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Craig Hansen was a football coach and physical education/health teacher in District 279 for 

thirty-five years, until he retired in 2011. After graduating from Bethel University in 1976, he 

began teaching at Osseo Junior High and coaching football at Osseo Senior High. While teaching 

and coaching, he earned his master’s degree from the University of Minnesota. He became 

Osseo’s head football coach in 1992. 
 
In 1995, the district selected Craig as a Maple Grove Senior High core staff member.  He helped 

develop the programming and operations for opening the new school, and he created and led the 

football program from its inception as Maple Grove’s head football coach.  He was the driving 

force behind procuring the new football stadium and strength training facilities for MGSH, as 

well as similar improvements to all District 279 high schools. Throughout his career, he worked 

tirelessly to build premiere programs and facilities to benefit all students and athletes. During his 

football tenure, Craig has been recognized and honored by many individuals and organizations, 

including the following: 

 

• KARE 11 Coach of the Year - 1993, 1998 

• Section Coach of the Year - 1993, 1998, 2001, 2002 

• Conference Coach of the Year - 1998, 2000, 2005 

• MN Vikings - NFL Coach of the Week - 2006 

• MSHSLCA All-Star Football Metro Team Coach - 1994 

• Bethel University - four-year starter, captain, all-conference player, charter member of the 

Football Hall of Fame, 1986 

 
Craig and his wife Cindy have lived in Maple Grove since 1978, and they just celebrated forty 

years of marriage with their children Marie and Kurt and daughter-in-law Erica. In retirement, 

Craig enjoys the outdoors: fishing, hunting, farming, and vacationing in Florida.  He continues to 

enjoy working with and encouraging kids through substitute teaching. 
 
Throughout his entire career, Craig’s most important motivation was to create positive and fun 

experiences for kids. Whether as head football coach, classroom teacher, department operations 

and curriculum leader, or district committee member, Craig’s mantra was to always do what is 

best for every student and player. What mattered most to him were the players and students he 

mentored, the relationships he developed, and the positive atmosphere he instilled in the 

classroom and on the field. Craig loved all the kids, and his joy came from seeing their everyday 

improvements and achievements, as well as their lifelong impact on others. Craig’s players will 

remember the words he spoke to begin each practice: “It’s a great day to be alive, and a beautiful 

day to play football!” 


