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Welcome to this edition of HiLites. 
There is much excitement in the South 
Christian community about our current 
school year and our future. In this issue 
you will read an article about Teaching 
for Transformation (TfT), a remarkable 
educational experience that is enhancing 
the faith integration skills each of our 
teachers uses to make this a distinctively 
Christian school. At the beginning of this 
study teachers are asked to grapple with 
what their deep hope is for their students. 
You will see a connection between all 
of the articles that they each express 
a community member’s deep hope for 
their work in our school.

Some hope that students will increase 
their capacity to see the world, study 
it, and think about the implications 
of our actions. You will read about how 
our coaches and athletic department 
are meeting the mission of the school 
with their own hopes and dreams for 
student-athletes. You will hear speci� cally 
about how TfT is changing one teacher’s 
classroom and engaging students in 
deeper ways already. Finally, you will also 
read about how one graduate is giving 
back to the community because of the 
grace given him. He has a deep hope that 
Christian school students will have a great 
school here for generations to come.

DEEP HOPE

As a part of the process of integrating the 
TfT framework I was challenged myself 
to express my deep hope for my work 
here at South Christian, within the 
context of our mission of equipping 
students to live Christ-centered lives 
and serve God to their greatest potential. 
My deep hope is that the culture of South 
Christian will incubate learning for the 
� ourishing of students, teachers and 
coaches, our community, and all of God’s 
world. I am excited to play a small role in 
this community that develops and honors 
the many di� erent talents we are given 
to build God’s Kingdom. Thank you for 
contributing your talents as well so we 
can all � ourish together. 

 Jim Peterson, Head of School

HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT
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SCHS ACADEMICS

“Therefore each of you must put o�  
falsehood and speak truthfully to his 
neighbor, for we are all members of one 
body. ‘In your anger do not sin:’ Do not 
let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 
He who has been stealing must steal no 
longer, but must work, doing something 
useful with his own hands, that he may 
have something to share with those in need. 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out 
of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may bene� t 
those who listen.”     Ephesians 4:25-29

In US History this fall, students have been 
challenged to think critically about why 
we study history. I think it’s important 
for us to identify a clear response to this 
answer because we are Christians. This 
fact separates our academic motivation 
from non-believers studying history. We 
have a fundamental understanding that 
“the earth is the Lord’s and everything in 
it, the world and all who live in it,” as one 
of David’s psalms makes blatantly clear. 
It also establishes some clarity for our 
responsibility as Christians to study the 
world. If we believe the world is His, we 

FAITH REFLECTION

should probably try and understand 
the earth’s story.

As we dive into studying the Revolution 
that created these United States, or the 
many global con� icts of the twentieth 
century, or the establishment of politi-
cal parties and philosophies, it all must 
be learned in the context of God’s story. 
This is vastly di� erent from the mindsets 
held by some of my professors at the 
University of Michigan. Many were not 
men or women of faith. I’m not entirely 
sure what their deeper meaning for
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Bob DeWeerd, English Teacher

Don Wubben, Technology, Family/Consumer Sciences, and Business Teacher

WELCOME NEW STAFF

Jordan Barrett
Religion Teacher

Reba Ezell
English Teacher (PT)

Kelsie Schweir
Math Teacher

Ashleigh VandeKopple
 Art Teacher (PT)

Sally Brown
Inclusive Education Teacher

Mark Podbregar
Custodian (PT)

20 YEARS OF 
FAITHFUL SERVICE

learning history was. Was it to just know 
an immense amount of facts? Was it to 
develop a knowledge base to write books? 
Was it to earn that next higher degree? 
We, as Christians, can enjoy learning 
facts, gaining knowledge, and maybe 
even writing a book someday; however, 
all of our knowledge comes with an 
understanding that these things we 
learn are a part of God’s story.

As Christians, we are all one community 
that shares a common faith in Christ. 
As the verse from Ephesians tells us, we 

must put o�  falsehoods, speak truth, and 
work at building others up according to 
their needs. In order to do this, a sound 
understanding of the history of God’s 
world is important. If we are to use our 
hands to build people up, we should get 
to know these people. We should know 
their histories and their struggles so 
that we may ful� ll their needs. Too many 
in the United States, even some within 
our Christian communities, have chosen 
a path of blame, division, and anger 
instead. Much of this is supported by a 
misunderstanding or a lack of knowledge 

of God’s world. Likewise, instead of 
uniting in His story, the other pathway 
will often lead to unwholesome talk 
and give the devil a foothold.

History, when told honestly through a 
Christ-centered lens, can allow us to shed 
our anger and build each other up. This 
mission is what we love about teaching 
and learning at South Christian.

John Hendrikse, Social Studies Teacher

STAFF UPDATES

Ashleigh VandeKopple

WWW.SCHS.ORG 5



On December 1, Kate Avila’s Spanish 
class had a di� erent classroom 
experience. The Spanish class hosted 
community members to share a meal 
and conversation. Nearly 60 Spanish 
speaking participants arrived at 
South Christian to enjoy authentic 
Mexican food, which the students 
had prepared. The purpose was 
twofold: creating an experience 
for students to practice speaking 
in Spanish and, more profoundly, 
creating a community of inclusion 
for all people. As ambassadors of 
Christ, the students built a bridge by 
extending a warm welcome to enjoy 
delicious food and meaningful fellowship.   

SPANISH
COMMUNITY

NIGHT

SCHS ACADEMICS
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Do you know what it is like to teach 
adolescents? It is like magic; no,
holy ground! Words cannot adequately 
describe when students invest deeply 
in the subject matter, when they are 
so passionate they have stars coming 
out of their eyes as they speak to  you 
about it. This is what I have experi-
enced this semester with students in 
various activities, some Teaching for 
Transformation (TfT) related, and 
some not. The following experience 
was a TfT one.

My students and I walked down 68th 
Street on a beautiful fall day from the 
front doors of South Christian to the 
now-condemned Pine Rest Chapel. 
We carried drawing boards, art room 
stools, charcoal pencils, and paper. 
Upon reaching our site, we had a quick 
introduction to the history of the Chapel 
before an equally quick reminder about 
drawing, sighting angles in architecture, 
and how to check proportions. Students 
settled into their work by setting their 
seats at di� erent vantage points around 
the Chapel and sketching their idea of 

what they wished to capture, either a 
close-up view of the building or a distant 
view that portrayed the entire dilapidated 
building. Our 90-minute block schedule 
allowed students the time to achieve 
a lovely likeness of the building. With 
a second visit a week later, plus some 
� nishing touches in our art room studio 
space, stunning images were created 
that represent the beauty of a building 
that may soon be lost forever.

According to Reverend Randy Meyers, 
a Sta�  Chaplain at Pine Rest, the historic 
Chapel is in a state of disrepair and has 
been condemned for some time now. 
It was built in 1928 by the Ladies Aid 
Society and was used for both worship 
and weddings. My students responded 
to this lesson with sensitively written 
artist’s statements. Senior Mariel 
Bruxvoort stated, “While drawing the 
Chapel, I was thinking about the age 
and timelessness of the building. It shows 
little to no upkeep, but there is a sort 
of natural and rugged beauty to it. The 
weeds growing up around the base, and 
the vines crawling over the bell tower are 

striking.” Jenna Gronsman, also a senior, 
commented, “While I was taking photos,
I was really curious as to what went 
so wrong that the Chapel had to be 
condemned. I was also wondering how 
one of the leading Christian mental health 
facilities in the country just decided to let 
the building decay.” On our return walk, 
senior Josiah Smith remarked, “What 
if we could let the public know that this 
doesn’t have to be a waste? What if we 
could remind people of the beauty of 
what is here? I see potential! As it is right 
now, it is aesthetically beautiful, but has 
no beauty functionally; if it was restored, 
then the building itself could serve Pine 
Rest and its community in a beautiful way.”

The beauty of teaching in a Christian 
school is that students are receptive to 
thinking about renewal and reclaiming 
our world for Christ. They are dedicated 
to seeking truth and living it out. Whether 
it is about God-worshipping, beauty 
creating, building community, or 
re� ecting the image of God, I see each 
of these in my students and rejoice in it.
Roberta VanHaitsma, Art Teacher

AN ICON OF THE 
COMMUNITY, 
TRANSFORMATION 
FOR THE ARTS
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SCHS ARTS

LITTLE 
WOMEN

In November, South Christian Drama presented three compelling performances of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott.
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FEBRUARY
5 Choir Soup Supper 5:15 p.m.
5-9 Winterfest Week
9 Homecoming Game 6:00 p.m.
22 Band and Orchestra Concert 7:30 p.m.
24 Sports Boosters Auction

MARCH
15-17 Musical/The Sound of Music

APRIL
20-21 Scrap Metal Drive
23-27 Senior Art Show
30 Band and Orchestra Concert 7:30 p.m.

MAY
1 Senior Art Show Open House/Jazz Band
1-4 Senior Art Show
2 Society Meeting 7:00 p.m.
4 Senior Saints/Grandparents Day
11 Student Directed Plays
17 Choir Concert @ 1st Byron CRC 7:30 p.m.
23 Graduation @ KCC 7:30 p.m.

JUNE
18 Rod VanDyke Memorial Golf Outing @ Railside

SCHS CALENDAR 

IMPORTANT EVENTS
HOMECOMING
Homecoming Game on Friday, February 9, @ 6:00 p.m.
The Final Countdown! This is the last Homecoming in the 
current building before our move next winter to Kalamazoo Avenue. 
Alumni, go down memory lane by walking the SCHS halls and 
watching alumni play an exciting exhibition game between the 
varsity basketball games. 

SCRAP METAL DRIVE
Friday-Saturday, April 20-21
Please save your scrap metal (steel, aluminum, copper, brass, etc.), 
old cars, worn-out farm equipment, tired appliances, used car and 
equipment batteries, etc. The drive takes place in the SCHS parking 
lot. Proceeds will bene� t Tuition Assistance.
If you would like to help or have any questions, please call 
Dean Doornbos at 299-6970 or Sandy Dobbs at 455-3210 ( x110).

SCHS SOCIETY MEETING
Wednesday, May 2, @ 7:00 p.m.
You are invited to re� ect on God’s goodness this past year and hear 
updates on the Building with Purpose campaign as we look to the future.
Please join us to vote for new Board members and the proposed 
budget for 2018-2019. You may visit our website (www.schs.org) 
to review the nominees and � nancials.
We look forward to seeing you!

In November, South Christian Drama presented three compelling performances of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott.
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In the last issue of the SCHS Hilites, I 
shared the vision of the deep hope we 
have for student-athletes in terms of their 
identity as children of God. As we progress 
into another sports season, it is important  
for me as an Athletic Director and a coach 
to re� ect on what we have accomplished, 
what mistakes we have made, and how we 
can improve student-athlete experiences.

In order to continue to help our student-
athletes understand their identity is not 
de� ned by the activity they participate 
in, we as mentors need to constantly 
establish, pursue, and reevaluate 
individual, team, and program goals. 
Many times we can get caught up with 
anxiety and anticipation for the next 
big match, game, or tournament on the 
schedule. As coaches, we want our teams 
to prepare and practice e  ̧  ciently so 
they can perform at their best. Most 
importantly, keeping the right perspective 
after the contest is key. Whether a golfer 
missed a few easy putts, or a wide receiver 
dropped an easy touchdown, a coach 
must shift from rushing to be critical and 
negative to helping the child learn and 
grow from the “failure.” It’s also true for 
the runner who � nishes with a PR, or a 
goalie who comes up with some timely 
saves to preserve a shutout. The coach 
who can help keep the “success” in 
perspective is the coach who can have 
the most impact.

In addition, one of the most important 
things we can do as coaches is understand 
that we are far from perfect, and we can 

make critical mistakes and must take 
responsibility for them. In a position 
of authority, there is an inherent nature 
to be the teacher and disciplinarian, but 
there also needs to be the approach of the 
protector and the guardian. The current 
culture of educational athletics is so 
focused on winning and self-absorption 
that there is immense pressure to keep 
up with a certain level of competition. 
As coaches, we need to continually 
understand and provide perspective 
for our programs, teams, and student-
athletes. So when we make mistakes, 
both big and small, we need to take 
responsibility for them, and in some cases 
ask for forgiveness, and be diligent in 
preventing them from happening in the 
future. In 2 Corinthians 12:9 Paul writes, 
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is su  ̧  cient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me.” And in the 
case of the student-athlete, we can’t allow 
ourselves to be de� ned as a sports coach, 
but rather as a child of God who uses their 
passion, strengths, and most importantly 
their weaknesses to have a life-changing 
impact on a student-athlete. Freshman 
to varsity, head coach to volunteer, we 
can all be a great “coach.”

Equipping students to live Christ-centered 
lives and to serve God to their greatest 
potential is still our mission, and is simple 
enough for us (coaches, student-athletes, 
sta� , parents, community) to pursue. The 

SCHS ATHLETICS

challenge for us all is identifying what role 
we play in that process, and how we can 
assist in the development and growth of 
young people.

Curt Copeland, Athletic Director

“IT’S WHAT YOU DO,
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BUT IT’S NOT WHO YOU ARE.” PART 2
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 This is a powerful reminder that we need 
to praise God at every stage of building 
our new high school. The foundations 
are laid and the walls continue to go up. 
Praise the Lord! 

Tears form in my eyes when re� ecting 
on all that God has done over the past 
two years. The initial generous gift, the 
dynamic team of people assembled for 
the project, the � nancial support of the 
SCHS community, and the competing 
contractors working side-by-side on the 
building are just a few that come to mind. 
And now we are excited to share we 
have a signed buy sell agreement for our 
current facility. This is a major step in 
selling the building. The agreement is 
with Compass College of Cinematic Arts, 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

a Christian media production college, 
who has permitted us to publicly name 
them as the buyer. Please pray the sale 
comes to fruition as Compass College 
now has 120 days to conduct their due 
diligence. Praise God for all He has done 
and continues to do!

Two key components have positioned 
us well for wrapping up the needed fund-
raising by the end of 2018 - the signed buy 
sell agreement for the 68th Street build-
ing and meeting the $1 million match.

Let’s continue to praise and thank God as 
the work on the new building progresses.

With grateful heart,
Sandy Dobbs, Development Director 

Tailgate & Tour
One of the design principles 
for the new high school is 
“community building.” What 
a great time everyone had as 
a community at the Tailgate 
and Tour event, learning how 
this design principle is being 
incorporated into the building. 
Approximately 250 people 
enjoyed delicious tailgate type 
food, took a tour, and signed 
a steel beam that will be part 
of the structure.

“And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.”

Ezra 3:11b
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BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

2017 FOUNDATION MEMBERS

MEMORIAL GIFTS FALL 2017
Joel Boomsma  •  Carl Meekhof  •  Jayne VanderMaas

FINANCIAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR 2016–17 
South Christian � nished the 2016–2017 � scal year slightly ahead 
of plan and remains � nancially strong. School administration 
and the Board take the responsibility of managing the � nances 
of the school very seriously considering that tuition generates 
95% of the school’s revenue and additionally recognizing the 
many sacri� ces so many families make to meet these tuition 
obligations. The actual cost to educate each child at South 
Christian was $10,300 for this � scal year compared to $9,835 
in the prior year. As  South Christian prepares to open a new 
school building, long-range � nancial stability at the most 
a� ordable tuition rates remains a goal. Thank you to everyone 
for making South Christian so strong.

The Sall family signing the new building’s steel beam.

John ’71 and June ’75 Atsma

Marlin ’59 and Rina Baker

Ken and Joyce Ball

Ronald and Gretta ’64 Barbrick

Fred and Donna Bergsma

Bob and Cheryl Bergy

Grover and Ruby Blair

Dorothy Bonnema

William and Beatrice ’59 Boorsma 

Greg and Julie Bootsma

Allen ’67 and Sandy ’68 Bosma

Charles and Donna Bosscher

Ron and Faith ’63 Bosserman

Curt ’82 and Amy Brink

Phil and Stephanie Broekhuizen

Ren and Elsa Broekhuizen

Dale ’61 and Sharon ’61 Brower

David ’69 and Kathleen ’72 Brummel

Patricia Bryce

Terry ’65 and Linda Buit

Marilyn Burman

Chris and Sally Clark

Fred and Kathy Cook

Tom and Elsie Corwin

Craig and Cathy Courts

Stan ’57 and Joanne ’58 DeHaan

Marv ’71 and Ronda DeHaan

Larry and Cheryl DeHaan

Dan and Carla ’81 Dekker

Dave and Margo DeKock

Leon and Shirley DeLange

Scott ’84 and Deb ’85 DenHartigh

Sandy ’74 Dobbs

Daryl ’84 and Ruth Dykhouse

Robert ’69 and Patricia ’71 Dykhouse

Nettie Dykhouse

Ron ’61 and Lois ’60 Dykstra

Peter and Mary Edema

Dave ’61 and Rita Engels

H. Douglas ’71 and Roxanne Harkema

Kurt and Kathy ’76 Heidmann

Ron and Cheryl Helmus

John Hoebeke

John and Pat Huizinga

Thomas and Wilhelmina Jelsema

Trudy Kamminga

Harvey and Karen Kruithof

Ronald ’79 and Barb ’79 Kuipers

Vern and Sally Kuipers

Terissa Leenstra

Bill ’76 and Rochelle ’76 Lettinga

Mike and Sherri ’79 Lind

Steve and Carol Meyer

Roger ’57 and Faith Miedema

Art and Wilma Miedema

Dale ’57 and Vera Miedema

Jay and Kathleen Morren

Dennis ’70 and Joan Nieuwkoop

David ’86 and Wendy Niewiek

Jack and Linda Northouse

Orville and Alice Pasma

Raymond and Ruth Peuler

Kurt ’84 and Lisa Poll

Bob ’64 and Elaine ’65 Post

Edward ’67 and Lori Pylman

Ruth Ringnalda

Dick and Lois Ritzema

David ’82 and Jodi ’87 Scheltema

Ernie and Millie Scheltema

Ken and Deb Scholma

Ron ’73 and Mary ’74 Schrotenboer

Dave and Donna Sinnema

Dave and Deb Smies

Robert ’69 and Karen Speyer

Gordon and Esther Start

Linda ’79 Steenwyk

Timothy ’79 and Connie ’77 Stegink 

Ken and Joyce Sterk

Henry ’70 Sterk

Beatrice TerHaar

Bob ’60 and Marcia Theule

Rob ’82 and Julie Theule

Gordon and Saramae VanderArk

Evert and Linda VanDerHeide

Leo and Wilma VanderHorst

Roger ’73 and Jacquelyn ’69 VanderLaan

Henry and Sandra VanderMaas

Bill and Marcia VanderMeulen

Robert and Joanne VanderPloeg

Mark ’74 and Kay VanderWal

Todd and Lynne ’82 VanderWall

Ken and Glenda Vandoeselaar

Kathleen VanHoven

Steve and Susan VanKooten

John and Kris VanLaan

Mike and Carol VanLaan

Allan and Arlene VanPopering

Glenn ’75 and Julie ’75 VanRyn

Fred and Carol ’70 VanZoest

Charlotte Veenstra

Robert ’58 and Bonnie Velting

Eric ’89 and Karen ’89 Walstra

Ward and Muriel Walters

Duke ’57 and Reatha Warsen

Lee and Dee Wassink

Mark ’90 and Heidi ’90 Wassink

Scott and Rebekah Wierenga

Terry ’70 and Louanne Winkle

Fred ’61 and Betty ’61 Winkle

Jim ’89 and Vickie Zylstra

Ajacs Die Sales Corp

Direct Supply Inc.

Integrity Plumbing

W. A. Lettinga Investment Co.

AMDG Architects Incorporated

United Health Group
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I recently spent time with Bruce and 
Cindy DeBoer, who are both graduates of 
South Christian. During our visit, Bruce 
shared the story of the “Textbooks in the 
dumpster senior prank,” now a 40-year 
old piece of South Christian’s history.

You may have heard snippets of the 
“Textbooks in the dumpster prank.” If you 
are old enough and still cherish your good 
memory, you may even remember some 
of the details. Please know I was blessed 
to hear about how the sta� , law enforce-
ment, school board, and the families 
involved dealt with the wrongdoers. It 
is my hope that you too will be blessed 
as we explore a few details of a plan 
that did not go as intended.

This prank, conceived in the spring of 
1977 by 17 young men, was not a spur 
of the moment event. Gathering text-
books out of lockers, throwing them 
in dumpsters, and not getting caught in 
the act took some heavy duty strategic 
planning. Entering the building on a 
Sunday night was easy. A couple of the 
hefty guys simply leaned against the 
mullion on one of the double doors, 
and they were in the building. They had 
to then go back outside behind the gym 
to get the dumpsters and roll them into 
school. Guys with walkie-talkies were 
assigned to lookout duty on the roof 
and spotters were assigned to halls and 
entry doors. Dumpsters were placed � rst 
in the freshmen hallway with a plan to 
end their work in the senior hallway. 

A NOT-SO SMART PLAN, SURPRISED, LOTS 
OF TENSION, AND A BOATLOAD OF GRACE

Those gathering the books from lockers 
and getting them in the dumpsters were 
agile and quick in their every movement. 
Once full, the dumpsters were moved 
under the stairwell to the second level 
of the gymnasium. It was thought this 
would be an obscure hiding location 
inside the school.

The 17 pranksters left South Christian 
with Sailor pride oozing out of their pores. 
They had pulled it o� . However, they had 
no idea the garbage collectors had a key to 
the school. The garbage collectors showed 
up early on Monday morning, emptied 
the dumpsters, and unknowingly took 
the textbooks to the Sparta land� ll. This 
carefully crafted, somewhat innocent 
prank quickly moved to a serious act 

ALUMNI PROFILE

of vandalism. School on Monday was 
canceled, law enforcement was contacted, 
and the sta�  and board members were on 
a mission to get the culprits who pulled 
this prank.

When Bruce came home that Monday 
morning, his mom greeted him with 
pointed � nger and the words, “Bruce, did 
you have anything to do with the books 
in the dumpsters?” Bruce denied knowing 
anything about it. A tense day and a sleep-
less night followed his mother’s question. 
To this day, Bruce believes his mom knew 
he was guilty.

When Bruce was � rst contacted and 
interviewed by law enforcement, he 
again lied, which lead to another sleep-
less night. Soon though, some good old 
Calvinistic guilt set in, not just for Bruce 
but for the others as well. The gig was 
up! The guilty were identi� ed leaving 17 
young men with heads down, shoulders 
bent low, and diminished Sailor pride.

Tension was high for everyone at 

home and at school. Meetings with law 
enforcement, the board, and parents were 
frequent.  Statements, such as, “Sock it to 
them” or “We were not pure as the driven 
snow when we were young either,” were 
uttered often and with passion. Some 
healing time and utterances of “maybe 
this is the time for us to really put into 
practice the meaning of God’s grace” 
began to take hold. In the end, a gracious 
school board, after much discussion with 

Bruce and Cindy DeBoer
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1965

Harold Er� meyer (’65) passed away 7/9/17.

1973

Dean Brinks (’73) passed away 9/17/17.

1977

Linda VanderMarkt (’77) passed away 11/14/16.

1978

Joel Boomsma (’78) passed away 9/15/17.

1983

Timothy Wustman (’83) passed away 9/29/17. 

1992

Kristen (DeYoung, ’92) Rice works as a full-time 
paramedic with American Medical Response 

in Grand Rapids. Her husband, Kevin, is a police 
o  ̧  cer with the Grand Rapids Police Department.

1998

Michael Dieleman (’98) passed away 9/15/16. 

2000

Micah Robert (3rd) was born 8/18/17 to 
Katie (Brinks, ’00) and Tim MacBrien.

2001

Christopher Buiter (’01) passed away 12/6/17.

2004

Austin Joseph (2nd) was born 5/9/17 to 
Jill (Hendricks, ’04) and Joe Sietsema.

2012

Karly Kapteyn (’12) and Lukas Aukeman were 
married 5/19/17.

Updates and News:

Please update your contact information and tell us 
about  noteworthy things you are up to. We’d love 

to share your news in the next issue of the HiLites. 
Online: www.schs.org/alumni or 

Email: alumni@schs.org

parents and their young sons, contact with law enforcement, and 
consternation and prayer, decided to not formally charge these young 
men. Things stayed a bit dicey for them and there was a lot of careful 
monitoring of their behavior, but the heavy worry was put to the side. 
Each of the guilty young men made restitution by paying $250.

Bruce is now quick to con� rm that the board and sta�  at South Christian 
extended a boatload of grace to them in this di  ̧  cult time. They knew 
they were guilty and that the prank was ill-conceived. But grace not 
only took hold then, but has grown in the lives of these now middle-aged 
men. They have become responsible businessmen, dedicated parents, 
active citizens, hard workers in their churches, and great supporters 
of South Christian. Bruce is quick to say, “Due to this act of grace and 
forgiveness, I am now pursuing a career that serves God and � ts my
God-given talents.”

After spending time with Bruce and Cindy and listening to Bruce share 
details of this “prank gone wrong,” I went home to rake leaves in my yard. 
While raking, I could not help but re� ect on our imperfect nature, our 
� aws, God’s grace, and the gift of God-fearing parents. As Bruce re� ects 
on this incident, it is clear he is not proud of how he � nished his career at 
South Christian. He now realizes the sacri� ces his parents made for him 
to provide a Christ-centered education. As we grow older, we grow more 
thoughtful and thankful for those who have shaped our lives. We stand 
amazed at how God directs our lives. We remind each other that God is 
the great chess player, and He moves us when and where He wants in 
order for us to do His work. Thanks be to God.

One closing thought, as Bruce was telling the story, some emotion 
and remaining guilt came back to the surface. It is true that remaining 
guilt about dumb things we have done does not just � oat down 
the drain in one fell swoop. Guilt for most of us, is relieved by God 
not by the bucketful, but instead with cups and pint jars. Getting rid 
of guilt takes a while. The nice part is, as guilt moves out of us, there is 
more room for peace or shalom to take its place. Again, thanks be to God. 

Glen Walstra, SCHS Storyteller

Class of 1978 40th Class Reunion

August 11, 2018 @ Lakeside Park in Caledonia

More details to follow. Let us know if you are interested 
in attending and update your address to receive 

information. Spread the word! 

Email:  ourclass1978@gmail.com 
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THE FINAL 
COUNTDOWN

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, @ 6:00 P.M.

ALUMNI, JOIN US FOR THE FINAL 

HOMECOMING GAME PLAYED IN  

OUR CURRENT BUILDING. REMINISCE  

AS YOU WALK THE HALLS AND WATCH  

AN ALUMNI EXHIBITION GAME.




