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Sports In Kansas – 2021 State Tournament Preview 

Class 3A (MONDAY) 

Phillipsburg (20-2) at Hugoton (22-1) – This will be a 5 p.m. start. Phillipsburg makes the 254-mile trip to southwest Kansas. 
Phillipsburg qualified for state for the first time in school history last winter. Phillipsburg, Thomas More Prep-Marian and WaKeeney-
Trego all finished with one league loss in regular season Mid-Continent League play. Panther sophomore point guard Taryn Sides 
has multiple Division I offers, and Phillipsburg has plenty of height inside with Heather Schemper and Abby Babcock. Hugoton has a 
plus-six win improvement from last season and has wins against TMP and Sterling (No. 1 2A). 

The Eagles have their well-known quartet of sophomores Mikyn Hamlin, Gianna Vos and Summya Adigun, and senior post Jordyn 
Beard, a Tabor College signing. Hamlin has already set Hugoton’s single season scoring mark and averages around 20 points per 
game. In the sub-state title game, Adigun finished with eight points, 13 rebounds and five assists in the 60-33 win versus Cimarron. 
Hugoton has reached state six times in eight years. Before ’14, Hugoton had reached state once. Hugoton missed state the last two 
seasons as it retooled the program with the current group. As well, seniors McKenna Hamlin and Molly McClure have played key 
roles on the team. 

Halstead (20-3) at Cheney (22-0) – Probably the best quarterfinal matchup in Kansas – and a matchup that has been relatively 
expected for weeks. Both teams are returning Forever Four squads. Halstead reached state for the first time in school history last 
winter and Derek Schutte was co-3A Coach of the Year. Cheney has captured 33 straight wins dating back to a 45-43 loss against 
Halstead on Feb. 1, 2020. This year, Cheney beat Halstead, 57-47, on Jan. 30 to win the Haven tournament. Halstead’s seniors are 
76-14 in their careers. Senior Karenna Gerber is one of Kansas’ best players and cleared 1,000 career points as a junior. She has 
signed with Pittsburg State. Plus, Halstead returned sophomore Kaleigh O’Brien, Madi McClain, Josie Engel and Parker Schroeder. 

Cheney has averaged 64 points a contest with an experienced group that has enjoyed great success in volleyball, basketball, 
softball and track – though no team titles yet. The Cardinals were 3A state runner-up in basketball two years ago. Cheney senior 
Kylee Scheer is the two-time 3A Player of the Year. Through the regular season, she has 22.3 points, 5.6 rebounds, 4.5 steals and 
2.6 assists a contest. Senior Lexi Cline has returned from injury and has three points, 3.3 assists and 2.4 steals per game in seven 
contests. Junior Brynn McCormick, a first-year transfer from Scott City that earned All-3A last season from SIK, has 11.2 points per 
game. Junior Brooklyn Wewe has delivered 8.2 points, 4.5 steals, 3.6 assists and 3.4 rebounds per game. Cheney has been ranked 
No. 1 in 3A all season and also owns two wins against Garden Plain and a victory versus Andale. Cheney has one all-time title, an 
undefeated season in 2010. Rod Scheer has this team clicking all year long and has been one of the best coaches in Kansas over 
the last several seasons.  

Silver Lake (13-10) at Sabetha (21-2) – Sabetha girls defeated major Big 7 rival Nemaha Central twice this season for NC’s lone two 
defeats in the last two years. Sabetha beat conference foe Royal Valley in overtime in the sub-state semifinals. In Saturday’s 
championship, Sabetha beat Nemaha Central, 27-24, in double overtime. Sabetha, featured on SIK in volleyball and basketball, is 
62-3 in volleyball and basketball this season. 

The Blue Jays, led by seniors Leah Renyer and Melinna Schumann in both sports, won 3A volleyball. As of mid-February, both 
players averaged at least 12 points and 2.5 steals per game, per MSC Sports. SL qualified for state in the first year of the Kyle 
Porter era. Two years ago, he won 3A at Royal Valley, and then had a one-season stint at Hays High before he took over at SL this 
season. 

Frontenac (18-3) at Osawatomie (20-2) – Frontenac, led by head coach Scott Fields, is into state for back-to-back years. The 
Raiders have junior Heather Arnett, sophomore Hattie Pyle, junior Sydney Frankenberry and senior Reagan Hipfl as top players. 
Osawatomie senior Amiah Simmons has statistically been Kansas’ best player. Simmons transferred back to Osawatomie where 
she grew up. Simmons has led Osawatomie to its third all-time state appearance, first since ’97-98. The Trojans have first-year 
coach Beau Gadwood, a former Fort Hays State all-conference tight end. 

Simmons has averaged more than 30 points and seven steals a contest. She has cleared 1,000 career points and has signed with 
Division II Biola (Calif.). She scored a school record 52 points in the 78-56 sub-state championship win against Anderson County. 
Osawatomie lost to AC, 61-60, on Dec. 17 and won, 88-71, on Feb. 22. In the sub-state semifinals, Osawatomie beat Perry-
Lecompton, 92-56, and set the school mark for points in a game, per the Miami County Republic. Simmons had 44 points in the sub-
state semifinals. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photos:  Jean Nance 



Cheney outlasts Halstead in two overtimes 

for State Semifinal berth 

By Matt Henderson 
Published: Mar. 9, 2021 at 12:55 AM CST 
 
CHENEY, Kan. (Catch it Kansas) -Thirty-two minutes were not enough for Cheney and 

Halstead to decide who would advance to the Class 3A State Semifinal round. Neither were 36. 

40 minutes, two overtimes later, the Cardinals outlasted Halstead to claim a spot in the Final 

Four. 

“There were times when we thought we were beat, there were times when they thought they 

were beat, and fortunately down the stretch we had some kids that made plays,” said Cheney 

coach Rod Scheer after the 51-50 win. “Whether it be a free throw, a put back, a rebound, 

defensive rebound, whatever it may be, everybody stepped up and got it done.” 

 
State quarterfinals game between Cheney and Halstead at Cheney on Monday, Mar. 8, 2021. (Selena Favela) 

 

With all-state performer Karenna Gerber locked down defensively, Halstead turned to Kalleigh 

O’Brien to lead them for much of the game on both ends. She had double figures in the first half, 

of a low scoring game that was tied going to the locker room. Then Madi McClain made a big 

impact off the bench in the third to help the Dragons build a 33-27 lead through three. But it was 

Cheney that made the big plays in the fourth. 

Kylee Scheer, the senior that averages more than 22 points per game, led the Cheney charge to 

break into that lead. Halstead hit enough free throws to keep the Cardinals at bay before Olivia 

Albers connected for her first bucket at an opportune moment, snatching her own rebound and 

hitting the put-back basket to make it 40-38. with less than 30 seconds to play. Then Lexi Cline 

https://www.catchitkansas.com/authors/matthew.henderson/


forced a turnover on the ensuing in-bound, one that Scheer snagged and took up court where she 

was fouled. Both shots dropped, and neither team could get a solid look to close regulation. 

O’Brien scored 6 more of her team best 22 at the free throw line in the first overtime, that all of 

Halstead’s scoring in the extra period. But a missed foul shot with the score 46-44 opened it up 

for Cheney, and Scheer again drew contact to get back to the line and make two more shots to 

force a second overtime. 

 
State quarterfinals game between Cheney and Halstead at Cheney on Monday, Mar. 8, 2021. (Selena Favela) 
 

In that second period, Halstead took a 50-48 lead to the final seconds, but it was Campbell 

Hague that provided the heroics for the Cardinals. Working the post with Gerber fouled out, 

Hague got an off balance shot off as she was fouled and hit it to tie the game. The free throw 

then put the Cardinals up 51-50 with 18 seconds to go. 

 

Halstead had a great look to go up at the buzzer, but the Dominique Schutte shot spun around the 

rim and didn’t go through, with a second chance look from Hayley Lewis also hitting iron, 

giving Cheney their second win over the Dragons this season. 

Albers and Hague make for two unlikely heroes to lead the Cardinals to victory, especially on a 

night when Scheer puts up 29 points to lead the way. But even beyond the pair of clutch buckets, 

the 6′1 Hague and 5′11 Albers were key in keeping Gerber in check. The likely all-state selection 

was held to just 3 points before fouling out. 

“They battled with her, they got around her, and they had some big rebounds for us and they 

knew what it took to get this win, and they did it for us,” said Kylee Scheer after the win, “I’m 

very proud of them and I hope they keep up that defense, they just knew what they had to do to 

get us that dub.” 

 

 

 



 
State quarterfinals game between Cheney and Halstead at Cheney on Monday, Mar. 8, 2021. (Selena Favela) 
 

Halstead’s season comes to a close in the quarterfinal round, a game shy of reaching the same 

spot as last season, a 20-4 overall mark. 

Cheney (23-0), after seeing their season end abruptly due to the cancellation of the 2020 state 

tourney, will have a chance for redemption after seeing a shot at the state title end due to 

circumstances out of their control one year ago. 

“Honestly, I mean, two years ago we’re in it, last year that happens and so there might be some 

of us--I’ll say me--that still kind of have that taste in our mouth,” said Coach Scheer, “Now 

hopefully, we get to take the next step and get another one” 

In 2019, Cheney finished state runner-up to Royal Valley, another game that went to overtime. 

Cheney’s only state championship came in 2010. 

On Thursday, the Cardinals head to Hutchinson for a matchup with Frontenac (19-3) at 3:00. The 

other Class 3A semifinal match will put Hugoton against Sabetha. 

 

Game Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oM7U3EWsccU 

 



 

 



Cheney runs by Frontenac, earns shot at 

redemption in 3A title game 

By Matt Henderson 

Published: Mar. 11, 2021 at 6:06 PM CST 

 

HUTCHINSON, Kan. (Catch it Kansas) - It’s cliché to call basketball a game of runs. But 

Thursday’s state semifinal contest between Frontenac and Cheney could only be described that 

way. 

In the end, it was the Cardinals that had the final stretch in their favor as they pulled away for a 

62-46 win to advance to Saturday’s state championship game. 

“They did a heck of a job starting out at the beginning of the game, and then obviously us getting 

back into it, our flow of running down the floor, getting some transition baskets,” said Cheney 

coach Rod Scheer. 

The Raiders started out the game with a bang, taking a quick 8-1 lead and forcing a Cardinal 

timeout just 2:02 into the first. The Raiders held onto that lead for the entirety of the quarter, but 

a steal leading to a Brynn McCormick fast-break basket before the buzzer gave Cheney a bit of 

momentum. 

Down two in the second, Cheney’s Kylee Scheer got going after being held to just two first 

quarter points. Her first of three straight made threes gave Cheney the lead, and kicked off an 11-

0 run to build a 26-17 lead. Many of the shots came in transition, Cheney taking advantage of 

defensive looks to take command. 

“They were creating space, and [Scheer] did a great job of reading it. About gave me a heart 

attack when she did that, but it’s one of those that she makes it and you’re thinking ‘great, great 

shot, great decision,’” added Rod. 

The run the Cardinals went on extended to a 20-4 quarter, giving Cheney a 13 point halftime lead 

and a lot of confidence heading to the locker room. 

“Once we started hitting our shots, we got more confident, and we’re playing in a new gym so 

some of our teammates weren’t used to it so just starting to hit our shots got us confident and 

really helped us out,” said Kylee Scheer after the win. 

The Cheney lead extended to as much as 17 in the third, but then the Raiders found took the 

game back over. Their defense kept Cheney from getting easy looks, and the 17 point lead fell 

back to four by the end of the third, from 38-21 to 44-40. 

https://www.catchitkansas.com/authors/matthew.henderson/


But that was as close as things would get in the second half. Cheney got the game back to 10 

after a slow start by both sides to the 4th, and the lead only grew from there from the free throw 

line. 

The win gets Cheney back into the title game, the point where they saw their season come to an 

end two years ago in heartbreak, a 55-52 overtime loss to Royal Valley. 

“It was at the front of our mind last year when we made the final four, then the tournament got 

cancelled, so now we’re back here. Coach just said ‘we made it this far, we might as well go win 

it,’ so that’s what’s on our minds now. We’re locked in and we’re ready to go,” continued Kylee. 

“This group has gotten--you lose a state championship game in overtime, they did a great job of 

getting back here last year. I think that has a lot to do with it, it didn’t end the way we wanted to, 

but we got another opportunity,” said Rod. 

Scheer finished with a game best 23, including 5 makes from behind the arc. McCormick added 

14, and Olivia Albers had 11 rebounds off the bench. The Cardinals forced 17 turnovers for the 

game. Frontenac was paced by Heather Arnett’s 14 and Hattie Pyle’s 10-10 double-double. 

The Cardinals will face the winner of Hugoton and Sabetha for the 3A title, with tip for that 

game set for 2:00pm Saturday at the Hutchinson Sports Arena. 

Game Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRJ7axMNhAI&t=2825s 

 



 

 



Cheney tops Sabetha to take 3A State 

Championship 

By Matt Henderson 

Published: Mar. 13, 2021 at 5:42 PM CST 

 

HUTCHINSON, Kan. (Catch it Kansas) - The last time Cheney reached this point in their 

basketball season, it ended in heartbreak, an overtime loss to Royal Valley. 

“Before the game I was going through pictures of the year we lost,” senior Lexi Cline said, “and 

I kind of used that to fuel me for this game, it pissed me off a little bit.” 

That extra fuel paid off for the Cardinals as they took control of Sabetha early and didn’t look 

back in a 60-54 state championship win Saturday, their second in school history. 

 
Mar 13, 2021; Hutchinson, Kansas, USA; during the 3A State Championship game between Cheney and Sabetha ©KellyRoss(©KellyRoss) 

 

“Not to even know in November if we were gonna get to have a full season, KSHSAA talking 

about cutting our games to 13, to get 25 and to get to this point with these girls and do it for this 

community is the best feeling ever,” said Kylee Scheer after she scored a game high 25 points in 

the Cardinal win, including a perfect 9/9 from the free throw line. 

https://www.catchitkansas.com/authors/matthew.henderson/


Early on the Cardinals were getting everybody involved. They jumped out to a 14-6 second 

quarter lead with four different players hitting threes, and by midway through the second 7 

players had scored. But despite building a 10 point lead, Sabetha didn’t fade away easily. Leah 

Renyer scored all 6 of their first quarter points, then added 6 more in the second when the Jays 

cut it to a 4 point game. 

But Cheney closed the half strong, getting it back to 29-20 as they went to the locker room. 

The lead again creeped down to one possession, getting as close as 39-37 after Renyer added 

three more of her 24, but it would get no closer. Sabetha kept the Cardinals on their toes, but 

Cheney was strong at the free throw line down the stretch and did not allow Sabetha to take a 

second half lead. The Cardinals finished 17 for 23 at the line. 

 

 
Mar 13, 2021; Hutchinson, Kansas, USA; during the 3A State Championship game between Cheney and Sabetha ©KellyRoss(©KellyRoss) 

 

When the current group of Cheney juniors were freshman, a group text was created and titled 

simply “STATE CHAMPS.” Most of the upperclassmen for Cheney also play Volleyball and 

Softball, and they have come close to winning a title in all three sports over the years. This 

basketball season, the bold prediction proved true. 

“We just said that, we said our group chat name came true today,” said Scheer, “we’ve been 

wanting to be state champs ever since that junior class was freshman, we’re like ‘we’re gonna 

get it someday’ and we did. All those girls, even not in the group chat, worked their butts off and 

they deserve this.” 

Scheer’s fellow senior Lexi Cline almost didn’t get this moment. Suffering an injury before the 

season, there was thought she wouldn’t be able to return. But she came back to the court in 

February, and found out before today’s game that she’d be making her first start of the year in 

the championship game. 

“I went from crying because I didn’t think I’d make it back in time, and then I came back and I 

felt stronger than ever,” said Cline, who had a game high 7 assists in the win. 

 



 
Mar 13, 2021; Hutchinson, Kansas, USA; during the 3A State Championship game between Cheney and Sabetha ©KellyRoss(©KellyRoss) 

 

“It’s Lexi, you would have to nail her to the bench for her not to play,” said Scheer. “So to have 

her back, have her come off the bench, have her make her first start tonight, it was really 

special.” 

And in the final game of each of their high school basketball careers, they end up on top of the 

classification. 

“We’ve played with each other since rec ball, and it’s always been a joy. I know she’s gonna get 

on me if I’m slacking, I know we can hold each other accountable, and it’s just been a dream 

playing alongside your best friend, playing the game you love,” added Scheer. 

“This game was huge to us, not only because it was a state championship, but because it was our 

last game, and we talked about it, we’re gonna give it our all,” said Cline. 

As for head coach Rod Scheer, he now has claimed a state championship while coaching both of 

his daughters. 11 years ago, when his eldest Payton was a sophomore the Cardinals won their 

first title in school history. Now on this same day in 2021, he can say the same for his team with 

Kylee. 

 

 



 
Mar 13, 2021; Hutchinson, Kansas, USA; during the 3A State Championship game between Cheney and Sabetha ©KellyRoss(©KellyRoss) 

 

 

“It’s rewarding because I know how hard she worked,” said Rod Scheer, “there’s too many times 

these past four years that I’ve probably been too much of a coach instead of a dad, so now I get 

to be a fulltime dad--bother her that way.” 

 
Mar 13, 2021; Hutchinson, Kansas, USA; during the 3A State Championship game between Cheney and Sabetha ©KellyRoss(©KellyRoss) 

Cheney finishes their year a perfect 25-0 and on top of Class 3A. Sabetha’s year comes to a close 

with a 22-3 mark and state runner-up finish. 

Game Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZ7CauKlu9k&t=1676s 

Copyright 2021 Catch it Kansas. All rights reserved. 

 



 

 



Class 3A 

Cheney lost in overtime in the ’19 final and was a Forever Four team last winter. The Cardinals were ranked No. 1 all 
season in close contested 3A. 

Halstead nearly sunk a buzzer-beater, but the Cardinals held on for a 51-50 double-overtime state quarterfinal win. 
Cheney beat Sabetha, 60-54, in the state championship game. Senior Kylee Scheer delivered 25 points for the 
Cardinals, and senior Lexi Cline finished with seven assists. Cheney won its second crown in school history. 

Scheer and Cline are longtime best friends who completed careers with their first-ever state titles after multiple close 
runs in volleyball, basketball and softball. 

Cline came back from injury down the stretch. In one of the season’s best moments, Cheney coach Rod Scheer 
hugged his daughter, Payton, after the 2010 Cardinal championship, and then got to hug Kylee on Saturday. Payton 
and a much younger Kylie took a photo together in ’10 and replicated it again 11 years later. Sports run big in the 
family as Trent Scheer, the middle sibling and brother, was a 2018 Sports in Kansas 3A POY FInalist for basketball 
and now plays at Baker. Payton is new head volleyball coach at Nickerson starting this fall.  

Kylee is the two-time 3A Player of the Year (this season has not yet been announced) and has signed with Emporia 
State. Scheer was first team all-league. She averaged 22 points, five rebounds and four steals this season and 
racked up 77 points over the 2021 state tournament. Brynn McCormick and Brooklyn Wewe earned second team, 
and Cline honorable mention. McCormick transferred from Scott City to Cheney. Her mom, Sarah, was a Cheney 
standout and served as the Cardinals’ assistant coach. 
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