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Green Wave Athletic Department Policy 
Gallatin High School 
 
Your son or daughter has expressed a desire to participate in interscholastic athletics representing 
Gallatin High School, and you have expressed your willingness to permit him/her to compete. The 
administration and coaches of Gallatin High School (GHS) believe that athletic participation 
provides a wealth of opportunities and experiences which assist students in their personal growth. 
We, who are concerned with the educational development of our students through athletics, 
recognize that a properly controlled, well-organized athletic program meets with the students’ needs 
for self-expression, mental alertness, and physical growth. 

 
A student who elects to participate in GHS Athletics is making a voluntary choice to be a Green 
Wave student-athlete. To successfully compete in interscholastic athletics, a student must practice 
self-discipline, and often, self-denial. To accomplish these two goals, it requires good training habits, 
sound judgment, and positive citizenship skills on the part of the student-athlete. The Sumner 
County School Board, the Director of Schools, and the Principal have outlined rules and regulations 
for the purpose of stressing to Green Wave student-athletes their need for physical, mental, and 
emotional maturity in conjunction with a positive school image. 

 
The policies that follow have been designed as a framework to assist student-athletes, parents, and 
coaches in participating in high school athletics at the highest level possible. These are minimum 
standards set forth by GHS. Green Wave Coaches of individual sports have the authority to 
establish and enforce team guidelines and policies in addition to the GHS athletic policy to maintain 
a safe and positive athletic program. Gallatin High School recognizes that students may be involved 
in behavior that does not meet the standards of these policies, rules, and regulations, but it is the 
goal of this policy to assist students in making decisions that reflect positive choices. The athletic 
department encourages students to voluntarily seek help when needed. However, a violation of these 
standards will result in a review for disciplinary action by the administration of Gallatin High School. 
 
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT PHILOSOPHY: 
It shall be the mission of Green Wave Athletics to facilitate and encourage individual and team 
sports in concert with the philosophy, mission, and goal of Gallatin High School. 
 
CODE OF ETHICS: 

• Academic performance is your primary responsibility as a student-athlete at GHS. 

• Treat teachers, coaches and opponents with respect. 

• Respect game officials and accept their decision without argument or gesture. 

• Exercise self-control at all times, setting an example for others to follow. 

• Win without boasting, lose without excuse and never quit. 

• Always remember that you represent Gallatin High School and the Gallatin community, and 
it is a privilege to be a Green Wave student-athlete. 

• Class attendance is vitally important to the academic success of the student-athlete, including 
the day of, and after, a competition. 
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GRADES AND ATTENDANCE 
The Green Wave Athletic Department and the TSSAA promote the idea that academic progress 
based on good attendance is the prime motivation for all students.  

 
1. A player must comply with all rules set by the Tennessee Secondary Schools Athletic 

Association (TSSAA) governing attendance, enrollment in and passing of subjects, age, and 
residency of athletes and their families. To be eligible to play in athletic contests during any 
school year, a student must earn five credits the preceding school year if less than 24 credits 
are required for graduation; or 6 credits the preceding school year if more than 24 credits are 
required for graduation. All credits must be earned by the first day of the beginning of the 
school year. Academic eligibility for a student is based on the requirements of the school the 
student was attending at the conclusion of the previous school year. Students deemed 
ineligible for the first semester may gain eligibility second semester by passing five subjects 
(1/2 credit) or three blocks (1 credit per block) or the equivalent. 

 
2. In order to participate in a scheduled contest, the player must have been in attendance that day 

or received prior approval from the coach. The player will give information concerning the 
absence to the coach prior to the absence. Examples of acceptable absences are: sickness, 
funeral, court appearance, doctor’s appointment, school business, or any circumstance deemed 
appropriate by the coach. 

 
3. GHS administration, athletic director, and coach reserve the right to withhold an athlete from 

participation due to individual circumstances regarding the academic performance, behavior, 
or attendance of a Green Wave student-athlete.  

 
4. No student-athlete may participate in any practice or athletic contest during his/her 

suspension from school. 
 

BEHAVIOR 
At all times, Green Wave student-athletes are expected to set a good example in the classroom as 
well as the field of play. Student-athletes will abide by school, athletic department, and team rules, so 
as to be a positive reflection upon their respective family, Gallatin High School, Green Wave 
Athletics, and the Gallatin community. 

 
GROOMING 
Good grooming habits create a positive image for GHS students and Green Wave student-athletes. 
Each student-athlete must remember that the appearance and conduct of each person 
communicates a message to the host community about being a Green Wave. 
 

1. Neat and trimmed hair style (examples: hair no longer than eyebrows in front; hair must be 
above the collar in back; no mohawks; no non-natural coloring; no unusual hairstyles; etc.) 

2. No facial hair other than a neatly trimmed mustache 
3. No earrings (males) 
4. No other type of visible body piercings (males and females) 
5. Tattoos must be covered 
6. Coaches may determine additional provisions for grooming and appearance 
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INAPPROPRIATE/CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 
A student’s involvement with legal authorities may reflect activities that are contrary to team training 
rules and/or the disciplinary rules of GHS and/or the positive school image. 
 

1. Upon any incident involving the police, school officials (team coach, athletic director, or school 
administrator) should be notified by the student or parent/guardian within 24 hours of the 
incident. All incidences of this nature not reported within 24 hours may result in a suspension 
from the team. The incident may be reviewed by a panel appointed by the principal for 
possible action. 

 
2. Upon conviction of a crime, the athlete will be suspended until a panel appointed by the 

principal can make an evaluation of the situation and decide on further participation. The 
panel will consider the nature and severity of the crime. 

 
3. Any violations of this policy during the “off season” (including the summer) are subject to 

enforcement at the beginning of the student-athlete’s athletic season(s) the following school 
year. An athletic season is defined as the first day of practice as recognized by TSSAA and/or 
the school.  

 
4. Student-athletes are strongly encouraged to maintain social media profiles that are a positive 

reflection on the student-athlete, their family, and Gallatin High School. Any reference to 
illegal, criminal, or other activity detrimental to an athletic team, another student-athlete, 
coach, the athletic program, and/or Gallatin High School will be handled according to the 
policies outlined in this handbook and student handbook. Examples may include, but are not 
limited to: photographs posted on a site, comments posted on a site, electronic defamation 
(text messages), or any other identification that negatively reflects Gallatin High School and 
Green Wave Athletics. 

 
TOBACCO USE 
Any use of tobacco products by a student is strongly discouraged and prohibited by Gallatin High 
School. The Sumner County Board of Education prohibits the possession and/or use of tobacco at 
school, in route to and from or at school sponsored events. GHS will strictly enforce the ban of 
tobacco products. The first offense of the policy is a three-day suspension from school and all 
activities. The second offense is a five-day suspension from school and all activities. 

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
Gallatin High School is concerned with the well-being of all students, including those that 
participate in Green Wave Athletics. For this reason, drug and alcohol use by student-athletes is 
strongly discouraged and prohibited by the administration and coaching staff of GHS. Green Wave 
Athletics follow and abide by the Drug Education and Testing Policy set forth by Sumner County 
Schools in Board Policy J6.3071. 
 


