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Tomorrow morning our community 
celebrates a new school building with a 
groundbreaking ceremony. In one form 
or another, plans for this structure have 
been in the works for nearly two decades. 
A variety of people have prepared this cer-
emony, and many more have encouraged 
others in the construction and promise 
of a new South Christian High School off 
Kalamazoo Avenue. The idea of turning up 
soil to mark the beginning of something 
new isn’t very new at all. Nearly every 
culture has engaged in these types of 
ceremonies.

While communities around the world 
plan events to mark the act of starting 
something, for Christians, this type of 
commemoration becomes even more 
poignant. Breaking the earth reminds us 
of the Genesis creation story when man 
became a living being from the dust of 
the ground and God’s breath. Later in the 
same chapter, God places Adam in the 
Garden of Eden to “work and take care” 
of the earth. The earth imagery contin-
ues throughout the Old Testament. The 
Israelites are commanded in Exodus 34, 
“Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil 

to the house of the Lord your God” (36). In 
a groundbreaking ceremony, we also offer 
this new school to God. In Deuteronomy 
7:13, God’s people are also told, “He will 
love you and bless you and increase your 
numbers...in the land that he swore to 
your forefathers to give you.”  While 
these promises were initially given to the 
Israelites, today we can claim them as well.

Biblical images describing soil would 
have resonated deeply with our school’s 
founders, many who were rural people 
intimately familiar with the land. My 
mother-in-law was in one of the first 
classes to graduate from South Christian. 
Her parents, muck farmers from Moline, 
were overjoyed at the prospect of sending 
their younger four children to South when 
the oldest previously needed to travel 
much farther to attend a Christian high 
school. Her parents were not alone.

Long before the establishment of South 
Christian, God knew about the cultivation 
of a new school in 2017. We’ve witnessed 
His love and blessing in the gift of this 
location and its construction. The dirt is a 
reminder of our creation and our calling, 
but it’s also symbolic of God’s work in 
and through us like farming equipment 
through soil. Plowing takes hard work, 
and it sometimes hurts. In spite of its 

drawbacks, this preparation is required for 
optimal growth.    

 Former and current farm land surrounds 
the new school’s site, serving as a remind-
er of our community’s origins. Like build-
ing on a firm foundation, soil is plowed 
to give seeds the best chance of growing. 
Plowing makes it easier to plant, it aids 
drainage, and makes oxygen available for 
plant roots. Stirring up the land prepares 
it for what’s to come. Perhaps that’s why 
we mark these occasions by breaking up 
the ground. As we celebrate tomorrow, we 
also look back on those who have prepared 
South’s foundation with their prayers, 
their gifts, and their faith. Tomorrow’s 
ceremony is also an opportunity to look 
forward. Like the significance of spring for 
those who plant, our community eagerly 
anticipates a wonderful crop of innovation 
and discipleship in this new location. We 
welcome the groundbreaking opportu-
nities this new building will afford. But 
above all, this service roots our focus on 
God who has made all of this possible. In 
those first shovels full of dirt, we claim and 
dedicate, “the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23).      

Rachel Westra, English Teacher

HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT

Throughout this issue of HiLites you will see references to the earth, dirt, or ground; so many so, 
that this arose as the theme. This is appropriate as throughout the Bible, God talks about the 
importance of holy ground and the places that holy people live. Each week of the school year 
current parents receive a devotional email written by a staff member or student. Reflecting on 
the articles in this issue the faith reflection by English teacher Rachel Westra came to mind.  
This was published on the eve of groundbreaking on the new school and is a perfect summary of 
the themes weaving though this issue.  – Jim Peterson, Head of School

BREAKING THE 
EARTH

WWW.SCHS.ORG 3

2017 Summer Hilites.indd   3 8/7/17   11:04 PM



SCHS ACADEMIC LEADERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
OUR ACADEMIC LEADERS! 

BRYCE REYNOLDS

Bryce is the son of Mike Reynolds and 
Tracie Reynolds. While at South, Bryce 
was busy! He was part of musicals and 
plays, Student Council, Madrigals, foot-
ball, and track and field. Bryce’s favorite 
activities were football and track, because 
it was so much fun practicing, playing, 
and messing around with teammates and 
coaches. Bryce enjoys pushing himself 
physically...competing and winning is fun 
too. Bryce’s favorite high school memory 
is the three performance days of Robin 
Hood his junior year. Bryce likes to read, 
mountain bike, play basketball and hang 
out with friends and family. Bryce plans 
to attend Calvin College. At this time he 
hasn’t chosen a major.

JAMES NYKAMP 

James is the son of Doug Nykamp and 
Jany Admiraal-Nykamp. James’ time at 
South Christian was filled with a variety 
of activities. He was involved with musi-
cals and plays. He ran cross country and 
track. James was also part of Connections 
and Campaigners. His favorite high 
school memories revolve around the 
track and cross country teams. He said 
the people were great and it was always a 
good time. His sophomore year the cross 
country team made it to the state finals. 
That memory, and the people on that 
team, will always be a highlight for him. 
In his free time James likes to play sports 
with friends and family. James will attend 
the University of Michigan. He plans to 
major in Engineering.

CLASS OF 2017  
VALEDICTORIANS 

Class of 2017 Academic Top Ten

Front row, L to R: James Nykamp,  
Jillian Postma, Annika VanRyn,  
Katie Walstra, Luke DeVries

Back row: Alec Walstra,  
Ben Brouwer, Jonathan DeBruin,  
Bryce Reynolds, Alex Porter,  
Femke Veldhuijzen

Bryce Reynolds

James Nykamp
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CLASS OF 2017

Class of 2017 Class Verse:

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified.  
Do not be discouraged,  for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9

Seniors celebrate their last day of school with the tradition of paper tossing.
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STUDENT LIFE

CARING
For the Land

Last spring I took the Environmental 
Science class fishing at the Sports Park. 
(We study Great Lakes Native Fish Species 
and Great Lakes Ecology.)  There is only 
one spot on the pond behind the soccer 
fields where a person can stand on dry 
land to fish so the kids wore muck boots 

and waders. We caught seven bass and 
three sunfish!

The students mentioned we should take 
a day to clear brush and make more ac-
cessible fishing spots. I told them that our 
class would not be going back there to fish 
again, but they still wanted to do it, saying  

it would at least benefit future classes. 
So we scheduled a clean-up day and the 
students brought saws, cutters, and clip-
pers and got to work. The students did 
an amazing job and the best part...it was 
their idea. 

Shari Cashen, Science Teacher
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At the Sports Park in the northwest 
corner, excess rainwater was flooding the 
cross country trail and the mud was pre-
venting plants from growing. My fifth and 
seventh hour Biology students planted a 
rain garden to solve these problems. The 
rain garden project was a great learning 
experience as we planned and built it, and 
the work became more meaningful as we 
learned about the importance of collect-
ing excess rainwater before it enters river 
ecosystems.

Students took the initiative to transform 
the space from a muddy mess to a beauti-
ful garden. In only two class periods 
with both classes, the students created a 
rock wall, laid down mulch, and planted 
over 400 native plants in this large area. 
Not only was the area transformed, but 
the students’ understanding of the local 
watershed changed as well. Students were 
able to learn about and discuss their local 
watershed and its problems, and think 
about ways to fix those. I hope this trans-
formation continues, both as the plants 

grow bigger and start to attract native 
butterflies, insects, and birds, and also as 
the students continue to learn about their 
part in the local ecosystem.

Micah Warners, Interim Science Teacher
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“IT’S WHAT YOU DO, BUT  
IT’S NOT WHO YOU ARE.”
As we approach another school year, I 
think it is important that we continue to 
refine ourselves as administrators, staff 
members, and coaches when it comes to 
educational athletics.  

Currently in our culture, we spend too 
much time focusing on achievement and 
self-promotion. In a time when social 
media dominates many aspects of our 
lives, our athletic experiences are headed 
down a path of what someone can put 
on Twitter, or how many likes someone 
can get on Facebook. Our false identity 
becomes something that we obsess over. 
In some ways, we allow it to become who 
we think we are.

But if we continue to peel back the layers 
of truth, we are always reminded that 
God’s view of us is never tied to our win-
loss record, what our batting average is, or 
where we finish in the race. His love and 
faithfulness to us is there. It always has 
been and it always will be. We just need to 
remove our masks and see what He sees.

Recently I read a quote from Baylor 
University’s new head football coach, Matt 
Rhule, that spoke directly to me. You see, 
Coach Rhule was hired at Baylor to take 
over a program that has been marred by a 
sexual assault scandal that included un-
thinkable acts by former players, coaches, 
and administrators. Baylor needed to 
replace these people with a leader who 

possesses courage, conviction, and faith. 
And his quote about purpose versus pas-
sion exemplifies that.

“My purpose in life is not to be a football 
coach. That’s my passion. I love it. My 
purpose in life is to minister to kids; that’s 
what God put me on this earth to do, is 
work with young people. My passion is to 
do it through football. And our kids some-
times think that their purpose is to play 
football. No, it’s their passion. What their 
purpose is, is to be wonderful fathers and 
sons. And people to grow in their walk 
with the Lord.” - Matt Rhule

As I read these thoughts repeatedly, I kept 
saying to myself that I want our student 
athletes to be surrounded by people who 
have this approach to their work. If all of 
their teachers, mentors, and coaches had 
this approach to what they are passion-
ate about, our student athletes would 
continue to be blessed with a reminder of 
their true identity.

SCHS ATHLETICS

In addition, this spring someone whose 
opinion I value greatly shared some scrip-
ture that really helped me shape some 
thoughts on this approach. The apostle 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians about the 
many parts of the body, and how not one 
part can work without the others and how 
if there is division, there is suffering; but 
if all parts are honored, then every part 
rejoices.

As an athletic department, it is our com-
mitment that we will continue to educate 
our coaches to use their passions to help 
all kids in their programs see their true 
identity and value as a child of God. 
Whether they are all-state or if they rarely 
see playing time, we want them to under-
stand that their value does not differ from 
one to the other. If we all take care of each 
other, then we can all rejoice together.

Curt Copeland,  Athletic Director
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DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

On a sunny, windy May morning a crowd 
of 500 gathered for the ceremonial 
groundbreaking at the construction site 
of South Christian’s new high school 
facility. The ceremony began with the 
combined choirs of Byron, Dutton, Legacy, 
Moline, and South Christian raising their 
voices above the wind to sing “Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness.” The song set the tone 
as David Niewiek provided an abbrevi-
ated, yet powerful, historic tour of God’s 
faithfulness to the South Christian High 
School community. 

It was also windy on December 7, 1953 
- the official groundbreaking on the 
original South Christian building on 68th 

GROUND BREAKING 2017
David Niewiek, Groundbreaking Keynote Speaker
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In his closing comments at the ground-
breaking ceremony, David Niewiek 
shared the thrilling news that a few 
families offered up a matching gift of 
$1,000.000! Once again, it was God’s 
perfect timing.

As a member of the Steering 
Committee, David reflected on his 
favorite part of the Building with 
Purpose campaign. “It didn’t mat-
ter whether you gave a gift in the 

BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

hundreds of dollars, in the thousands of 
dollars, hundreds of thousands of dollars 
or millions of dollars.” Nobody gave for 
selfish reasons. “No...you were humble, 
quiet and generous.”

He continued, “So that leads me to believe 
that it wasn’t about you. And if it wasn’t 
about you, and it wasn’t about me, and it 
wasn’t about us, who was it about? That’s 
right…it was about HIM.  And may all of 
the Glory, and all of the Honor, and all of 
the Praise go to our Father in heaven.”

Would you please humbly, quietly 
and generously join us in matching 
the $1 million match opportunity 
before us?

Gifts may be made online at www.
schs.org/giving/ or mailed to South 
Christian in the provided envelope. 
Please contact me with any  
questions or to discuss your gift at 
sdobbs@schs.org or 616-262-7205. 

Sandy Dobbs, Development Director

$1 MILLION MATCH!

Street. The GR Press commented on the 
crowd of 200 who braved the “ripping 
winds” that December day. In both in-
stances it was not a gentle breeze; it was 
a mighty rushing wind. 

This brings to mind Pentecost. In Acts 
2:1-2, 4a (ESV) we read: “When the day of 
Pentecost arrived, they were all together 
in one place.  And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound like a mighty rush-
ing wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting…. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit.” The NIV 
translation states “suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven.”

The early Christians heard the sound 
of wind and were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. At the May groundbreaking we 

physically experienced the wind as well as 
the working of the Holy Spirit. Breaking 
ground on a new high school facility is the 
result of the Spirit’s moving in the hearts 
of many...for years. It was in the 1950s and 
it is again today. 

As the construction progresses, the 
Spirit is evident in big and small ways. 
Companies that normally compete, 
work cohesively. Materials are supplied 
at a reduced rate. And to many who are 
directly involved in the project, this is 
not just another construction job. They 
are delighting in being part of building 
a school where students are equipped to 
live Christ-centered lives and serve him 
to the best of their abilities; it’s a higher 
calling.

Praying the ‘wind’ of the Spirit continues 
to touch every aspect of the new South 
Christian High School facility.

Sandy Dobbs, Development Director
David Niewiek, Groundbreaking Keynote Speaker
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As we pray over the land South Christian 
High School is being built on, it reminds 
me of another time we had the opportu-
nity to pray over land to be used for God’s 
purposes. 

We were in India with John and Atts 
DeVries walking the land where the new 
Hospitality House, or Mission India as 
we call it, was going to be built. Indian 
Christians are very aware of the presence 
of evil in their country and as an Indian 
staff member led us in prayer, he asked 
God to cleanse the land we were standing 
on of any evil. He prayed that any evil that 
had existed there since the beginning of 
creation be driven out so that the land 
would be holy and acceptable to God. As 
we were standing in our prayer circle, 

PRAYING OVER THE LAND
some nearby cows were becoming more 
and more agitated. Their noses began to 
run and they scraped the ground with 
their hooves as if they were going to rush 
our group. Now everyone stood firm, but 
I kept one eye open as the cows came 
closer and closer to our little group. Our 
Indian staff member continued to pray 
louder and more confidently. We learned 
one very important thing in India. When 
Indian Christians pray, they pray believing 
and expecting! Of course, you can guess 
the end of the story...the cows stopped 
their advance and quietly began to graze.  

I use this example of our brothers in 
Christ as a way to pray over our new cam-
pus on Kalamazoo Avenue - believing and 

ALUMNI REFLECTION

May this land  
and building  

also be a pleasing  
offering and  

aroma to God.

expecting. May this land and building also 
be a pleasing offering and aroma to God.

Nan Engen (VanLaar), 1970 Alumni 
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SCRAP METAL DRIVE 
The quote “one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure” is a perfect description 
of what transpires with the annual Scrap 
Metal Drive. Our basements, garages, 
and barns have been emptied of scrap 
metal trash and the Tuition Assistance 
Fund has been filled with treasure. To 
date $10,727.81 has been raised to support 
South Christian families needing tuition 
assistance. Thank you!!!

TUITION  
ASSISTANCE
A heartfelt thank you to the South 
Christian community for your support of 
the Tuition Assistance appeal this spring. 
With your help the needed funds were 
raised to make a Christian education 
possible for many families for the 2017-18 
school year.

Barb Owen
Dan Apol
David Fischer

Ed Jansen
George Springvloed
Geraldine Schans

Howard Veldhouse
Lyn Haverdink
Ted Kass

MEMORIAL GIFTS SPRING 2017

SCHS and South Suburban Middle School choirs sang, Great is Thy Faithfulness 
as a prelude for the groundbreaking.
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He has filled them with skill to 
do every sort of work done by an 

engraver or by a designer or by an 
embroiderer in blue and purple 

and scarlet yarns and fine twined 
linen, or by a weaver—by any sort 

of workman or skilled designer. 
Exodus 35:35

ACTIVE LEARNING
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Students discovering  
new passions, learning new  

skills, and expressing  
themselves artistically 
through the Music and 
Visual Arts Programs. 

SCHS ARTS

Center left: Congratulations to the SCHS Madrigals for receiving a first division rating at the State Choral Festival. 
Top: Symphonic Band and Orchestra spent a weekend touring and playing in Chicago. 

Center Right: Last spring, SCHS Drama presented the musical, Fiddler on the Roof.
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Grandparents Day  
2017

Great is thy faithfulness!

GRAND PARENTS DAY
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Last fall my husband Dave and I took 
a trip to Europe. The day after we left I 
received a note from one of my SCHS 
alumni girlfriends. She shared a Facebook 
Message from two years earlier from a 
Chilean exchange student who came our 
junior year. Ximena had been living in 
Rome for the past 33 years and wanted to 
reconnect with someone from our class. 
While in the Mediterranean, I sent her an 
email and Ximena responded promptly. 
We set a time when we would be in Rome 
to have dinner together. The Saturday 
we arrived in Rome I called Ximena to 
confirm the time and place for dinner that 
night and I told her we were on our way 
to the Colosseum. Coincidently, she was 
also on the way to the Colosseum work-
ing as a tour guide for a client. She said 
maybe we could meet up there but I didn’t 
have high hopes as it was a Saturday with 
thousands of other tourists. Yet when we 
arrived I gave her a call and she asked if 

SHAYNE KINGMA UNDERWOOD, ‘72 
I was standing by the “i.” I said I was and 
she responded, “I see you.” We ran to each 
other and gave each other a big hug and 
cried. Ximena took us with her through 
the Colosseum. Later that evening we had 
dinner and then visited with her daugh-

ter. Ximena brought her SC’s 1972 year-
book with her. In the back of the yearbook 
was almost a one page note to Ximena 
from me! She told me she has dreamed of 
connecting with someone from her time 
in the states and her dream came true 
when we connected in Rome. 

ALUMNI PROFILE

Fast forward to today. We sent Ximena a 
ticket to come and see where she spent 
six months of her life when she was 
16.  She arrived February 27, greeted 
by her South Christian friends. She 
reconnected with her American sister, 
Beth Jammal (Christians, ‘72), as well 
as friends Mary Brink (Dykhouse ‘72), 
Cheryl Vandenberg (VanSolkema, ‘72), 
and Glenda Kerstetter (Morren, ‘72). We 
spent ten days touring South Christian, 
Frederick Meijer Gardens, Tunnel 
Park, and Holland State Park, as well as 
celebrating her birthday with a surprise 
party before she headed back to Italy.

We were so blessed to be part of this 46 
years in the making reunion that could 
only have been orchestrated by God. To 
Him be the Glory!!

Shayne Kingma Underwood, 1972 Alumni 

“ We were so blessed to be part 

of this 46 years in the making 

reunion that could only have 

been orchestrated by God. To 

Him be the Glory!!.”
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ALUMNI PROFILE

For almost the entire time we’ve known 
each other, Latin America has been on 
our hearts. We met at Calvin College and 
were married shortly after graduation in 
2004. Since the 7th grade Renee knew 
that she wanted to serve medically in the 
developing world and during college and 
dating that vision and passion became 
collectively ours. Wanting to go with 
specific skills sets, Renee received her 

SETH MCLAUGHLIN, ‘99
training as a Physician Assistant at Emory 
University and later worked for six years 
in Cardiothoracic surgery, while I received 
a Masters of Divinity from Reformed 
Theological Seminary Atlanta and served 

as an assistant pastor in a church in down-
town Atlanta for several years. Then, in 
2013, after nearly a decade of school, work 
experiences, prayer, and training, we 
moved to Central America.   

In La Ceiba, Honduras, we work with a 
MTW team that is half U.S. missionar-
ies and half Honduran. Renee regularly 
sees patients in our clinics alongside our 
Honduran staff serving the poorest of the 
poor in La Ceiba while also working as 
administrative and fundraising director 
for medical operations. I’m privileged to 
serve as the director of the La Ceiba Bible 
Institute, which trains and equips local 
pastors and church leaders. The Institute 
also houses a resource center that 
provides access to much needed books 
and curriculums. Currently, a significant 
portion of our work is now focused on 
equipping our Honduran partners to be 
directors as we move our projects toward 
long-term sustainability.  

In both of our lives, Christian education 
laid a foundation of service and generos-
ity that extends to today. A rootedness 
in Christ’s global vision for His Kingdom 
and the support found in our educational 
experiences were important aspects in 
shaping our calling to Honduras.  

 To follow our work in Honduras you can 
visit  www.mclaughlinhonduras.com or 
www.mtwlaceiba.org.  

 Seth McLaughlin, 1999 Alumni

“ In both of our lives, 

Christian education laid a 

foundation of service and 

generosity that extends to 

today. ”

Seth (class of ’99) and Renee 
McLaughlin and their two boys, Gavin 

(4) and Finn (7 months), are missionaries 
with Mission to the World (MTW)  

in La Ceiba, Honduras. 
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1957

Donald Faber (’57) passed away 5/27/17.

1960

Susie (Grooters, ’60) Heys passed away 
12/18/16.

1963

Donna (VanderVeen, ’63) Boven passed away 
4/18/17.

1973

Rick Noorman (’73) passed away 5/26/17.

1974

Dale Oosterbaan (’74) passed away 1/6/17.

1975

Margery (Haan, ’75) Machiela passed away 
4/24/17. 

1977

Michael VanOyen (’77) passed away 3/20/17.

1985

Randy Gabrielse (’85) passed away 4/15/17.

1986

Tom Veurink (‘86) passed away 7/26/17. 
 
 
 
 

1988

Christopher Norman (’88) passed away 
3/26/17.

1998

Reid William (2nd) was born 5/3/17 to Tami 
(Schans, ’98) and John Lake.

1999

Grace Annorah (4th) was born 11/7/13 to Sara 
(Benting, ’99) and Luke Winstrom.

2003

Nolan James (3rd) and Colton Reid (4th) 
(identical twins) were born 10/31/16 to Matt 
(‘03) and Ashley (Vandermeer, ‘04) Kramer.

2004

Nolan James (3rd) and Colton Reid (4th) 
(identical twins) were born 10/31/16 to Ashley 
(Vandermeer, ‘04) and Matt (‘03) Kramer.

2008

Holli-Noelle Lemke (‘08) and  
Jeffrey Dueck were married 3/11/17.

2012

Onue Kim (1st) was born 7/26/16 to Yeojun 
Choi (’12).  Yeojun is currently living in South 
Korea and was married in 2015.

2014

Tara Oskam (’14) passed away 3/11/17. 

CLASS REUNIONS 

Class of 1996 

Saturday, August 26, 2017, 7 - 9PM 

Clique Lanes in Grand Rapids

Come and celebrate 21 years since graduat-
ing from South! Reconnect with old friends 
while showing off your crazy bowling skills at 
Clique Lanes in Grand Rapids! The cost is $10 
per person. This amazing low price includes 
shoe rental, unlimited bowling and all the 
tasty snacks you can eat. We hope to see you 
there!

Contact: Natasha Witte  natasha.witte@
gmail.com  or Missy (Knoll) Haverdink me-
haver@yahoo.com

Class of 1967 

Saturday, September 16, 2017, punch bowl at 
5PM, dinner at 6PM

SCHS Media Center

You’re invited to celebrate with all the 
familiar faces that you have missed over the 
last 50 years. Come and join us as we renew 
friendships, reminisce about days gone by, 
and share in life experiences both past and 
present.

Contact:  
Sharon (Douma) Vos  
vosma@sbcglobal.net  
or Vern Groenendyk   
vgroenendyk@wscsgr.org

ALUMNI BEACON UPDATE

Updates and News:   Please update your contact information and tell us about  noteworthy things you are up to. We’d love to share your  
news in the next issue of the HiLites. Online: www.schs.org/alumni or Email: alumni@schs.org
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