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Dear Hiland Athletic Supporter:

Thanks for the opportunity to allow us to 
explain our vision for a synthetic turf field at 
Hiland. A committee has been working and 
preparing for several months to begin this 
project, and we are excited to share it with 
you.

We believe that the need for turf at 
Hiland is real. Our field receives a lot of 
play during the fall season from multiple 
teams practicing and playing games. The 
field would receive a lot more play on a 
year round basis if we could use it... we 
intentionally stay off our field during the 
spring and summer so that it is in the best 
shape possible for our fall season. If we 
played on our field year round as we would 
like to, there would be no grass left during 
the actual fall season.

In addition to high school and junior high 
school soccer, numerous other programs 
would benefit from a turf field. Youth 
soccer, baseball, and softball which provide 
opportunities for a huge number of kids 
in our community would be able to have 
increased practice and game space. High 
school baseball and softball would be able 
to be outside sooner and more consistently 
than they currently can. Marching band and 
our Physical Education classes both can not 

utilize the soccer field currently because 
of the damage it does and wet grass in the 
morning makes conditions difficult and 
dangerous for students in class- these issues 
would be solved with a synthetic turf field. 

Before presenting this to you, we have done 
a lot of work over several months. We have 
already met with several turf contractors to 
evaluate their products and the potential 
cost of the project and to ensure that we get 
the best product for the best possible price 
for the East Holmes community. We have 
also learned that recent research shows that 
turf actually is safer for student-athletes than 
grass. 

We recognize that this is a very ambitious 
project. The East Holmes community has 
always prided itself in taking on these types 
of projects to provide our students with the 
best possible facilities to pursue excellence. 
We believe that this project is yet another 
way that we can help follow the East Holmes 
vision of: Inspire. Prepare. Challenge.

Thanks for your time and consideration in 
partnering with us to make this project a 
reality!
       Sincerely,

       Vince Mullet
Chris Gertz
Erik Beun

Anthony Kaufman
Dave Schlabach

Scott Bodiker

Dave Coil
Carlos Mullet
Art Yoder

CJ Spreng
Conner Lee



Why is turf at Hiland a good investment? 

Currently, our field has several areas where drainage is an issue. This regularly causes us 
to have to move and/or cancel practices or play games in potentially unsafe and 
unsatisfactory conditions. In addition to this, any games/practices on a wet field can 
damage it for the rest of the season. 
To keep our game field as nice as possible, we spread our activities throughout the East 
Holmes District. We play summer open fields at Mt. Hope Elementary, we practice at Mt. 
Hope and Berlin Mennonite, our youth soccer is held at Berlin Elementary. Currently we 
only use our game field for in-season practices and games. With turf, we could centralize 
all of these activities. Currently, the crown of our field and the track surrounding it does 
not allow us to use our space most effectively. With turf, we could eliminate the crown 
and widen the field to a better width for soccer. 

Are there cost savings associated with turf? 

Yes, currently we pay $14,000 annually to Front & Center Turf to maintain and mow our 
field. There is also a cost involved in watering the field, especially in the Summer and 
Early Fall months. Additionally, we pay for Wayne’s time to line the field and for the cost 
of paint each week, which is not cheap

Does this just bene it the soccer program? 

Definitely not. Other sports would have an all weather surface to use. For example, youth 
and high school baseball and softball could hold practices on wet days on the turf. The 
marching band could also use the turf for practice. P.E. classes currently do not have a 
good outside space, and the turf would give classes a place to be outside. This would also 
open up the field for various community activities that could not be held because it 
would damage the grass field.

FAQ’s
1.1.
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3.3.



5.5.
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How much would this project cost? 

We have done significant research and met with three major turf 
contractors. We have determined that the amount needed for this project 
is $800,000. We are hopeful that we can benefit from the skilled 
tradespeople, contractors, and material suppliers in our community in the 
form of in-kind donations to decrease this cost. We have set the goal to 
have the funds raised by March 1st, 2020. 

Is specialized maintenance required?

There is a grooming machine that is used occasionally to rake the black 
rubber beads back into the turf. The companies that we met with include 
this machine and the training to run it as part of their proposal. This is the 
only maintenance required for the turf.             

How long does turf last?

We believe that this field will last 10+ years with proper maintenance and 
soccer being less damaging to turf than football. From our understanding 
when replacement is required it will cost around 50% of the original 
project total.



LEVEL AMOUNT OF DONATION RECOGNITION

Bronze Up to $4,999 Recognition on Press 
Plaque

Silver $5,000-$24,999

Recognition on Press Box 
Plaque and 

Two 20 Fall Sports Games 
Passes for 5 years

Gold $25,000-$49,999

Recognition on Press Box 
Plaque and

Two 20 Fall Sports Game 
Passes for Life

Platinum $50,000-$100,000+

Recognition on Press Box 
Plaque and

Four 20 Fall Sports Game 
Passes for Life

Turf Giving Levels



 

Turf Project Pledge Form

To show my support for the Hiland Athletic Booster’s Turf Project, I make the following
  pledge to help fund the project:

ONE TIME GIFT:

I pledge a one time gift in the amount of $_______________ payable by the following date________________

I pledge a total gift of $__________________________  payable as follows:

$________________________________  per year for _______________  years beginning in 20 _____.

NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON (IF ORGANIZATION):  ___________________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER: _________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:  _____________________________________________________________________________________

CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO “East Holmes Council, Inc., dba Hiland Athletic Booster Club
AND MAILED TO: HILAND ATHLETIC BOOSTERS, INC., P.O. BOX 275 BERLIN OH, 44610

DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE WITH TAX RECEIPT PROVIDED.

GIFT OVER TIME:



Thank You For 
Supporting Our 

Students and Schools!




