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2015 Inductees 

Debbie Arps, Athlete 

Daniel G. Benson, Coach 

Dan Benson, Athlete 

Becky Cera, Athlete 

Tim Foulks, Athlete 

Tom Janssen, Coach & Athletic Director 

Jeff Marohl, Athlete 

Daniel Relich, Athlete 

Art Sanders, Athlete 

John Thomsen, Coach & Athletic Director 

Jill Weidenbaum/Schindhelm, Athlete 

Karen Weis, Athlete 

Bob White, Coach 
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Ceremony Agenda 

Welcome & Master of Ceremonies 

Mr. Jeff Gabrielsen, Athletic Director 

State of Wauwatosa West and School District 

Dr. Phil Ertl, Superintendent  

Induction Ceremony 

Mary Donohoo, Athlete 

Dr. Michael Dussault, Athlete 

Rick Geracie, Coach 

Courtney Groff, Athlete 

John Ryan, Athlete 

Suellyn Schellpeper-Rohrer, Athlete & Coach 

David Scherer, Coach 

Robert Sells, Athlete 

Steve Sperl, Athlete 

 

STEVE SPERL 

CLASS OF 2003 

 Steve Sperl earned six varsity letters in the sports of soccer and basket-
ball during his time at Wauwatosa West.  While Steve excelled on the basketball 
court, earning All-Conference Honorable Mention his Junior and Senior sea-
sons, his greatest accomplishments took place on the soccer field as one of the 
most decorated players in Wauwatosa West and Woodland Conference history.   
 As a member of the Trojan soccer team, Steve was a three year varsity 
letter winner, two time conference champion, and two time regional champion.  
During his time as a Trojan, Steve received many individual awards and honors 
for his play on the soccer field.  As a Sophomore, he was named 2nd Team All-
Conference and part of a team that finished with a record of 18-1-2.  Following 
his Junior Year, Steve was named 1st Team All-Conference, Conference Player 
of the Year, and 1st Team All-State helping his team to a 16-6-1 record.  In Ste-
ve’s Senior Year, serving as a team captain, he put together one of the most im-
pressive seasons in state history.  He tallied 41 goals, 22 assists, good for 104 
points while leading the Trojans to a 19-2-1 record.  At the completion of the 
season, Steve was named 1st Team All-Conference, Conference Player of the 
Year, 1st Team All-Area by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 1st Team All-State 
by the WSCA, NSCAA All-Region, and NSCAA All-America.  Steve finished 
his career with 69 goals and 45 assists. 
 After completing his high school career, Steve continued his soccer and 
educational endeavors at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee on an athletic 
scholarship.  During his time as a Panther from 2003-2006, Steve won 3 Horizon 
League Championships, resulting in 3 trips to the NCAA tournament.  Follow-
ing the completion of his Senior season, Steve was named 2nd Team All Hori-
zon League.  He also earned numerous academic honors during his career, in-
cluding ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District, Second Team NSCAA 
Scholar All-North/Central Region, and Horizon League Academic All-League 
Team honors.  Steve finished his career with 13 goals and 8 assists.  He ranks 
2nd on the school’s all-time list for goals and points scored in NCAA tourna-
ment games. 
 Steve graduated from UWM with a degree in Early Childhood Educa-
tion.  Using the skills learned on the field and in the classroom, he has enjoyed a 
very successful professional career as a teacher and soccer coach.  Steve has 
worked in the Wauwatosa School District as a kindergarten teacher since 2009.  
He is very grateful to work in the same community he grew up in.  In addition 
to teaching, Steve has been very active in the area as a coach for both club and 
high school soccer.  He has served as the Varsity Head Coach for the Boys and 
Girls Soccer teams at Germantown High School and as a club coach at Milwau-
kee Sport Club and Elm Grove Soccer Club working with all ages of players.   



ROBERT SELLS 

CLASS OF 1974 

 Robert (Bob) Sells was a successful swimmer at Wauwatosa 

West High School.  During his time at Tosa West, he achieved high 

school All-American Honors in 1972, 1973 and 1974, achieved Wis-

consin All-State Honors in 1971, 1972, 1973 and 1974, and was a 

member of the 1971 Wauwatosa West High School State Champi-

onship Team.  In Wisconsin state competition, Bob won five indi-

vidual swimming titles between 1972 and 1974.  In 1974 he was Co

-Captain of the West High Swim team which was runner-up in the 

State Championship. 

 Bob began his swimming career in 1966 in the AAU pro-

grams in Wauwatosa.  Throughout his age group and high school 

career, he was coached by the legendary Coach Bob White.   

 Upon graduation from Wauwatosa West, Bob continued 

his swimming career at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville.  

While at Tennessee, Bob achieved All-American Honors all four 

years.  During his four years at The University of Tennessee, the 

team won four Southeastern Conference Titles.  During Bob’s sen-

ior year, he was Captain of the team which won the 1978 NCAA 

Championship.   

 In 1976, Bob competed in the US Olympic Trials finishing 

4th in the 100 meter freestyle.   

 Following his swim career, Bob completed his BS in Civil 

Engineering and went on to earn a Master’s degree in Engineering 

at Tennessee.  Bob credits his success in swimming and in life to 

the support he received from his parents, Hugh and CB Sells, his 

wife Robin, Coach Bob White and Tennessee Swimming Coach 

Ray Bussard. 

MARY  DONOHOO 

CLASS OF 2004 

 Mary Donohoo was a two-sport, eight varsity letter win-
ner in soccer and basketball at Wauwatosa West.  She was 1st 
Team All-Conference all four years on the soccer field in 2001, 
2002, 2003, and 2004 leading the team to conference champion-
ships in 2002, 2003, and 2004. Mary broke the goal scoring school 
record her senior year by scoring over 100 goals.  On the basket-
ball court in 2003, she lead the team to the first ever conference 
championship since 1986, winning the conference championship 
again in 2004.  Mary was 1st Team All-Conference her junior and 
senior year, also winning Player of the Year for the Woodland 
Conference her senior year.  She played in the WBCA All-Star 
Game her senior year for the Division 1 South Team.  
 In college, Mary Attended UW-Steven’s point her Fresh-
man year where she played soccer and led the team in assists. 
She then transferred to UW-Whitewater where she played on the 
soccer and basketball teams. She led the soccer team in points 
and goals scored in 2006, 2007, and 2008 and was named to the 
NCAA Division III All-Central Region Third team in 2008.  She 
was named Academic All-American in 2007 and Academic All-
District in 2008. 
 Mary played all four years on the varsity college basket-
ball team, which won the WIAC conference championship in 
2008 and played in the NCAA D3 Final Four in 2009, going on to 
finish third in the nation.  
 Mary is now working as a Software Consultant for Uni-
versity of California San Francisco Hospital and works part time 
as a Mental Health therapist at a Clinic in Madison, WI.  She still 
plays soccer and basketball on a weekly basis and enjoys running 
with her new puppy Russell.  



DR. MICHAEL  DUSSAULT 

CLASS OF 1966 

 Michael Dussault was one of the most versatile athletes in 
Wauwatosa West history.  He earned 10 Varsity letters during 
his high school career: 3-Football, 3-Basketball, and 4-Baseball.  
Although Michael earned MVP honors in basketball, football was 
the sport he excelled in through high school and into college.  He 
was a captain his senior year and lead the team in rushing, re-
ceiving, and scoring on his way to an MVP season.  Michael 
played an MVP role in the Tosa West 1965 Suburban Conference 
Championship Team.  His senior year accomplishments in all 
three sports at Wauwatosa West earned him the coveted Out-
standing Senior Athlete Award in 1966.   
 Michael’s talents in high school earned him a full football 
scholarship to the University of Richmond where he continued to 
succeed earning 3 Varsity letters.  During his college career, his 
team won the Southern Conference Championships in 1968 and 
1969, and won the 1968 Tangerine Bowl (now known at the Cit-
rus Bowl). 
 After college Michael’s focus turned towards medicine.  
He earned his medical doctor degree from the Medical College of 
Wisconsin and continued with his surgical internship and his 
orthopedic surgery specialty from the Medical College of Virgin-
ia.  Dr Dussault was in private practice specializing in Orthope-
dic Sports Medicine and Adult Reconstructive Surgery at the 
Burlington Clinic in WI from 1978-2012.  Dr Dussault was an Or-
thopedic Consultant for the University of Whitewater from 1982-
1992 and for Carthage College from 1984-1990.  As a result of his 
hard work and dedication Dr Michael Dussault was the first re-
cipient of the Dave McClain Award for Outstanding Care to 
High School Athletes and now enshrined at Lambeau Field.   
 Michael married Sherry Stark a 1966 Tosa West Graduate. 

DAVID SCHERER 

COACH 

 David Scherer started coaching at Wauwatosa West in the 

fall of 1992 as Boy’s Freshmen Soccer Coach.  In the fall of 1993, 

he took over the program as the Boy’s Head Varsity Soccer Coach 

where he stayed until January of 2007.  During Coach Scherer’s 

reign as the Boy’s Coach, his teams totaled 184 wins, 92 losses 

and 23 ties.  He had 69 All-Conference selections, seven consecu-

tive Conference Player-of-the-Year Awards, 11 All-State selec-

tions, three All-Mid-West selections, one All-American and one 

Professional Player.  Several of his athletes went on to play in 

successful college programs.  As a team, Tosa West won eight 

Conference Championships and finished runner up three times.  

  In the spring of 1993, David was hired as the Girl’s Fresh-

men Soccer Coach.  In the spring of 1994, he took over the pro-

gram as the Girl’s Head Varsity Coach where he stayed until Jan-

uary of 2007.  During Coach Scherer’s time as the Girls Coach, his 

teams totaled 152 wins, 88 losses and 15 ties.  Tosa West had 61 

All-Conference selections, six consecutive Conference Player-of-

the-Year awards and six All-State selections.  As a team, Tosa 

West won five consecutive Conference Championships and were 

runner up two times.  Coach Scherer had several of his girls go 

on to play in successful college programs. 

  In 2008, David was inducted into the Wisconsin Soccer 

Association Hall of Fame as a player and in 2013 he was inducted 

into the Wisconsin Soccer Coaches Hall of Fame as a Head 

Coach. 

  David currently coaches a competitive Men’s team in the 

Wisconsin Soccer Leagues Major Division where they were back-

to-back State Champs for the 2012-2013 season and the 2013-2014 

season. 

  

 



SUELLYN SCHELLPEPER-ROHRER 

CLASS OF 1965 and COACH 

 Coaching student athletes over a span of 47 years to achieve their 
"personal best" or "peak performance" has been more important than experi-
encing the challenge of defeat or the exhilaration of victory. My passion for 
coaching and sport has been perpetuated by the athletes and parents who 
have shared their lives with me. 
 Suellyn Schellpeper-Rohrer induction into the Wauwatosa West 
Athletic Hall of Fame captures the essence of the growth and development 
of girls sports nationwide. 
 As a member of the first freshman class and first four-year graduat-
ing class in 1965 of Wauwatosa West, Suellyn's athletic career encompassed 
and was limited to four years of participation in the school-sponsored GAA, 
Girls Athletic Association, and Valeran, a high school club for girls that re-
quired exceptional athletic, scholarship, and service components. In 1965 
Suellyn received the highest achievement a female athlete could receive at 
Wauwatosa West, Outstanding Female Athlete of the Year.  
 Pursuing a B.S. in Physical Education was the only way for an ath-
letically talented female to continue participation in sports during late 1960s, 
as intercollegiate sports were for men only. It is also important to note that 
coaching classes were nonexistent for women.  
 Suellyn graduated from Wisconsin State University-Oshkosh in 
1970 and was hired by the School District of Waukesha to teach high school 
physical education and serve as a GAA advisor. Suellyn was granted a sab-
batical in 1980-81 to attend Ohio State University where she earned an M.A. 
in Sports Administration. 
 In 1972 the significance of Title IX not only created interscholastic 
opportunities for female student athletes but women like Suellyn were able 
to enter the field of coaching.  
 Suellyn’s “trail blazing” coaching career included:  
 First female varsity swim coach at Waukesha South HS, member of Sub-

urban Conference.  
 Coached athletes in first WIAA Girls Interscholastic State Swim Meet in 

1971.  
 First varsity girls tennis and basketball coach at Waukesha North HS, 

member of Suburban Conference. 
 Coached team in first WIAA Girls State Basketball Tournament series in 

1976.  
 Coaching experiences also included girls gymnastics and track and field. 
 First women to cross-over into coaching boys athletics as a high school 

varsity tennis coach at Waukesha North and later at Oconomowoc HS.  

 
 

RICK GERACIE 

COACH 

 Rick Geracie started coaching in Wauwatosa in 1969 and for the 
next 36 years impacted the lives of countless students and athletes.  He 
coached football, basketball, track, tennis, and golf while teaching in the 
Physical Education department. 
 Erica Burns (Woodworth) a former student and athlete recalls, 
“There was no denying that Mr. Geracie was a coach when you were part of his 
classroom.  There were skill breakdowns, drills, and stations.  On game days he 
could be found cheering from the sidelines, as well as sharing continuous point-
ers for improvement.  He enjoyed having the athlete in class, but he equally en-
joyed the students who did not want to dress for class.  Mr. Geracie just could 
not understand why they did not want to participate in gym.  His classroom 
had energy and enjoyment and was a place with a lot of smiles and was a posi-
tive part of each student’s day.” 
 Rick coached football in 1969 at Hawthorne, 1970-1981 at Whit-
man, and 1982 at Wauwatosa West.  He coached boys basketball from 
1970-1975 at Whitman, 1976-1979 at Tosa West, 1980-1981 again at Whit-
man, and was Head Coach at Tosa West from 1982-2001.  Rick’s basket-
ball teams took second place in conference in 1991, 1992, and 1997.  His 
team was ranked second in State in 1992 and were Regional Champs in 
1991 and 1994.  Rick was selected to be the Head Coach for the WBCA 
Boys Division 1 All Star Game in 1997.  While coaching football and bas-
ketball, Rick also was an assistant track coach from 1975-1982, and girls 
tennis coach in 1989.  In 1990 Rick became the Head Coach for Girls Ten-
nis and Boys Golf.  He lead the Girls Tennis team from 1990-2005 and 
coached many conference champions, sectional qualifiers, and state 
qualifiers.  While leading the Boys Golf team from 1990-2003 Rick won a 
Conference Championship in 2003 and his team qualified for the State 
Tournament that same year. 
 Former colleague Christa Bottsford recalls, “Words cannot de-
scribe what Rick Geracie has meant to me, not only as a person but as a mentor 
in the physical education profession.  He taught me how to connect with kids, 
design amazing lesson plans and work hard to make our profession proud.  His 
tough love and guidance made me the teacher I am today.  I will forever be in his 
debt and continue to work hard to make him proud.  Congratulations on this 
prestigious award, and thank you for making Tosa West an amazing place to 
be.” 



COURTNEY GROFF 

CLASS OF 2002 

 Courtney Groff earned 11 varsity letters in four sports at 
Wauwatosa West High School: 3-Volleyball, 4-Basketball, 3-
Track, and 1-Softball. Courtney was best known for her tenacity 
in any sport she participated in. She was the starting setter on the 
Volleyball team her Junior and Senior year, and received 2nd and 
1st Team All-Conference honors respectively. Although accom-
plished in numerous sports, Courtney was best known for her 
competitiveness on the basketball court. It was rare that you 
would not see Courtney in the gym throughout the year. As a 
Freshman, she was brought up to Varsity during the middle of 
the year and played an integral role in the basketball program 
from 1998-2002. She was elected Captain in both 2001 and 2002, 
and finished her career with numerous records: 

 Best Free throw percentage in a single game – 10/10 100% 
 Best Three Point Percentage in a single game – 3/3 100% 
 Most Rebounds in a game – 19 Rebounds 
 Most Offensive Rebounds in a game – 10 Rebounds 
 Most Defensive Rebounds in a game – 17 Rebounds 
 Most Rebounds in a single season – 227 Rebounds 
 Most Offensive Rebounds in a season – 84 Rebounds 
 Most Defensive Rebounds in a season – 143 Rebounds 
 Most Career Rebounds – 510 Rebounds 
 Most career Offensive Rebounds  - 202 Rebounds 
 Most Career Defensive Rebounds – 308 Rebounds 

 She received 1st-Team All-Conference her Junior and 
Senior years, and was voted Honorable Mention All-State in 
2002. She was elected a member of the 2002 State All-Star game, 
and as Coach Pietrowiak put it had “the highest basketball IQ he 
ever coached.” 
 “You miss 100% of the shots you never take!” – Michael 
Jordan 

JOHN  RYAN 

CLASS OF 1965 

 John Ryan graduated from Wauwatosa West in 1965. During his 
high school athletic career he competed in three sports: football, basketball, 
and track. He won a total of nine letters  and was elected captain in each of 
these three sports in his senior year. 
 On the football team, John was a three year starter at quarterback 
and was selected to the Milwaukee Journal Suburban All-Conference team 
his senior year.  In basketball, John played guard and was also a three year 
starter for the Trojans.  On the track team, he had an unusual combination 
of events. He competed in the high jump, the pole vault, and the shot put. 
His 1965 school record in the shot put still stands at Tosa West.  He also 
won the Conference Championship in the high jump that year. This du-
al accomplishment was of particular note as these two events normally re-
quire very different body physiques.  Upon graduation John received the 
school's Outstanding Male Athlete Award. 
 After high school, he accepted an athletic scholarship for football 
to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. As a quarterback he was a three-
year starter for the Badgers. John graduated with a degree in business ad-
ministration and moved to Chicago where he joined the ABC television 
network in it's program syndication division. Management took the subsid-
iary private and it was renamed Worldvision Enterprises. Mr. Ryan moved 
to New York and rose through the ranks to become CEO where he was in-
volved in many hit shows through the years: Love Boat, Little House on the 
Prairie, Dallas, Dynasty, Melrose Place and Beverly Hills 90210.  
 John is also responsible for bringing the syndicated show, Judge 
Judy, to the airwaves in the late 1990's which continues to be one of the 
most popular programs in daytime television. The company was sold to 
Paramount in 2000 and John retired to spend more time with his family 
and pursue a sport which he enjoys very much, golf.  
 Throughout his business career John also enjoyed many athletic 
activities such as tennis, squash, basketball for the New York Athletic Club 
as well as winning the All Around Athlete competition at the club in the 
1980's. 
 John credits the many teachers and coaches at Tosa West who were 
a positive influences on him, particularly coaches Ron Carlson, Warren 
Cartier and Dan Benson. 
 Mr. Ryan resides in Darien, CT, and Naples, FL with his 
wife Cindy and their two Labrador retrievers Lilly and Laddy. 
 


