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I. Trip Dates, Make-up Dates, Departure and Locations 
 
 

Trip Dates: 
 
Trip # 1 – Friday, December 6, 2019 
Trip # 2 – Friday, December 20, 2019 
Trip # 3 – Friday, January 3, 2020 
Trip # 4 – Friday, January 10, 2020 
Trip # 5 – Friday, February 7, 2020 
Trip # 6 – Friday, February 21, 2020  
 
Make-up Dates: 
 
Alternate # 1 – Friday, January 31, 2019* 
Alternate # 2 – Friday, February 28, 2019* 
 
*Need for alternate dates may arise from late snow (i.e., no snow on December 6 and/or December 
20, etc.) and/or extreme cold/inclement weather on a scheduled date.  We will need to maintain 
flexibility, depending on how the year plays out, but we will make every effort to ski if Alpine Valley is 
open.  Alpine Valley is usually open by Thanksgiving because of their snow making capabilities.  Of 
course, warm weather could derail expectations that it will be open on December 6. 
  
Departure  
 
Buses will leave from Tosa West at 4:30 – 4:45 PM and return at 10:00 – 10:15 PM.  The later 
departure times are the result of an acute district wide bus shortage so we will have to work through 
this inconvenience. 
 
IMPORTANT – We will be limiting the ski club to 150 students.  So please get your ski forms and fees 
in early.  If we get more than 150 interested students, we may not be able to get additional buses due 
to the busing shortage and/or pricing challenges, so we will cut off after 150 in the order received. 
 
Like last year, a room will be available at Tosa West to store equipment during school. The room will 
only be available up until 8 AM.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



II. Cost / Partial Trips / No Refund Policy 
 

Cost: 

Alpine Valley Club Card (one-time fee)     $      20* 

Bus Costs (6 Trips)        $        0**  

Lift Tickets ($20 x     ______(number of trips , minimum 3)           $______       

Helmet Rental ( if desired, recommended but not required) 

            ($10 x  _____ (number of trips)             $ ______   

Ski / Snow board rental (if needed) ($20 x  ____ number of trips)      $______           

 

TOTAL COST   (ADD ABOVE)      $ ______ 

*$20 Club Card is required as is a minimum of three trips with ski club.  Not replaceable if lost or stolen 

(without additional fee of $20).  Must have with you for all trips.  Comes with additional benefits such as 

reduced lift ticket and ski rental prices on specified dates.  See the following link for more details.  

http://www.alpinevalleyresort.com/the-resort/students-calendar/ 

**The cost of the buses will be absorbed by the ski club. 

***IMPORTANT – If you are renting equipment, including just a helmet, you need to have the information in the 

below link filled out by Friday, November 29th, 2019 if you plan on skiing on December 6th, 2019 and do not 

want to register at Alpine Valley after the buses arrive.  This requires a parent’s electronic signature and 

parent’s driver license information if the student is not 18.  Rental equipment cannot be received without this 

information. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCA9FQdWj6eRutYekURLB43XaSm9BMovaOaAOMp0OIsOvpv

A/viewform 

Helmets are strongly encouraged by Alpine Valley and the Ski Club.  Ski helmets are different from bicycle 

helmets and should be used.  Students not wearing helmets are accepting risk (and stating as such in 

permission form). 

In summary, cost is MINIMUM  $80.00 if going for only 3 trips and you have all your own equipment to a 

maximum of $320.00 for all 6 trips renting equipment including helmet. 

Partial Trips: 

If in advance you know you can only make a certain number of trips, you can pay the pro rata portion 

of any variable fees related to the number of trips.  There are no refunds if you decide or cannot make 

a trip once the season commences.  The club does not need to know which dates you plan to attend, 

just the number of trips you plan to attend. 

 

  

http://www.alpinevalleyresort.com/the-resort/students-calendar/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCA9FQdWj6eRutYekURLB43XaSm9BMovaOaAOMp0OIsOvpvA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCA9FQdWj6eRutYekURLB43XaSm9BMovaOaAOMp0OIsOvpvA/viewform


No Refund Policy: 
 
There is a "no refund policy" for the ski club.   Below are some commonly asked questions, and the rationale for the 
Ski Club’s policy. With 100 or more students, between parents and students, we can/have receive(d) a fair amount 
of these questions via e-mail.   
  

If my son/daughter drives why does he/she need to pay for the bus (that doesn't appear fair)? 
If my son/daughter doesn't go on the bus this week can I get a refund for the bus fee? 
My son/daughter wants to go to a concert this weekend, can he/she get a refund for this week? 
If we don't get refunds, where is all this money going? 
  
These are all very reasonable questions and we certainly have empathy for the angst that often accompanies 
them.  The “no refund” policy was very carefully thought through, but it is probably worth sharing the rationale. 
 
The buses are fixed costs that create certain known risks when pricing the trip whereby it is possible to run a deficit 
with no source of funding from the school (and/or the sponsors), so the "no refund" policy was, in part, instituted to 
cover those risks.   
 

1) For example, we know how much the buses cost but not how many students will join.  So if we expected two 
buses of 50 kids each (bus limit) and charged accordingly, if we had 51 students, we would not have enough 
to cover the buses and we would run a deficit. 

2) Similarly, if a trip gets cancelled late due to inclement weather, we may still have to pay for the buses if not 
cancelled within the cancellation period.   

3) Further, if we have make-up dates there is no guarantee we can get buses from the same company as they 
might be fully booked.  When we priced the buses, the next closest price was more than double the cost of 
our buses.  The district gets good prices from First Student. 
   

Our experience with the ski club at Whitman (and prior years at the high school level), prepared us to know we 
needed "contingency funding" for, in addition to bus pricing risk, the “breakage” in handing out ski forms, helmet 
forms, lift tickets, etc.  They are handed out on multiple buses (in the dark) on the way to the ski hill with multiple 
chaperones and students helping.  Students are collecting for their friends who are driving, students ask for them 
from different people at different times and places (i.e., at school or they show up late or at the hill), ski/helmet forms 
get inadvertently handed out to students who only should get the ski form, students sheepishly ask if they could get 
a ski form because they forgot their skis or they are broken, lift tickets are lost and a student was hoping to get 
another one, etc.  Long story short, there is breakage in recordkeeping that can only be avoided by running the 
handing out of forms with military precision that would take an inordinate amount of time away from skiing while 
disallowing flexibility for students driving and collecting through all sorts of channels as well as turning down the 
students who need an extra form, etc.  Quite frankly, something we are not willing to do. 
 
Having a refund policy also potentially influences behavior where students decide, based on the weather, if they 
want to go.  This significantly increases the administration of processing refunds.  Alternatively, having a “no refund” 
policy, but then offering a refund because many students did not go due to inclement weather, is not deemed fair by 
the students who decided to go because they thought they would not get a refund.  Lastly, the sponsors are 
volunteering for this and do not have the time to process all refunds, and record keep for it, etc.  It may not seem like 
it but this takes a fair bit of time. 
 
However, if we do not get in our six trips due to mother nature, refunds will be forthcoming for variable costs (i.e., lift 
tickets, equipment rentals) associated with the cancelled trips.  If exceptional circumstances occur, a refund may be 
granted at the full discretion of the ski club.  For example, several years ago one student broke his collarbone before 
the first trip and was refunded.  These will be limited because if refunds are granted for less than exceptional 
circumstances, everyone will expect a refund and it defeats the rationale/need for a “no refund” policy in the first 
place.  If we run a surplus, we will use that money to subsidize the following year.  The bus fees are subsidized for 
this year.   
 
All checks are deposited with, and all payments to vendors and/or refunds (if any) are paid (only upon authorization 
of the Ski Club) by the Tosa West Athletic Department. 
  



III. Lessons, Alpine Valley Offerings, Rules and Code 

Lessons and Evaluations: 

All students are required to be evaluated on first trip, no exceptions 

Evaluations are free. 

Based on three levels: 

- Green Level: Beginner (wonder carpet only) 

- Blue Square: Intermediate (easy rider and over) 

- Black Diamond: Advanced (access to entire hill) 

Can move up higher level at any time 

First lesson at any level is free 

Additional lessons are $15 

Other Alpine Valley Offerings: 

Two cafeteria restaurants 

Free check in of ski/snowboard equipment 

Three high speed detachable quad chairlifts 

High speed rope tow servicing the park 

State of the art snow making and grooming equipment 

New beginner area and “terrain based” beginner instruction 

Students may ski/board for club prices after 3:00 pm on most Sundays through Fridays, which are 

significantly reduced compared to normal prices.  See the following link for more details.  

http://www.alpinevalleyresort.com/the-resort/students-calendar/ 

Parents/sibling may ski/snowboard with student for same club price on club nights only.  

http://www.alpinevalleyresort.com/the-resort/students-calendar/


Ski & Snowboard Club Rules: 
 

1. Obey the Skiers’ & Snowboarders’ Responsibility Code. (See Below) 
2. All school rules apply while on ski/snowboard trips. 
3. Follow all directions by adults, advisors, and ski area workers. 
4. Display mature, responsible behavior on the buses, slopes, and lifts and in the lodges. 
5. Come in to the lodge for a break if you are cold, hungry or tired. 
6. Wear appropriate attire while you are skiing or boarding. 
7. Improper or irresponsible skiing or boarding may result in a lift ticket being taken away by the 

Ski Patrol.  Students having a ticket taken will remain in the lodge the remainder of the night 
and will not attend the next trip. 

8. All students are encouraged to use the ski corral provided by Alpine Valley to store skis & 
boards.  This is a free service.  Wauwatosa West / East are not responsible for lost or stolen 
equipment. 

9. Lockers are available for rental in the ski and board rental rooms for smaller items. 
10. DO NOT CALL 911 IF YOU ARE INJURED ON THE SKI HILL – THEY WILL NOT COME.  

CALL SKI PATROL AT 262-642-3925.  PLEASE ADD THIS NUMBER TO YOUR PHONE. 

 
Skiers’ & Snowboarders’ Responsibility Code: 

 
1. Ski and snowboard under control at all times and in such a manner that you can stop or avoid 

other skiers, boarders or objects. 
2. When skiing or boarding downhill, avoid all the skiers or boarders downhill of you.  
3. Do not stop where you obstruct a trail or where you are not visible to skiers or boarders above 

you. 
4. When entering a trail or starting downhill, yield to other skiers or boarders. 
5. Wear ski breaks, retention straps, or other devices to prevent runaway skis and boards.  
6. Keep off closed trails, out of bounds areas and other posted areas.  Observe all signs. 
7. Prior to using any lift, you must have the knowledge and ability to load, ride and unload from 

the lift. 

 

 

  



IV.  Summary “To Do” Check List 

 

Submit the following no later than Friday, November 29, 2019:  

     Check for applicable amount made payable to “Wauwatosa West High School”  (note: 

Checks for  East students also need to be made to Wauwatosa West ,as funds are handled by 

West activity account.   

 

     If renting equipment, including a helmet, ensure you have filled out the online rental 

equipment form.  A link is provided under IMPORTANT in section 2 of this information packet.  

If this link is not filled out by November 29th, 2019, equipment for the first ski trip will not be available 

for rental when getting off the bus and the student will have to manually wait in line at Alpine Valley to 

get a ski form and then subsequently get equipment.  

     Wauwatosa West / East Ski & Snowboard Club Permission Form (Next Page) 
 
Please ensure everything is legible, including the e-mail address as that will be used for future group 

correspondence.  If more than one person would like to receive future group correspondence, please 

feel free to add more than one e-mail address. 

Please deposit both check and permission forms in the ski club boxes in the activities offices 

at the respective high schools.  If both of these are not received, in good order, the student 

will not be allowed to ski. 

Additional Information 

Questions or additional information – please e-mail or call any of the below. 

Club President – Brett Makhlouf (Tosa West) 

(makhlobr@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us) 

Club Sponsor – Joe Makhlouf: 414-578-7937 (TEXT ONLY PLEASE) 

(skiwauwatosahs@gmail.com) 

Note: If parents are interested in chaperoning, please contact Joe Makhouf.  There is no cost to ski.  

We are aiming to have at least two chaperones per bus but can be flexible. 

 

 

 

 



 
Wauwatosa West / East High School  

Wauwatosa West / East Ski & Snowboard Club PERMISSION FORM 
 

I grant permission for my child to participate in Wauwatosa West / East Ski and Snowboard Club.   The club will travel by 
buses to Alpine Valley Ski Resort to ski or snowboard.  I agree that I understand that the dates are subject to change due 
to weather or other extenuating circumstances.  Students will be leaving the school shortly after 4:30 p.m. and will return 
at approximately 10:00 p.m.  Students not picked up on time risk participation in future trips. 
 

While chaperone(s) will accompany your child on the trip, and will use all precautions within reason, there naturally exist 
some general hazards for which neither the chaperone(s) nor the school will accept responsibility.   
 
As stated in the student-parent handbook, “All school rules will be strictly adhered to while in attendance at events away 
from school.” Any problems may result in loss of participation privileges.  By signing I also agree to the letter and spirit of 
the no refund policy and understand the rationale explained therein.  I further understand that the ski club will make every 
effort to make sure my son/daughter is on the bus for the ride home but it is my son/daughter’s responsibility to be on the 
bus at the appropriate time, and if not, it is my responsibility to arrange for his/her transportation home. 
 
Chaperones must have information regarding special medical needs of your child in the event of any emergency medical 
treatment necessary.  If such exists, please indicate his information below (e.g. allergy to bee sting, asthma, etc.).   
 

My child has the following health issue(s) that could impact him/her on the trip.  Please note that this information may be 
shared with the Alpine Valley Ski and Snowboard Staff. Health Issue(s) are as follows: 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
I hereby grant permission for my child to participate in the above-referenced activity.  I understand the Wauwatosa School 
District has made prudent arrangements for the safety of students.  I understand that the student is expected to follow all 
directives of the chaperones.  I understand the Board of Education does not or may not carry any insurance relative to the 
trip or injuries to the student.   
 

I agree to release and hold harmless the Wauwatosa School District and its agents, employees, chaperones or other 
personnel from liability from any or all loss and expense, including cost and attorneys’ fees, for any damages caused by 
injury to my child or his/her property resulting from participation in the above-reference activity, or the rendering of 
emergency medical procedures or treatment, if any.  I agree to indemnify the Wauwatosa School District, and/or its 
agents, chaperones, etc., for any and all loss, damages, and/or all expenses. I acknowledge the risks of skiing and 
boarding without a helmet if my child chooses to participate without one.     
. 

 
Printed Student Name:____________________________Grade:_______   Birthdate __________ 
*Your signature below indicates that you give permission for your child to attend club trips.  Your signature and that of 
your child indicates that you agree to abide this policy and the information contained herein.   Your signatures also 
indicates you have read, understand, and will abide by the Ski and Snowboard Club rules.   Both signatures are 
required for participation.   
 
________________________________ _________________________________________________(LEGIBLE PEASE) 
Date     Student E-mail 
 
________________________________ _________________________________________________ 
Student Signature   Parent/Guardian Printed Name & Signature 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Address 
 
___________________________   ____________________________________________ 
Cell Phone      Home Phone 
 
___________________________   _____________________________________________ 
Parent E-mail (if want to be on e-mail distribution) Other Emergency Contact/Telephone Number & Name 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________________________ 
Insurance Company     Policy number(s) - Member & Group as applicable 


