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We have had a remarkable year at South 
Christian High School. God has blessed 
us in so many ways and is pouring into 
our mission of equipping students to 
lead Christ-centered lives and serve God 
to their greatest potential. This issue is 
sprinkled with evidence of the progress 
we are making toward designing and 
building our Kalamazoo Avenue campus. 
While the progress there seems to be fast 
and furious right now, when we look back 
we see more than a decade of new facility 
dreaming. The patience of the commu-
nity reminds me of the text in Galatians 
4:22-23, “For it is written that Abraham 
had two sons, one by a slave woman and 
one by a free woman. But the son of the 
slave was born according to the flesh, 
while the son of the free woman was born 

through promise.” (ESV) Often in life we 
rely on our own judgement and our own 
plans, and forget the one who is truly in 
control. We make strategies we hope will 
be blessed rather than waiting for God to 
deliver greater promises.

A simple example of this is the widen-
ing of Kalamazoo Avenue this summer. 
This was planned by Kent County in 
the normal flow of road improvements. 
This widening was not timed by us, but 
coincides exactly with our needs for the 
road to have a center turn lane and wider 
shoulders. The timing is perfect, and God 
keeps delivering simple, small gifts like 
this as we plan our project. We sometimes 
have wondered over the years why God 
might not have provided for a new school 

PATIENTLY BUILDING 
WITH PURPOSE

earlier, but that is not ours to know. What 
we do know is that our patience is paying 
off in a blessing only God could provide. 

In the alumni profile later in this is-
sue Brian Mast shares while at South 
Christian he was never taught “which 
path in life to choose,” but rather to 
“serve others.” This patience of faithfully 
responding to the Lord’s call each day has 
taken him on quite a path. The patience 
that it required must have been incred-
ible at times. And the places his path has 
taken him are remarkable, blessings sized 
in ways that only God could provide them. 

May we all have the patience to wait 
on the Lord so that he can renew our 
strength. 

 Jim Peterson, Head of School

HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT
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Mr. Jason Douma, Custodian

SCHS ACADEMICS

For almost 25 years, Mrs. Ann DeJong 
warmly welcomed almost every person 
who walked through the doors of our 
front office. Even though many things 
changed throughout her stint as our 
frontman, her character never did. 
Through it all she graciously adapted and 
adjusted: from working for three different 
administrators and with many different 
coworkers to watching the enrollment rise 
and fall and even to incorporating tech-
nology into her position, she remained 
faithful to her task. Her faithfulness 
blessed our students, staff, teachers, and 
parents. 

I always admired how Mrs. DeJong was 
able to speak truth with grace, espe-
cially when the activity at the front desk 
became chaotic. She handled the multiple 

Mr. John Boersma
Inclusive Education Teacher

Mrs. Chris DeWeerd
Inclusive Education Paraprofessional

Mrs. Julie Watson
Inclusive Education Paraprofessional

Mr. Chad Rozema
Music Teacher

demands with dignity. When students 
posed as their parents on the phone, she 
uncovered and presented the truth with 
decency. When people made unreason-
able demands, she responded firmly 
with finesse. She regularly blessed those 
around her with her humor, love, and 
care for them. I know I have been blessed 
by working closely with Mrs. DeJong and 
enjoying the friendship and love of such a 
Christ-follower.

I pray that God will grace Mrs. DeJong with 
many years of good health so she and her 
husband, Pete, may enjoy their retire-
ment, the outdoors, and their children and 
grandchildren. May God continue to bless 
her as she has blessed so many.

George Guichelaar, Principal

RETIREMENT
Mrs. Ann DeJong

STAFF UPDATES

20 YEARS OF FAITHFUL 
SERVICE

Mr. Paul Oosting (SCHS teacher and 
coach) passed away on December 25, 2016

STAFF IN MEMORIAM

1

2

3

4

1 2

3 4

WELCOME NEW STAFF
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MARCH
16-18  Musical.  

Fiddler on the Roof

APRIL
21-22 Scrap Metal Drive
24-28 Senior Art Show
28  Lab Band/Orchestra 

Concert 7:30 p.m.

MAY
1-5 Senior Art Show
3 Society Meeting 7 p.m.
12 Student Directed Plays
18  Ground Breaking  

@ Kalamazoo Avenue 
Campus 9 a.m.

18   Choir Concert @1st 
Byron CRC 7:30 p.m.

24   Graduation @KCC  
7:30 p.m.

JUNE
3   Randy Wolthuis and 

Friends Concert 7 p.m. 
Benefiting the SCHS 
Building Campaign

19  Rod VanDyke Memorial 
Golf Outing at Railside

April 21-22, 2017 

A Scrap Metal Drive is 
planned again for this spring.
Please save your scrap metal 
(steel, aluminum, copper, 
brass, etc.), old cars, worn-
out farm equipment, tired 
appliances, used car and 
equipment batteries, etc. for 
the drive. Proceeds will ben-
efit Tuition Assistance.

If you would like to help or 
have any questions, please 
call Dean Doornbos at  
299-6970 or Sandy Dobbs  
at 455-3210 (x110).

Wednesday, May 3, 2017,  
8 p.m.

You are invited to reflect 
on God’s goodness this past 
year and hear updates on the 
Building with Purpose cam-
paign as we look to the future.

Please join us to vote for new 
Board members and the pro-
posed budget for 2017-2018. 
You may visit our website mid 
April  (www.schs.org) to review 
the nominees and financials.

We look forward to seeing you!

CALENDAR 
IMPORTANT EVENTS

SCRAP METAL 
DRIVE

SOCIETY 
MEETING
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On August 14-15, 50 members of the SCHS 
community--39 incoming senior students 
and 11 staff members--made history as 
we traveled to Grace Adventures for our 
first-ever Senior Camp. Our goal was 
simple: to celebrate God’s gift of commu-
nity together as we prepare for the school 
year. The time away at camp allowed both 
students and staff to reflect on God’s love 
as well as how He equips and empow-

STUDENT LIFE

SENIOR 
CAMP

ers us to serve Him and His people. We 
sang together, prayed together, laughed 
together, learned together, ate together, 
and enjoyed the lake and beach together. 
God has always used our senior class to 
provide leadership at SCHS alongside our 
staff. Our hope is that Senior Camp will be 
an annual summer getaway that God uses 
to give wisdom and momentum for even 
stronger leadership.

To celebrate God’s gift of community together as we prepare for the school year
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For the past 17 school years, staff and 
students have spent a morning in commu-
nity service to schools, churches, camps, 
non-profit organizations, and neighbors. 
Several years ago, we paired this event 
with the afternoon Student Council Mixer 
and began calling it Community Day—
serving the community that surrounds 
us in the morning and celebrating our 
school community in the afternoon. This 

year, the three SCHS buses and nine oth-
ers from our Christian school neighbors 
(Dutton, Legacy, and Moline)--as well as 
the school van fleet, several mom-driven 
mini-vans, and many other vehicles-
-chugged out of the parking lots to more 
than 50 destinations. Among many 
affirmations and congratulations, one 
self-professed “old man” on the north side 
of Grand Rapids described his Sailor Crew 

this way: “They are a fine example of what 
employers look for and what our country 
needs in the future. The goodness in their 
hearts shined through. God bless them for 
their kindness, generosity, and charitable 
volunteer effort. They’re a fine example of 
‘good kids’ and do their school and their 
families proud!” We are indeed blessed by 
God to be a blessing.

COMMUNITY DAY
“We are blessed by God to be a blessing.”
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Students discovering  
new passions, learning new  

skills, and expressing  
themselves artistically 
through the Music and 
Visual Arts Programs. 

SCHS ARTS

He has filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue and purple and 
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of workman or skilled designer. Exodus 35:35
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What do a seventh-grade boy, yellow tights with feathers, and 
escaped classroom rats have in common? Well, they’re all part 
of Holling Hoodhood’s story in this past fall’s production, The 
Wednesday Wars. The play is based on the Newbery-honored 
book by Gary D. Schmidt, and South Christian was the first high 
school to perform the adapted script. Holling’s story takes place 
on Long Island, New York in 1967 as his teacher, Mrs. Baker, 
instructs him in the wonders of Shakespeare. While enacting 
some of the bard’s most famous scenes, Holling and Mrs. Baker 
grapple with their own life dramas including family struggles, 
the Vietnam War, and the weight of working to understand 
others. 

THE 
WEDNESDAY 

WARS

We were delighted to welcome the book’s author, the two-time Newbery Honored 
author and National Book Award Finalist, Gary D. Schmidt, to our November 17  
production for a question and answer session after the evening’s performance.
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A TRUE SERVANT LEADER
Recently I read an online article about  
servant leadership. The author reminded 
me that someone who is a true servant 
leader is a perfect balance of both roles. 
We are all called to serve, but you don’t 
lose any of the leadership qualities when 
you are serving.

As the Athletic Director at South 
Christian, the day-to-day operations in  
this position are massively dependent  
on others. Students, teachers, staff, 
coaches, and Sports Boosters are a few 
examples of who I depend on daily. Each 
one of these relationships is valued in its 
own special way.

But when it comes to unsung heroes, Rick 
Heyboer is someone I admire as a person 
and a professional. Rick is a 1987 graduate 
of South Christian who constantly says 
he is amazed they let him walk across the 
stage to graduate based on his behavior. 
But now as I see it, South has been a place 
that has helped shape him into who he 
is today. Without a doubt, he has a direct 
impact on the health and strength of our 
community today.

Rick was formerly employed at Byron 
Center Public Schools for many years,  
and I got to know him as he was the point 
person for our home football games at 
their stadium. Rick quickly became some-
one I could trust. That trust developed  
into a friendship, and later earned 
him a full-time position as the Head 

Groundskeeper at our Sports Park and 
68th Street campus. 

His servant leadership qualities have been 
the driving factor for many new projects 
and plans. Rick’s ability to foster a culture 
of servanthood has been, and will be a 
remarkable asset to us as we brave the 
adventure of building our community’s 
dream of a new school campus.

He inspires and empowers those around 
him to go beyond what is asked. And 
in classic Rick style, asks for nothing in 
return. His constant pursuit of happiness 
is always outward. His continual quest for 
ways to help others is genuine. He never 
thinks about how it will benefit him, only 
how he can provide for others. He never 
shows his anger. He always exemplifies 
class. 

SCHS ATHLETICS

For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve,  
and to give his life 

 as a ransom for many. 
Mark 10:45

You see, not all leaders wear suits and 
ties, just like not all superheroes wear 
capes and masks. We, as a community, are 
fortunate that one of our leaders wears the 
SC anchor on his shirt, a little dirt on his 
shoes, and a lot of love in his heart.

Curt Copeland, Athletic Director
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What an amazing December! God’s hand 
on the Building with Purpose campaign 
was clearly demonstrated once again 
through the year-end giving. It is with 
great joy and gratitude that we share the 
$1.5 million gift was completely matched!  
On December 30, we were approximately 
$50,000 short of maximizing the match. 
The mail on January 3 brought the re-
maining needed funds. In fact, one of the 
first envelopes opened that morning con-
tained a check in the amount of $50,000!

While it is exciting that the South 
Christian community raised these funds 
in seven to eight weeks, the real joy is in 
how it was accomplished. The gifts ranged 
from $10 in cash to a $150,000 pledge and 
everything in between. The broad base 
of financial support is incredible to see -- 
consistent donors, reengaged donors,  

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

new donors, recent alumni, great-grand-
parents, and even a few current students. 

The analysis of the gifts/pledges is a beau-
tiful example of the body of Christ (the 
SCHS community) where each member is 
important.

•  7 donors contributed gifts of $50,000 
to $150,000 for a total of $625,000

•  33 donors contributed gifts of $10,000 
to $49,000 for a total of $531,500

•  475 donors contributed gifts less than 
$10,000 for a total of $402,420 (389 of 
these gifts were $1,000 or less)

Look at that again. Every donor was vital 
to matching the $1.5 million gift! 

So what’s next? A spring groundbreaking! 
To ensure fiscal responsibility the Board 
unanimously approved breaking ground 
(without the competition gym). While 

we celebrate this momentous milestone, 
there is still vital fundraising to be done. 
Four key areas need to be funded: 

•  balance of the base project (educa-
tional spaces, auditorium, auxiliary 
gym)

• competition gym 
• furniture and equipment 

• auditorium balcony finishes

Three key components for funding these 
items are:

• donor participation
• sale of the 68th Street facility

• gift-in-kind

As we press on, working and praying over 
this building project, we are confident 
God will continue to provide. 

Giving God the Glory, 
Sandy Dobbs, Development Director
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Angie Tallman
Carolee Miliusis
Dan Apol
Ed Jansen
Linda VanderMarkt

Lois Mulder
Marie Heys
Paul David Landhuis
Ron Thomasma
Russ Warner

Ted Kass
Ted VanderKwaak
Verna Crapo

Ajacs Die Sales Corp
Sandy Alderink
John and June Atsma
Clare and Marly Baar
Brian and Karen Baars
Ken and Joyce Ball
Fred and Donna Bergsma
Bob and Cheryl Bergy
Lyle and Ruth Boerman
Larry and Brenda Bolhuis
Richard and Jacque Bolt
Dorothy Bonnema
Bill and Beatrice Boorsma
Greg and Julie Bootsma
Allen and Sandy Bosma
Charles and Donna Bosscher
Mike and Mary Braat
Dale and Sharon Brower
Terry and Linda Buit
Chris and Sally Clark
Fred and Kathy Cook
Tom and Elsie Corwin
Craig and Cathy Courts
Joel and Yolanda DeBruin
Bob and Fran DeBruin
Larry and Cheryl DeHaan
Marv and Ronda DeHaan
Stan and Joanne DeHaan
Harley and Betty Derks
Direct Supply Inc.
Phyllis Ditmar
Sandy Dobbs
John and Kay Drukker
Nettie Dykhouse
Robert and Patricia Dykhouse
Peter and Mary Edema
EDP Foundation Inc.
Dave and Rita Engels
Greg and Sarah Flick
George and Karla Guichelaar
Doug and Roxanne Harkema
Jonathon and Joelyn Harkema 

Bill and Carolyn Heethuis
Kurt and Kathy Heidmann
Mike and Susan Hekstra
Ronald and Cheryl Helmus
Jim and Chris Hoekwater
Clair and Tina Holstege
John and Pat Huizinga
Integrity Plumbing
Trudy Kamminga
Harvey and Karen Kruithof
Gladys Kuipers
James and Harriet Kuipers
Rog and Sue Kuipers
Bruce and Laurie Lemke
Bill and Rochelle Lettinga
Wilbur and Sharon Lettinga
Mike and Sherri Lind
McDonald Plumbing
Steve and Carol Meyer
Carole Meyering
Art and Wilma Miedema
Dale and Vera Miedema
Bill and Sue Morren
Jay and Kathleen Morren
Paul and Connie Muller
Tom and Jill Musch
Dennis and Joan Nieuwkoop
David and Wendy Niewiek
Marilyn Niewiek
Jack and Linda Northouse
Orville and Alice Pasma
James and Rebecca Peterson
Gordon and Winnie Poll
Bob and Elaine Post
Edward and Lori Pylman
Larry and Deb Quakkelaar
Ruth Ringnalda
David and Jodi Scheltema
Ernie and Millie Scheltema
Ron and Mary Schrotenboer
Dave and Donna Sinnema
Robert and Karen Speyer

Henry Sterk
Ken and Joyce Sterk
William and Marlene Sterk
John and Elaine Stroo
John A. Stroo
Ron and Arlene Sytsma
Steve and Laura Sytsma
Tom and Candice Sytsma 
Beatrice TerHaar
Bob and Marcia Theule
Rob and Julie Theule
Twin River Dairy, Inc.
Leo and Wilma VanderHorst
Roger and Claire VanderLaan
Doug and Brenda VanderLee
Bill and Marcia VanderMeulen
Robert and Joanne VanderPloeg
Todd and Lynne VanderWall
Keith and Mary VanEnk
Jay Vanhouten
Kathleen VanHoven
Steve and Susan VanKooten
Mike and Carol VanLaan
Scott and Tammy VanLaan
Allan and Arlene VanPopering
Glenn and Julie VanRyn
Robert and Bonnie Velting
Duane and Linda Visser
Ken and Teresa Visser
Eric and Karen Walstra
Ward and Muriel Walters
Duke and Reatha Warsen
Stu and Sue Warsen
Lee and Dee Wassink
Mark and Heidi Wassink
Michael and Jayne Wierenga
Ronald and Diane Wierenga
Scott and Rebekah Wierenga
Tom and Ila Wilson
Terry and Louanne Winkle
Randall and Linda Wolthuis

BUILDING 
W I T H  P U R P O S E  U P D A T E

2016 FOUNDATION MEMBERS

MEMORIAL GIFTS FALL 2016

Harvey and Karen Kruithof
Jim DeBruin

GIFTS IN HONOR OF:

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 
Thank you to the South Christian com-
munity for another strong financial year. 
Tuition paying parents generate 93% of 
our revenue. The actual cost to educate 
each child at South Christian was $9,835; 
compared to tuition of $7,875 per student. 
The difference is made up through our 
other South Christian funds and fundrais-
ing. Long-range financial stability remains 
an important goal for South Christian.  

Thank you to everyone whose financial 
support made a successful school year  
possible. 

Maelia Post, Business Manager
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When I graduated from South Christian 
in 1999, I left recognizing two important 
things. First of all, I by no means did the 
best work I was capable of producing. 
Second, despite not doing my best work, 
I left SCHS with a drive to live a life with 
purpose. I was never told which path 
in life to choose. I was taught simply to 
serve others and serve causes bigger than 
myself as an individual. I was guided to 
extend myself fully in the most worthy 
causes I could find. I left high school 
knowing that the why in life or why we 
choose to do something matters.

Aside from serving our God, I chose to 
serve the greatest cause I know, our coun-

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
try. I was a bomb technician in the U.S. 
Army for over 12 years until an explosive 
device detonated beneath my feet while 
fighting in Afghanistan. There is a great 
deal I could say about this period of life 

ALUMNI PROFILE

from combat to recovery. I believe, how-
ever, it is most important for all to know 
that because I was serving my brothers in 
combat and serving America, any regret 
I may have had about my amputated legs 
was replaced with total peace and grate-
fulness for the opportunity to save the 
lives of friends.

Undoubtedly, it is being at peace with my 
past that has allowed me to continue to 
seek out purpose in public service. I now 
have the very humbling honor of serving 
in the 115th Congress of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. While I do not know the 
exact date I decided to pursue congress, I 
do remember the moment. It was while I 
was lying in a hospital bed after my injury. 
My wife Brianna and six-month-old son 
Magnum were sitting across the room 
from my gurney. After having much time 
to think, I tearfully declared to them that 
the best defense I give our country and 
the best example I set would still be in my 
future.

When I look back at so many Bible stories, 
those my own children are now learning, 
I realize something important. Nearly 
every one from beginning to end includes 
the Lord working through someone, 
who is otherwise incapable without his 
strength, to accomplish something great 
for many people. It is God’s instruction for 
building a life with purpose.

Brian Mast, 1999 Alumni

“ It is the Lord working 

through someone, who is 

otherwise incapable with-

out his strength, to accom-

plish something great for 

many people.”
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1957

Trudy (Jans, ’57) Marsman passed 
away 9/5/16.

1958

Marlene “Mickie” (VanLaar, 
’58) Kleinheksel passed away 
6/20/16.

Arlene (VanderWoude, ’58) 
Oetman passed away 11/20/16.

1959

Jack VanderWoude (’59) 
practiced psychology and later 
worked in business (real estate). 
He taught communication semi-
nars and leadership development 
for many years. Jack currently 
works as an Organizational 
Process Consultant and 
Leadership Coach/Mentor.  

1962

Barbara Jean Perea (Hulst, ’62) 
passed away 7/14/15.

1965

John Jonker (’65) passed away 
7/12/16.

1972

Jerry Deemter (’72) passed away 
8/19/16.

1977

Linda VanderMarkt (’77) passed 
away 11/14/16.

1986

Stephanie Warsen, wife of 
David Warsen (’86) passed away 
7/25/16.

1988

Shelly Sikkema (’88) passed away 
11/8/16. 
 

1990

Daniel Apol (’90) passed away 
11/16/16 following a brain aneu-
rysm while refereeing volleyball 
in Colorado Springs. Dan was a 
referee for FIVB, USA Volleyball, 
US Paralympics, and many more 
volleyball associations.  He was 
honored to be selected to referee 
at the 2012 London and 2016 Rio 
Olympics.

1998

Michael Dieleman (’98) passed 
away 9/15/16. 

Michael Alofs (’98) and Pamela 
Slawson were married 6/26/15.

1999

Amber Vandenberg, wife of Mike 
Vandenberg (’99), passed away 
9/27/14.

2000

Hannah Grace (2nd) was born 
01/5/2015 to Sara (Dieleman, 
’00) and Thomas Walkons.

Army Maj. Ian W. Fleischmann, 
(‘00) has been awarded 
the Department of Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal 
(DMSM). This recognition in-
volved Joint US Military Services 
in Afghanistan. The DMSM is 
the third highest award issued by 
the Department of Defense. He 
was also awarded the NATO-ISAF 
Medal by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization for his work 
with their International Military 
Forces. Ian received his Masters 
Degree in 2015, an Honor gradu-
ate from the School of Advanced 
Military Studies (SAMS) in the 
Army Command and General 
Staff College. He is currently 
assigned to the 10th Mountain 
Division.

2001

Thomas Allan (3rd) was born 
7/31/14 to Jeff  (’01) and Jill 
(Haagsma, ’02) Schepers.

2002

Jack Kurtiss (3rd) was born 
9/28/16 to Kurt (’02) and Kelli 
Bouma.

Thomas Allan (3rd) was born 
7/31/14 to Jill (Haagsma, ’02) and 
Jeff (’01) Schepers.

Emily Clare (3rd) was born 
7/14/14 to Casi (Faber, ’02) and 
Matt Leonard.

2003

Juliana (3rd) was born 11/8/16 
to Justin (’03) and Roseli 
Quakkelaar. Justin has been 
employed at the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Department-Deputy 
Sheriff (Corrections) since 2008.

Quinn Rochelle (2nd) was born 
4/15/14 to Rochelle (Shelly) 
(Veenstra, ’03) and Kent 
Hendricks.

2004

Tate Matthew (1st) was born 
1/29/16 to Katelyn (VanNoord, 
‘04) and Matt Brase.

Aubrey Joyce (2nd) was born 
5/17/16 to Matthew (’04) and 
Kelly (Post, ’04) Hirdes.

Ivan John, William Lloyd, and 
Harrison Kenneth (Identical 
triplets) were born 11/26/16 to 
Julie (Osterink, ‘04) and John 
VanderMolen.

2005

Tanner James (1st) was born 
4/26/16 to Jodi (Kuipers, ’05) and 
Jonathan Kortman.

Madeline Joyce (1st) was born 
9/2/2016 to Matt (’05) and T.J. 
Vail.

2006

Amanda Haverkamp (’06) passed 
away 11/29/16.

Arwen Kae (1st) was born 6/25/15 
to Katie (VanderArk, ’06) and 
Mike van Der Laan

2007

Ethan Kent (1st) was born 8/1/16 
to Brenda (Landhuis, ’07) and 
William Holdsworth.

Eisely Margaret (1st) was born 
1/10/16 to Janeen (Groenewold, 
’07) and Steve Rose.

Samuel Scott (1st) was born 
7/11/16 to Anna (VanWyk, ’07) 
and Todd Mitchell.

2008

David Anthony (1st) was born 
4/7/16 to Alison (VanderWall, 
’08) and Dominic DeMarco.

Jonathon Kwekel (‘08) and 
Jennifer Kuipers (‘10) were mar-
ried 4/22/16.

Jamie Veenstra (‘08) and Chad 
Rozema (‘08) were married 
6/25/16.

2009

Joe Newhof (’09) passed away 
12/2/16.

2010

Jennifer Kuipers (‘10) and 
Jonathon Kwekel (‘08) were mar-
ried 4/22/16.

2013

Daniel DeGraff (’13) passed away 
7/12/16.

ALUMNI BEACON UPDATE

Updates and News:   Please update your contact information and tell us about  noteworthy things you are up to. We’d love to share your  
news in the next issue of the HiLites. Online: www.schs.org/alumni or Email: alumni@schs.org
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