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From 2001 to 2004, Ashley (Allen) Chitwood spent three impactful years performing on the 

auditorium stage of Maple Grove Senior High. From musicals and plays, to band and choir, to 

Solo and Ensemble Contests and smaller vocal groups…she simply could not get enough of 

Maple Grove’s outstanding Fine Arts program! Getting to step on stage under the direction of 

dedicated educators, and next to exceptionally talented peers, made each performance so fun and 

rewarding for Ashley. She is incredibly honored to be considered for this recognition, and 

grateful to have attended a high school that so robustly supports the Fine Arts. 

During her high school career Ashley participated in the following Fine Arts activities: 

Musicals: 

• "Into the Woods” (Lead Role – The Witch) 

• "South Pacific" (Lead Role – Nelly) 

• "Grease" (Supporting Role – Marty)  

• “The Music Man” (Dancer & Background Cast) 

Theater: 

• “All My Sons” (Lead Role – Ann) 

• “King Stag” (Lead Role – Angela) 

• “Bolero” (Lead Role – Woman) 

• “Six Characters in Search of an Author” (Supporting Role - Laura) 

• “Degas, C’est Moi” (Supporting Role) 

Band: 

• Trumpet Section Leader (2001-2003) 

• First Chair Trumpet (2001-2003) 



 

 

• Superior Rating at MN State High School League Solo & Ensemble Contest (Brass 

Quintet) (2003) 

Choir: 

• Selected to perform in the Dorian Music Festival at Luther College (2003) 

• “Sweet Keys” Harmony Group (2003) 

• Solo & Ensemble Contestant (2004) 

Homecoming Pepfest: 

• Vocal Performer (2002, 2003) 

 

Ashley went on to attend St. Olaf College, graduating Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of 

Arts in Psychology. She sang in Manitou Choir and played several lead roles in St. Olaf’s one act 

plays and film competitions. She also completed a study abroad program in eight countries over 

the course of five months. This amazing journey ignited her passion for international travel, 

cross-cultural learning, and poverty alleviation. 

Ashley recently got married and lives in Chaska with her husband, Darrin. She enjoys reading, 

getting outside, traveling, connecting with friends, family, and her Bible Study Fellowship 

group, and volunteering on weekends with her husband at Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly. 

Ashley currently works as an advisor for the TRIO Upward Bound program at Anoka-Ramsey 

Community College. In this position, she helps first-generation, modest-income high school 

students at Osseo and Park Center gain equal access to college. Recalling the impact that 

performing arts had on her own personal development, Ashley helped to establish Anoka-

Ramsey Upward Bound’s annual Talent & Multicultural Fashion Show. She enjoys supporting, 

cheerleading, and watching her students grow. 

A special thanks to the following individuals: Matthew Caron, Doree Du Toit, Eric Bitterman, 

Jon Grega, Gregg Goldenstein, and Conn McCartan. And a VERY special thanks to Ashley’s 

parents, who continue to be her #1 supporters. They’ve never missed a show—and continue to 

show up. 

 


