

     
  

  
 

 

 
  

     

  

      
    

   
   

  

  

   
     

    
 

 

    
     

  
   

  

  

Shoot for the Stars 

I can’t tell you what a good GPA is–this varies depending which coach and school you are talking to. 
What I can tell you is that if you strive for C’s–that 2.0 mark–you are not helping yourself in any way, 
shape or form. 

As noted in Part 1 of this series, your GPA tells much more about you than you may think. To understand 
this we can bring back the term “Think Like a Coach”. As a recruit you need to understand what a coach 
is attempting to do with you as a student-athlete. Most coaches assume certain things about student-
athletes and grade point average can be the first piece of information that leads to these assumptions. 

The Structured Life 

Coaches understand that student-athletes are likely to live at their parent or guardian’s house and eat the 
food their parents provide for them. Parents make sure student-athletes aren’t out late on a Friday night 
partying, that the student-athletes are up in time for school and are studying on a regular basis. Basically 
they make the assumption that the student-athlete lives a structured lifestyle through the guidance of his 
parents. 

A coach is going to pluck that student-athlete from the structure they have known their entire life and 
place them in a completely foreign setting, sometimes thousands of miles away from familiar faces. The 
structure these student-athletes have known will be gone–they will be completely on their own. 

A Welcome Challenge or a Disaster? 

They will have free will to eat, study, party, work out, play, go to practice and get good grades. But only if 
they want to. This is a welcome challenge for some and a disaster for others. What coaches see is that if 
a student-athlete has shown the ability to be successful with the structure provided at home, they 
generally will succeed outside the structure as well. The questions come with those students who 
manage to struggle even within that provided structure. 

Don’t Be a Liability 

Coaches will ask themselves, “If they didn’t care enough to succeed while everything was being handed 
to them, what happens when they are completely on their own?” The answer is that these are the athletes 
that become the liabilities; coaches don’t like liabilities because so much money is at stake with a 
scholarship on the line. 

Your GPA is a Reflection of Your Character 

Understand that your GPA is a direct reflection of your character, how much you care and the type of 
person you are. Your GPA can open many doors if you work hard at it and impress coaches with your 
ability to succeed in the classroom. A poor GPA can close just as many well before a coach even cares to 
look further into who you are. This is an important lesson to understand as a recruit and one which can 
benefit you in college recruiting and in life. 

*Article originally posted on collegesportsscholarships.com* 

https://collegesportsscholarships.com

	Broken Recruiting: Your GPA Matters in More Ways Than You Think
	Think Like a Coach
	Grades Equal Character
	GPA Can Facilitate Recruiting or Stop It
	The Structured Life
	A Welcome Challenge or a Disaster?
	Don’t Be a Liability
	Coaches will ask themselves, “If they didn’t care enough to succeed while everything was being handed to them, what happens when they are completely on their own?” The answer is that these are the athletes that become the liabilities; coaches don’t li...
	Your GPA is a Reflection of Your Character

