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PAST RECIPIENTS 

2015 Inductees 
Debbie Arps, Athlete   
Daniel G. Benson, Coach 
Dan Benson, Athlete   
Becky Cera, Athlete 
Tim Foulks, Athlete   
Tom Janssen, Coach & Athletic Director 
Jeff Marohl, Athlete   
Daniel Relich, Athlete 
Art Sanders, Athlete   
John Thomsen, Coach & Athletic Director 
Jill Weidenbaum/Schindhelm, Athlete 
Karen Weis, Athlete   
Bob White, Coach 

 

2016 Inductees 
Mary Donohoo, Athlete   
Dr. Michael Dussault, Athlete 
Rick Geracie, Coach   
Courtney Groff, Athlete 
John Ryan, Athlete   
Suellyn Schellpeper-Rohrer, Athlete & Coach 
David Scherer, Coach   
Robert Sells, Athlete 
Steve Sperl, Athlete 

 

2017 Inductees 
Greg Carlson, Athlete   
Heather Cera, Athlete 
Robin Grindrod, Athlete   
Russ Kornman, Athlete 
Betsy Ptacek, Coach & Teacher   
Robert Smith, Athlete 

Ceremony Agenda 

Welcome & Master of Ceremonies 

Mr. Jeff Gabrielsen, Athletic Director 

State of Wauwatosa West  

Frank Calarco, Principal & Class of 1983  

Induction Ceremony 

Joseph G. Crnkovich, Coach & Teacher 

Susie Deprey Papenfuss, Athlete 

Bruce Henning, Athlete 

Paul Hiemenz, Athlete 

Chris Noerenberg Montoure, Athlete 

Joe Mezzanotte, Athlete 

Michael Ribar, Athlete 

Mary Thomsen Henne, Athlete 

Russ Kornman, Athlete 

1965 Football Team 

Luncheon 

School Tour of School Facilities 

Plaque Unveiling 

Social Gathering 

 

 



JOSEPH G. CRNKOVICH 

COACH and TEACHER 

 Joseph G. Crnkovich was coach of the 1964 State 
Championship Men’s Volleyball Team –Tosa West’s 1st State 
Championship - and a long-time Tosa West Physics teacher.  Joe 
was a man who loved God, family, country, teaching and 
coaching.  
 A faithful Catholic and husband, he and his wife of over 
60 years raised six sons and one daughter, most of whom shared 
his passion for, and followed in his footsteps through careers in, 
science, teaching, and coaching.  
 In his formative years, Mr. Crnkovich competed and 
coached at the West Allis Speed Skating Club where he still 
holds records for speed skating. He competed against Olympians 
and ranked as runner up for the Olympics.  
 A volunteer for the Army in 1942 after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Mr. Crnkovich played on the Army Baseball team 
against such notable players as major-league Hall-of-Famer Enos 
Slaughter. He shared the spotlight in one game where both he 
and Mr. Slaughter hit for the cycle.  His Army service eventually 
took him to Los Angeles where he learned to appreciate beach 
volleyball, acquiring knowledge that would later benefit the 
Trojans.  
 After the Army, he continued to play competitive sports, 
focusing on football and track at UW Milwaukee during 1946-
1947, taking state in the 880-yard run during the 1946 season. He 
received his Bachelor of Science in Physics and Masters of 
Education at Marquette University while coaching the Whitefish 
Bay Speed Skating Club to two state championships. After 
graduation he went on to teach and to coach multiple sports, first 
at Random Lake High School, and then at Milwaukee Boys’ 
Technical High School, and finally at Tosa West from where he 
retired in 1989.  
 Mr. Crnkovich and the players he coached will always be 
remembered as the team who brought Tosa West their First State 
Championship.   

1965 FOOTBALL TEAM 

UNDEFEATED SUBURBAN CHAMPIONS 

  TW    OPP. 
  13 Cudahy       6 
  9 South Milwaukee      7 
  7 West Allis Central      7 
  10 Tosa East       0 
  34 West Milwaukee      14 
  15 Shorewood       0 
  22 Waukesha        0 
  7  Whitefish Bay       6 
 

Coaches:  Dan Benson, Don Knauff & Tom Janssen 
Players:  12-Chris Potter  14-Mark Cooney 
  16-Jim Goeckerman  20-Ron Bruce 
  22-Greg Carlson  24-Pete Breaker 
  26-Mike Dussault  30-Wayne Bach 
  34-Larry Juszczek  40-John Norton 
  42-Bruce Bischof  44-Dave Gamroth 
  50-Dave Watson  51-Richard Jordens 
  53-Gregg Malmstrom  54-Chuck Malone 
  55-Robert Smith  60-Craig Franz 
  61-Richard Ehrgott  62-Chris Bauer 
  63-Dennis Priest  64-Bob Stanislaw 
  65-Rudy Chehovin  70-Jim Hoelke 
  71-Ralph Grant  72-Rick Spiegel 
  73-Robert Maciejski  74-Jim Gronowski 
  76-Bob Ehrgott  80-John Winderl 
  81-Terry Leverenz  82-Joe Mezzanotte 
  83-Mike Breaker  84-Ron Schumann 
  85-Ned Pellmann  86-William Arndt 
Managers: Henry Knoch & Mike Wenzel 
 

 



RUSS KORNMAN 

CLASS OF 1972 

 Russ Kornman was a two-sport athlete who earned six letters 
in football and track. In his senior year, he was captain of the football 
team and co-captain of the track team. In addition, he was named the 
most valuable athlete of both sports and the outstanding senior athlete. 
 In his junior year football season, he was unanimous choice all 
conference offense and all conference defense. In addition, he was first 
team all-state offensive back and second team all-state defensive back. 
Russ led the Suburban Conference in rushing, 1056 yards on 164 
carries, and scoring 14 touchdowns. He set the following school 
records: 265 rushing yards in one game, longest run from scrimmage-91 
yards, longest punt return-98 yards, most interceptions in a season-4, 
and most yards total offense. 
 In his junior year track, Russ won the Suburban Conference 
Indoor championships in the 65-yard dash, and anchored the 6-lap 
relay that tied the Suburban Conference record. In the Suburban Relays, 
he anchored the 880-yard relay that won and set the conference record 
and finished second at the state meet. Plus, he finished fifth in the 220-
yard dash at state. 
 In his senior year football season, Russ was unanimous choice 
All-Suburban Conference offensive and defensive player. In addition, 
he was first team all-state offensive back. Russ was the first player in 
conference history to gain more than 3000 yards in a career, finishing 
with 3145 rushing yards in 404 carries. He was the conference leader in 
rushing, 1310 yards in 130 carries, and scoring with 20 touchdowns and 
130 total points. Once again he set school records: single season rushing
-1310 yards in 130 carries, most interceptions in a season-7, and longest 
kick-off return-92 yards. 
 In his senior year track, he won the Suburban Conference 
Indoor 65-yard dash with a conference record of 6.8 seconds. He won 
the Suburban Conference Championship in the 100 and 220-yard dash. 
He finished third in the 100-yard dash in the state meet. 
 Russ Kornman attended the University of Notre Dame on an 
athletic scholarship. Russ earned two letters in football and was a 
member of the undefeated National Championship team of 1973. 
 Russ Kornman attributes his success in his athletic endeavors at 
Wauwatosa West to the collaborative effort between the players and 
coaches. Dave Sutton, Dan Benson, and Tom Janssen were outstanding 
coaches who championed the efforts of their players and teams. 

SUSIE DEPREY PAPENFUSS 

CLASS OF 2000 

 Susie was a 4 sport athlete and earned 10 varsity letters 
while at Tosa West focusing on basketball and tennis. In basketball, 
Susie was all conference 3 years including 1st Team all-conference 
her junior and senior year and also won Player of the Year for the 
Woodland Conference her senior year. Susie also won all Suburban, 
All Area and All State honors her junior and senior years. Susie was 
honored as the Journal Sentinel Player of the Week and also on the 
Journal Sentinel Showtime Team. She played in the WBCA All Star 
Game her senior year for the Division 2 South team. Susie broke 
school records for Career Points Scored, Field Goal %, 3 Pointers 
Made, Free Throw % and Steals, and today she still holds the 
records for Career high scorer, Best FG%, Best FT%, Season Best 
FG%, and Game Best FT%. In tennis, Susie was a 4 letter winner and 
qualified for state her junior and senior year, placing 6th and 4th 
respectively, and earned All-State honors her junior and senior 
years. She also earned letters in softball and track and field and 
earned All-Conference honors in softball in ’98.  
 In college, Susie earned a double scholarship to Division II 
Bemidji State University for basketball and tennis. She was a starter 
in basketball her freshman year and played singles and doubles in 
tennis. In ‘01/’02, Susie was a three sport athlete at UW Waukesha. 
In basketball, she helped lead her team to win a State Championship 
and earned honors as 1st Team All-Conference and 1st team All-
State. In tennis, she helped her team win 1st place at the State 
Tournament, and she won 1st place at State for #1 doubles, and 2nd 
place at State for #1 singles. Susie also helped the Volleyball team 
win 2nd place at the State Championship, and earned 2nd Team All-
Conference honors. 
 Susie graduated from Carroll College with a degree in 
psychology, and is now in Revenue Cycle Management at 
Brookdale Senior Living. She is married to Luke and had a daughter 
named Cory Lynn and loves spending time with the two of them. 
Susie is active with the Milwaukee Hurling Club and has assisted 
the club as a conditioning coach. She enjoys running, biking, and 
staying active.  



BRUCE HENNING 

CLASS OF 1983 

 Bruce Henning received 9 varsity letters in his high 
school career. Four letters in golf, three in basketball, and two in 
football. 
 In Golf, Bruce was Player of the Year in the conference his 
senior year and finished 13th at the State Tournament.  
 In Basketball Bruce was 2nd team All-Conference junior 
and senior year in the Suburban Conference. He averaged 19 
points and 10 rebounds both those years. Bruce was invited to 
play in the High School All-Star game his senior year.  
 During Bruce’s Football career he played wide receiver 
and defense back for two years and was All-Conference punter 
his senior year and led the state in interceptions with 11.   He 
caught the only touchdown in the Championship Game, but lost 
to Grafton 13-7. 
 After high school Bruce went to Bemidji State University 
in Minnesota and played golf and basketball, before transferring 
to Concordia University Wisconsin to finish his college career.  
Bruce played golf, football, and basketball at Concordia. He was 
All Conference in golf the only year he played before 
concentrating on football and basketball.  
 In basketball at Concordia Bruce was Player of the Year 
his senior year and his team was able to make the NCAA 
Tournament that same year.  
 Bruce had NFL tryouts for the Packers and Vikings as a 
punter after he graduated and played 4 years on the mini tours of 
Professional Golf.  
 He was inducted into the Concordia Hall of Fame in 2002. 
 Bruce went back to school and became a teacher.  He was 
a student teacher at West and coached the freshman basketball 
team to a 15-2 record.  What a great experience! 
 Bruce now teaches in Oconomowoc and coaches 8th 
grade basketball and is the High Schools Head Varsity Golf 
coach.  

MARY THOMSEN HENNE 

CLASS OF 1982 

 Mary participated in three sports and Pom-Pons for the 
Trojans. She won 12 varsity letters in basketball, volleyball, track 
and field, and Pom-Pons. Mary received All-Conference awards 
in volleyball and track and was a team captain in basketball and 
track. In 1980, priceless memories were made when the Pom-Pon 
squad won the Badger State Championship. Mary feels blessed 
to have had the opportunity to compete with her teammates and 
to be taught by her amazing teachers and coaches at Wauwatosa 
West. She was the first recipient of the Trojan Organization of 
Girls Athletics scholarship, Suburban Conference Champion, 6th 
in the state in the discus, and named Best Female Athlete in the 
Class of 1982.  
 In college, Mary played volleyball and ran track for the 
University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse. In 1982, her volleyball team 
played in the NCAA Championship. Mary contributed to the 
track team as a heptathlete outdoor and a pentathlete indoor. 
Following graduation, Mary coached grade school basketball 
and softball at St. John’s Lutheran School in Wauwatosa, played 
softball and volleyball until she became the #1 fan and supporter 
of her two sons.  
 Today, Mary is the Global Clinical Research Education 
Leader for Automated Breast Ultrasound at GE Healthcare. She 
volunteers as a sonographer for Eyewitness for Life and enjoys 
walking and riding her bike. Mary gives God the glory and 
praise and is grateful to her parents, John and Shirley Thomsen, 
for their unconditional love and support. She is motivated to 
spend as much time as she can with her husband Curt and their 
gifts from God, Corey and Connor Henne.   



MICHAEL RIBAR 

CLASS OF 1992 

 Michael Ribar was a fierce competitor and a multiple letter 
winner in Soccer, Baseball, and Track.   A tremendous all-around 
athlete, he possessed strong leadership skills as well.  Ribar was 
selected as a Team Captain for the Conference Runner Up Soccer 
team his senior year and led the team in scoring in 1991, which 
earned him 2nd Team All-Conference Honors.  Michael was known 
for his speed and excelled on the track where he was awarded 4 
letters and led the team in total points for 3 years, earning him the 
MVP award his junior and senior years.  He finished 1st in 
conference in the 300 IM Hurdles and set the Wauwatosa West 
School Record of 39.6 seconds at the State Sectional Meet in 1992.  
Ribar qualified for the State Track and Field Meet in 1992 where he 
was a finalist in the 300 IM Hurdles.  Also in his senior year, Ribar 
was the anchor of the Conference Winning 1600m Relay Team. 
 Despite missing nearly 25% of the Baseball seasons due to 
Track participation, Ribar successfully received Honorable Mention 
and 2nd Team All-Conference Awards his junior and senior years in 
Baseball.  His speed and arm strength was best suited for center 
field where he dominated the defense and was also used in catching 
and relief pitching. Michael went on to play Division I Soccer at 
Valparaiso University where he became and starting Defensive Back 
his freshman year.  Michael was a member of the Milwaukee Sport 
Club Major’s Soccer Team, which took 2nd in the National Open 
Cup Tournament in 1997 in Portland Oregon and Won the State 
Championship a year later.  After graduating college from 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Ribar went on to work in the 
Sports Medicine field for 17 years where he was able to positively 
impact thousands of high school, collegiate, and professional 
athletes. 
 Michael was a second generation Wauwatosa West Alumni 
and Class President of the graduating class of 1992. Michael was an 
intern Athletic Trainer at Wauwatosa West in 1995 and then served 
as the Sports Medicine Liaison to the Wauwatosa West and 
Froedtert Sport Med for over 10 years.  Michael will be a life-long 
ambassador for Wauwatosa West Athletics. 

PAUL HIEMENZ 

CLASS OF 1971 

 Paul Hiemenz was a 3-year letter winner in football from 

1969-71.  His senior year team finished 6-2 and second place in 

the Suburban Conference.  During that season Paul was selected 

Team Captain, MVP, 1st Team All-Conference, 1st Team All-

State Offensive Guard and All-American (Scholastic, Sun Kist 

Magazine).  Paul also competed in basketball during his 

sophomore and junior years at Tosa West.  Paul was a star on the 

track team running the 60 indoor and the 100 and 4 x 100 sprints 

outdoor.  Paul went to State in the shotput.  

 Paul earned a 4-year Scholarship to Northwestern 

University in Evanston, Il. for football.  He played offensive 

guard and in 1974 Paul was a captain, MVP, selected to the UPI 

and AP All Big Ten Team, and All American Honorable Mention.  

That year Paul also won the Northwestern University Howard P. 

Scholarship Award for Academic/Athletic Achievement and 

played in a post season bowl.  Paul coached one year for NU on 

the Offensive line while recruiting the Chicago area high schools. 

 Paul is now married, has 3 wonderful children and 3 

grandchildren.  He has a 40-year career with a Fortune 100 

Company and retired as a V.P. in Strategy Development.  Paul 

was a volunteer football coach in Georgia, Indiana, and Kansas 

and currently volunteers with the Kansas Community Soup 

Kitchen helping strategize, motivate, and grow our 

organization’s inner-city reach. 

 Inspiration, Motivation and Humility are the words that 

best summarizes Paul’s High School Athletic experience.  



CHRIS NOERENBERG MONTOURE 

CLASS OF 1993 

 Chris was a 4-year varsity letter winner in girls 
swimming a was MVP for four consecutive years.  As a 
Freshman, Chris placed first in the 200 IM and second in the 100 
breaststroke at Sectionals.  Those performances put her in the top 
16 in the state and earned her a spot at the WIAA State Meet.  
Chris ended her first year placing 12th in both the 200 IM and the 
100 Breaststroke.  As a sophomore Chris placed first in both the 
200 IM and the 100 Breaststroke at sectionals which gave her an 
automatic spot at State.  Chris placed sixth in the 100 
Breaststroke and 12th in the 200 IM.    Chris repeated her 
performance in sectionals during her Junior year and placed fifth 
at the WIAA State Meet in the 100 Breaststroke setting a new 
Trojan record.  In 1991 Chris also earned Honorable Mention in 
the 100 Breaststroke from the WI Swim Coaches Association.   
 In 1992 Chris broke her own high school record and also 
set a new sectional record in the 100 Breaststroke.  At the 1992 
WIAA State Meet Chris placed 1st in the 200 IM and first in the 
100 Breaststroke which earned her All-State recognition from the 
WI Swim Coaches Association.  Chris also set a meet record at 
the South Milwaukee Rocket Invite in the 100 Breaststroke.  As of 
June 23, 2018, twenty-six years later, Chris still holds the Trojan 
swim record for the 100 Breaststroke. 
 After graduation, Chris received a scholarship to the 
Division 1 UW-Milwaukee Panthers.  As a freshman she placed 
third in the 100 Breaststroke and 5th in the 200 IM at the Mid-
Continent Conference Meet.  Chris was selected “Rookie of the 
Year” by her coaches and teammates. 
 Chris resides in Brookfield with her husband and two 
children.  She is currently one of the coaches for the Muskego 
High School girls swim team. 

JOE MEZZANOTTE 

CLASS OF 1967 

 Joe was an all-around student athlete who was awarded eight 
varsity letters in four sports. Football (2), Basketball (2), Track (3), and 
Baseball (1). His senior year Joe was named Outstanding Senior Athlete, 
presented with the prestigious “W” Club Award, and presided as Class 
President.  
 In football, Joe was a junior starter on the 1965 Championship 
Team. In 1966 he was Captain, a two-way starter, and named to the All 
Suburban Conference defensive team as an end. On the basketball court 
Joe was Captain and leading scorer with 18.3 ppg his senior year. On the 
track, Joe was a stand out in the high and low hurdles. Joe was Co-
Captain as a junior and Captain his senior year. He placed in the 
conference meets all 3 years, winning Suburban Indoor 65 yd. HH, 
outdoor 120 yd. HH, and 18 yd. LH his senior year. Joe was a State 
qualifier as a junior and as a senior he was undefeated in the HH 
winning the State Championship. In the 180 yd. LH he set a school 
record and finished 4th in the state.  
 Joe was recruited to play football and run track and accepted a 
scholarship to attend Princeton University. Joe starred on the track team 
for three seasons. He helped Princeton achieve their best record in 20 
years. Along with many first place finishes in dual meets, Joe held the 
University record in the 60 yd. HH, set a number of meet records, won 
the NJ State Collegiate HH Championship, the Tri-State (NJ, PA, NY) 
AAU High Hurdle Championship, was a NCAA qualifier, and was 
given “All East” designation based on results from the ICAAAA 
Championships in Madison Square Garden March 7, 1970. 
 Graduating from Princeton with a BS in Engineering, Joe had a 
very successful career with CR Bard and Southcorp USA. As a Director/
General Manager of Manufacturing he oversaw and continuously 
improved multiple operations throughout the US, Canada, Mexico, and 
Puerto Rico.  He retired in 2008 to run a small consulting business, to 
travel with his wife Sharrie, to play golf, and spend time with his family.  
 Joe is very grateful for having the opportunity to grow up in 
Wauwatosa and thankful for the guidance and support provided by his 
parents and coaches, especially Mr. Dan Benson and Mr. David Sutton, 
who made this all possible.  
 
 


