
A TRUE SERVANT LEADER
Recently I read an online article about  
servant leadership. The author reminded 
me that someone who is a true servant 
leader is a perfect balance of both roles. 
We are all called to serve, but you don’t 
lose any of the leadership qualities when 
you are serving.

As the Athletic Director at South 
Christian, the day-to-day operations in  
this position are massively dependent  
on others. Students, teachers, staff, 
coaches, and Sports Boosters are a few 
examples of who I depend on daily. Each 
one of these relationships is valued in its 
own special way.

But when it comes to unsung heroes, Rick 
Heyboer is someone I admire as a person 
and a professional. Rick is a 1987 graduate 
of South Christian who constantly says 
he is amazed they let him walk across the 
stage to graduate based on his behavior. 
But now as I see it, South has been a place 
that has helped shape him into who he 
is today. Without a doubt, he has a direct 
impact on the health and strength of our 
community today.

Rick was formerly employed at Byron 
Center Public Schools for many years,  
and I got to know him as he was the point 
person for our home football games at 
their stadium. Rick quickly became some-
one I could trust. That trust developed  
into a friendship, and later earned 
him a full-time position as the Head 

Groundskeeper at our Sports Park and 
68th Street campus. 

His servant leadership qualities have been 
the driving factor for many new projects 
and plans. Rick’s ability to foster a culture 
of servanthood has been, and will be a 
remarkable asset to us as we brave the 
adventure of building our community’s 
dream of a new school campus.

He inspires and empowers those around 
him to go beyond what is asked. And 
in classic Rick style, asks for nothing in 
return. His constant pursuit of happiness 
is always outward. His continual quest for 
ways to help others is genuine. He never 
thinks about how it will benefit him, only 
how he can provide for others. He never 
shows his anger. He always exemplifies 
class. 
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For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve,  
and to give his life 

 as a ransom for many. 
Mark 10:45

You see, not all leaders wear suits and 
ties, just like not all superheroes wear 
capes and masks. We, as a community, are 
fortunate that one of our leaders wears the 
SC anchor on his shirt, a little dirt on his 
shoes, and a lot of love in his heart.

Curt Copeland, Athletic Director
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