
“IT’S WHAT YOU DO, BUT  
IT’S NOT WHO YOU ARE.”
As we approach another school year, I 
think it is important that we continue to 
refine ourselves as administrators, staff 
members, and coaches when it comes to 
educational athletics.  

Currently in our culture, we spend too 
much time focusing on achievement and 
self-promotion. In a time when social 
media dominates many aspects of our 
lives, our athletic experiences are headed 
down a path of what someone can put 
on Twitter, or how many likes someone 
can get on Facebook. Our false identity 
becomes something that we obsess over. 
In some ways, we allow it to become who 
we think we are.

But if we continue to peel back the layers 
of truth, we are always reminded that 
God’s view of us is never tied to our win-
loss record, what our batting average is, or 
where we finish in the race. His love and 
faithfulness to us is there. It always has 
been and it always will be. We just need to 
remove our masks and see what He sees.

Recently I read a quote from Baylor 
University’s new head football coach, Matt 
Rhule, that spoke directly to me. You see, 
Coach Rhule was hired at Baylor to take 
over a program that has been marred by a 
sexual assault scandal that included un-
thinkable acts by former players, coaches, 
and administrators. Baylor needed to 
replace these people with a leader who 

possesses courage, conviction, and faith. 
And his quote about purpose versus pas-
sion exemplifies that.

“My purpose in life is not to be a football 
coach. That’s my passion. I love it. My 
purpose in life is to minister to kids; that’s 
what God put me on this earth to do, is 
work with young people. My passion is to 
do it through football. And our kids some-
times think that their purpose is to play 
football. No, it’s their passion. What their 
purpose is, is to be wonderful fathers and 
sons. And people to grow in their walk 
with the Lord.” - Matt Rhule

As I read these thoughts repeatedly, I kept 
saying to myself that I want our student 
athletes to be surrounded by people who 
have this approach to their work. If all of 
their teachers, mentors, and coaches had 
this approach to what they are passion-
ate about, our student athletes would 
continue to be blessed with a reminder of 
their true identity.
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In addition, this spring someone whose 
opinion I value greatly shared some scrip-
ture that really helped me shape some 
thoughts on this approach. The apostle 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians about the 
many parts of the body, and how not one 
part can work without the others and how 
if there is division, there is suffering; but 
if all parts are honored, then every part 
rejoices.

As an athletic department, it is our com-
mitment that we will continue to educate 
our coaches to use their passions to help 
all kids in their programs see their true 
identity and value as a child of God. 
Whether they are all-state or if they rarely 
see playing time, we want them to under-
stand that their value does not differ from 
one to the other. If we all take care of each 
other, then we can all rejoice together.

Curt Copeland,  Athletic Director

SOUTH CHRISTIAN HILITES SUMMER 20178

2017 Summer Hilites.indd   8 8/7/17   11:04 PM



WWW.SCHS.ORG 9

2017 Summer Hilites.indd   9 8/7/17   11:04 PM


