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Allegan Aquatic Center Receives 2018 Grant Funding  
From USA Swimming Foundation   

 
Grant supports efforts to offer free or reduced cost swim lessons 

   
 [Allegan, MI] – Allegan Swim School was chosen as one of 78 Make a Splash programs in the U.S. to 
receive grant money from the USA Swimming Foundation in 2018. The awarded money will go toward 
Allegan Swim School’s continued efforts to provide free or reduced cost swim lessons. The USA 
Swimming Foundation awarded a total of $436,515 to programs across the country that will provide swim 
lessons to an estimated 16,000 children.  Allegan Swim School is operated by the Allegan Aquatic Center 
and the Allegan Public School District in cooperation with Tigershark Aquatics, the competitive swimming 
program that operates out of the same pool. 
 
According to Mark Mattox, Aquatics Director, the grant will help support the Allegan Aquatic Center’s 
already ongoing efforts to offer free and reduced cost swimming lessons to children throughout the 
Greater Allegan Area.  “We are very pleased to be included in this year’s grant disbursement.  Now that 
summer is just around the corner, it is critical for Allegan area families to get their children into swimming 
lessons.  We look forward to expanding our outreach program this year.” 
 
Allegan Swim School offers SwimAmerica swimming lessons, a 10-step, self-paced learn-to-swim 
approach that emphasizes breathing, balance and comfort for beginning swimmers and offers a 
framework for swimmers to develop all 6 swimming strokes.  SwimAmerica redefines what it means to 
“know how to swim”.  Our registration and payment systems can all be found online at 
www.alleganaquatics.com.   
 

Those interested in finding out more about our free and reduced cost program offerings, please 

 

CALL 269-815-8545 or email ALLEGANPOOLFREE@GMAIL.COM. 

   
The USA Swimming Foundation vetted 200 applications through a competitive annual review process and 
chose 78 programs to receive funding, 36 of whom are first time Make a Splash grant recipients.  

 

“We are thrilled to be awarding this funding and so proud that it will be used to create a valuable 
swimming experience for thousands of children who may not have had the opportunity to learn how to 
swim,” USA Swimming Foundation Executive Director Debbie Hesse said. “These exciting and lifesaving 

mailto:mmattox@alleganps.org
http://www.alleganaquatics.com/
mailto:ALLEGANPOOLFREE@GMAIL.COM


opportunities would not be possible without the support of our USA Swimming Foundation partners and 
donors, who continue to help us make a difference across this country.” 
 
More than 850 Make a Splash Local Partners promote water safety education in their communities and 
provide scholarships and transportation for children to participate in their swim lesson programs.   

 
Full list of Make a Splash grant recipients.  
  
For more information on Allegan Aquatic Center visit www.alleganaquatics.com 
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