
Grady Athletic Booster Club (“ABC”) Board Meeting 

June 12, 2019 6:00pm     Grady High School Cafeteria 

Board Members in attendance: David Boone, Michael Schulz, Jennifer Dempsey and Shelley Sexton.     

Meeting began at 6:10 pm 

David introduced our new Athletic Director and boys basketball coach Patrick Johnson. 

Dr. Bockman expressed her desires for the ABC: 

• More involvement in a constructive way – concessions, committees, etc.  

• Structure: “How do I volunteer?” 

• Fundraising: Athletics need money.  Other areas of Grady have great fundraising abilities 

and athletics is missing this.  Alumni needs to be reached.  Mike Gellar, the jewelry 

store, is a Grady grad.  “Who can give big money?” 

• Banners in the gym can be sold.   

• There are 1430 children registered for next year.  Many of these kids have come from 

private schools.   

Coach Alar spoke expressing a need to push for more ABC members.  Suggestions were made for Back to 

School night or Sneak Peak on August 8th.  Reach incoming 9th grade parents.  Maybe suggest a joint 

enrollment for $100 divided between PTSA, ABC, etc.  We need to get better at asking for money. 

David:  Spoke to the evolution of ABC, with the consolidation of booster clubs to just football and ABC.  

We provide scholarships for students unable to make payment for dues, Homecoming is our main 

fundraiser and Naming rights for Walden Field.  We take in money from each team and manage that 

money for them.  We want to grow and develop membership.  Football is still separate because it is so 

detailed and has very specific needs.  All other teams should be under ABC. 

Michael:  Committees are needed, especially in the area of Fundraising 

Coach Alar asked “Where does my money go?” 

David:  Coaches and AD give a direction to where they need money.  If you donate, it can go in the 

general fund or to a specific sport.  Some things we have purchased with this money: ice machine in the 

stadium and concession equipment at Walden. 

Michael:  In the past each team collected their own money.  APS put a stop to this.  ABC needs 

fundraising and money to continue.  SABO is where money from athletes dues go.   

Dr. Bockman gave us permission to work the parking lot the up coming weekend.  She also stated that 

we can continue to work the parking lot to raise money when it is available.   

Jen: We want to make sure people know that we provide scholarships for students that can’t pay dues.  

Michael:  over $3,000 were spent on scholarships last year.   

Coach Alar:  Is membership numbers and money reports available for everyone to see?  Yes it is. 

 



We want to help all sports under the direction of the AD. 

David:  Our main agenda this last year has been to attain naming rights to Walden Field.  The biggest 

problem or stumbling block has been the graffiti on the outside wall.  We have explored several options 

from camera to lights, but have determined that planting trees seems to be the most economical.  Trees 

Atlanta has been reached and they suggested evergreens, however they need access to the area to plant 

them and this seems to be causing some problems.  It was suggested that student athletes participate in 

the planting of these trees to obtain community service hours.   

 

Committees needed:   

• Dues – scholarships 

• Homecoming 

• Walden – naming rights 

• Fundraising (banners in the gym, banner inward facing at Walden, etc.) 

Norm Ritchie suggested a point person for each sport have each athlete join ABC for $20-$25. 

Banners – inward facing at Walden, annual renewal, need someone to spearhead this.  AD Johnson has 

looked into the banners and would like to do this before the beginning of the school year.   

 

We need an updated Coaches list from AD Johnson. 

September 20th is Grady Cluster Night, it was suggested to work the parking lot and collect money for 

memberships that night.   

Meeting adjourned at 7:24pm 

Submitted by: Shelley Sexton, ABC Secretary 

 


