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May	2,	2016 
	
Dear	Families, 
	
Thanks	for	taking	the	time	to	fill	out	the	surveys	sent	last	week;	we’ve	had	a	great	response	so	far! 
If	your	student	has	finished	or	is	close	to	finishing	up	courses	for	spring	semester,	feel	free	to	
enter	grades	into	their	Progress	Report.		If	their	ILP	is	unfinished	or	edits	haven’t	been	approved,	
you	will	be	unable	to	enter	grades.		Let	me	know	if	you	need	me	to	take	a	look	at	the	ILP. 
The	official	date	for	completing	grades	is	May	31.		If	your	student	is	not	finished,	you	can	enter	
Incompletes	(you	have	6	months	to	change	incompletes). 
	
Testing	has	about	wrapped	up!		We	have	a	few	families	testing	into	June,	so	if	you	have	yet	to	
schedule	testing,	please	contact	me	as	soon	as	possible.	 
	 
The	following	are	resources	I’ve	come	across;	hope	they	are	useful! 
	 
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2016/04/14/20-educational-resources-for-new-teachers/2/ 
	 
A	3D	modeling	and	computer-aided	design	tool	for	young	students.	With	a	block-based	interface	
system	akin	to	Scratch,	BlocksCAD	helps	children	understand	the	spatial	thinking	and	geometry	
involved	with	modeling	three-dimensional	structures.	They	can	even	print	their	designs	on	a	3D	
printer!	Privacy	flag:	BlocksCAD	collects	email	addresses	when	users	register,	though	it	is	possible	to	
use	the	tool	without	registeringhttp://blockscad.com/index.php 
	 
Giving	feedback	on	student’s	writing:		http://www.adlit.org/article/36072/ 
	 
Writing-to-learn	strategies	to	help	students	make	predictions,	build	connections	and	think	at	
higher	levels:				http://www.adlit.org/article/39928/ 
	 
By	signing	up,	you	can	have	free	access	to	primary	sources,	videos	and	artifacts	relating	to	history,	
civics	and	media	literacy:	https://newseumed.org/ 
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September	2,	2016	
 
Hello	Families! 
	
Welcome	back	to	another	school	year!!		Can	you	believe	it	has	arrived? 
	
At	this	point,	our	passwords	for	our	resources	are	the	same.		If	you	do	not	have	these	passwords,	
let	me	know	and	I’ll	get	them	to	you.		I’ve	attached	the	learning	resources	brochure	for	your	
review.		You	will	notice	over	the	next	month,	that	our	webpage	will	be	making	a	few	updates,	with	
the	biggest	one	being	the	change	of	our	name	from	WorldWide	IDEA	Private	Academy	to	
Brightways	Global	Academy!		This	name	is	more	representative	with	what	our	organizational	
goals	and	programs	reflect. 
	 
Some	families	are	still	in	“summer	mode”,	but	others	are	already	finished	with	their	students’	
ILPs.		Either	way,	I’m	excited	to	start	this	new	year	out	with	each	of	you!	 
	 
No	formal	decision	has	been	made	on	2017-18,	accreditation,	but	I	feel	safe	in	saying	we	will	not	
pursue	any	accrediting	body	that	jeopardizes	our	parents	right	to	choose	their	own	curriculum.		
For	those	of	you	needing	the	more	formal	AdvancEd	accreditation	stamp,	you	will	want	to	start	
thinking	about	a	different	placement	for	your	students	after	this	2016-17	school	year. 
	 
Some	resources	I	found	that	you	might	want	to	incorporate	this	year:	
 
Virtual	Field	Trips	(tips	and	sites):	http://www.eschoolnews.com/2016/08/18/5-useful-tips-to-
get-the-most-out-of-virtual-field-trips/?ps=tbeede@wwidea.org-00130000013SeJl-
0033000001DJQPi 
	 
Khan	Academy	has	some	good	resources	to	check	
out:	https://www.khanacademy.org/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
2016%20BTS%20YCLA%20Final%20Send%20&utm_term=All%20Users 
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January	15,	2017	
 
Dear	Families, 
	 
Most	of	you	are	in	full	swing	after	a	season	of	holiday	fun,	friendships	and	family!		Time	is	such	a	
precious	gift	and	I’m	going	to	be	nagging	you	to	give	me	some	of	that	soon!		The	end	of	January	is	
our	scheduled	time	for	reporting	how	your	kiddos	have	been	doing	this	last	term.		 
	 
For	those	families	who	enrolled	this	Fall,	let	me	know	if	you	have	finished	inputing	grades	and	are	
ready	for	me	to	review	them.		If	you	plan	on	posting	grades	after	February	1,	also	let	me	know…in	
that	case,	we	can	easily	mark	the	course	as	“Incomplete”	until	satisfactory	mastery	is	achieved,	
and	a	grade	is	determined.		I	realize	many	families	use	different	school	calendars	and	it	is	fine	to	
put	Incompletes	for	all	the	grades,	changing	them	once	they	are	completed. 
	 
We	have	several	families	making	good	use	of	our	upload	option	and	mastery	tracking!		We	love	to	
see	that!!		Remember,	Progress	Reports	are	driven	from	the	student’s	ILP.		If	you	have	difficulty	
inputting	grades,	it	may	be	due	to	the	ILP	not	being	Approved.		If	this	is	the	case,	contact	me	to	
review	and	approve	(I	am	not	notified	when	an	ILP	has	been	edited	or	submitted). 
	 
Those	families	with	students	in	their	11th	and	12th	year,	remember	to	check	to	ascertain	that	all	
our	graduation	requirements	are	being	considered.		If	I	have	not	provided	you	with	a	four-year	
planner	please	let	me	know	immediately.		Our	graduation	requirements	are	found	on	our	
website	http://www.worldwide-idea.org/accredited_academy.html. 
	 
I’ve	attached	a	grading	sheet	you	might	find	useful. 
	 
A	resource	for	recovering	past	Internet	links,	and	experiences	once	thought	to	have	
“disappeared”!		Useful	for	teachers,	but	disconcerting	to	teens/young	adults	who	may	believe	
things	they	previously	posted	and	deleted	are	“virtually”	gone	is	called	the	Wayback	Machine. 
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2016/03/28/the-unique-internet-search-site-your-students-dont-
know-about/?ps=tbeede@wwidea.org-00130000013SeJl-0033000001DJQPi 
Suppose	you	ask	students	to	report	on	the	events	of	Sept.	11,	2001.	Most	students	would	Google	
phrases	like	“9-11”	and	“World	Trade	Center,”	and	they	would	find	historical	accounts	of	what	
happened.	But	imagine	how	much	more	powerful	it	would	be	for	students	to	experience	those	
events	in	the	moment,	as	if	they	were	living	through	them	that	same	day.	With	the	Wayback	
Machine,	they	can. 
	 
Teaching	your	students	how	to	use	advance	Google	search	options	to	find	information	from	
another	country’s	perspective: 
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2015/11/23/how-search-google-592/?ps=tbeede@wwidea.org-
00130000013SeJl-0033000001DJQPi 
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	Terri	Beede 
 
	 
February	21,	2017	
 
Dear	Families,	
	
We	are	approaching	our	season	of	testing!	 
	
Brightways	Global	Academy	requires	standardized	testing	for	enrolled	students	in	grades	3-11,	to	
comply	with	accreditation.			Working	closely	with	your	child	every	day,	you	have	a	pretty	accurate	
view	of	where	your	child	is	academically.		However,	regular	evaluations	and	testing	keeps	us	on	
the	trail	of	effective	teaching.		My	hope	is	the	results	obtained	will	give	you	valuable	insights	on	
which	skills	are	mastered	and	which	ones	might	need	some	fine-tuning.		Hopefully	they	help	in	
planning	for	next	year	and	will	guide	you	in	determining	materials	and	curriculum	supplements. 
	 
We	will	again	be	using	the	Stanford	10	Online	Assessment	administered	through	Brewer	Testing	
Services.		It	is	the	10th	edition	and	is	a	nationally	normed	(US)	achievement	test,	requiring	minimal	
computer	system	requirements.		It	uses	a	secure	browser	that	ensures	security	of	the	test	and	
student	data.		The	test	is	multiple-choice,	untimed	and	you	will	receive	reports	within	24	hours.		
The	cost	of	the	assessment	is	covered	by	us,	with	the	exception	of	additional	costs	that	may	be	
associated	with	special	considerations.	 
	 
The	“down-side”	of	online	testing…	I	will	need	you	to	coordinate	your	testing	during	specific	days	
and	hours.		Because	of	the	increasing	number	of	students	using	their	service	and	the	fact	that	they	
offer	other	forms	of	testing	services,	they	have	now	limited	the	days	to	Wednesday,	
Thursday	and	Friday	each	week.		
	
	If	a	4th	day	is	required,	it	would	be	the	Wednesday	of	the	following	week	(W,	Th,	F,	&	next	W).		
Testing	started	in	a	particular	month	must	be	finished	in	the	same	month.		If	for	some	
reason,	Monday,	Tuesday	and	Saturday	are	the	only	other	testing	days	possible,	we	might	be	able	
to	make	arrangements,	but	there	may	be	an	additional	cost	to	pay	for	the	overtime	hours	of	the	
testing	administrator.		The	hours	are	the	same	for	any	of	the	listed	days:		8-5	Eastern	Time.		
Testing	can	be	taken	all	in	1	day	or	spread	between	4	days	and	seats	are	limited.		If	you	have	more	
than	one	student,	remember	they	will	each	need	their	own	computer	or	be	assigned	a	different	
testing	date. 
	 
Again,	the	Stanford	test	is	untimed,	but	these	are	the	time	estimations	with	the	example	of	a	2-day	
test: 
	
Grades	3-8: 

• Day	1:		Reading	Vocabulary	(20	min.),	Reading	Comprehension	(50),	Math	Procedures	(30),	
and	Language	(45)		Estimated	time:		145	min. 

• Day	2:		Spelling	(35),	Science	(25),	Social	Science	(25),		Math	Problem	Solving	(50)		Estimated	
time:		135	min. 
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Grades	9-11: 

• Day	1:		Reading	Vocabulary	(20),	Reading	Comprehension	(50),		and	Mathematics	(50)		
Estimated	time:		120	min. 

• Day	2:		Spelling	(30),	Science	(25),	Social	Science	(25),	and	Language	(40)		Estimated	time:		
110	min. 

	 
I	would	prefer	to	have	assessments	completed	sometime	in	April,	but	arrangements	can	be	made	
for	March	and	into	June	if	family	circumstances	dictate. 
	 
When	you	have	determined	your	schedule,	send	me	the	following	information: 
	 
Preferred	Test	Dates:		______________________________________ 
Number	of	days	needed	for	testing:	__________________ 
Preferred	Starting	Time	each	day	(EDST)	______________ 
	 
Supervising	Parent-Teacher: 
Name:______________________ 
Email:______________________ 
Phone:______________________ 
	 
Students	Testing: 
_____________________;	DOB	___________;	Grade	______ 
_____________________;	DOB	___________;	Grade	______ 
_____________________;	DOB	___________;	Grade	______ 
_____________________;	DOB	___________;	Grade	______ 
	 
Geographical	Location:	_____________________________________ 
Have	you	used	Brewer	Testing	Services	in	the	Past?		____		 
	 
Thank	you, 
Terri	Beede 
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From: Terri Beede [mailto:tbeede@brightwayslearning.org]  
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 11:18 AM 
To: jeno@brightwayslearning.org; tbeede@brightwayslearning.org 
Subject: Update on NDSP/STATE funding 
  
Dear NDSP/State Dept. Families, 
  
Thank you for your comments and sharing your concerns and questions.  Because many of 
the questions are similar and of common interest, I’m going to try and keep replies from Jen 
and myself in a group-email format.  
  
The GOOD news… Brightways Global Academy provides direct support and is not considered 
by NDSP to be an “umbrella” school because of our more substantial contact, course oversite 
and delivery and our accreditation.  Currently, NDSP is specifically targeting and applying 
these restrictions and regulations to all umbrella schools, if NDSP continues to allow them at 
all.  
  
Also, to our benefit, we don’t know if or when the State Department may follow suit, but the 
noted NDSP restrictions are based on NDSP attorney and policy department’s review and 
interpretation of their regulations.  These analysis do not currently appear to apply to the State 
Department families.  If they do eventually, Jen expects they will also target all homeschool 
support programs for compatibility and will also be suspect of any umbrella schools. 
  
We are very aware and understand your concerns of the lack of resources when living in 
remote locations, which is why I have always felt proud of the fact that our families in those 
areas were well supported.  As Jen and I learn anything new that requires immediate or 
foreseeable action, we will keep you updated. 
  
As of now, State Department Families should carry-on as usual, and NDSP Families should 
contact us about how we can help navigate the purchasing of any educational items that might 
possibly be flagged (at this point, we haven’t been targeted, so…).   My apologies for causing 
any sort of panic, but I just wanted you to be aware of the “rumblings”, especially for our NDSP 
families. 
  
Thanks for all you do for our country and your students! 
Terri 
  
  
  
Terri Beede 
Contact Teacher 
Brightways Global Academy 
tbeede@brightwayslearning.org 
406-698-5296 
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From: Terri Beede [mailto:tbeede@brightwayslearning.org]  
Sent: Sunday, October 15, 2017 11:17 AM 
To: 'Melinda Lewis' (mlewis@brightwayslearning.org) 
Subject: New Resources, Log sheet info and Survey 
  
Dear Families,  
  
I first want to thank you for completing the surveys that were sent out a few weeks ago.   If you haven’t completed the 
surveys yet, you still have time.  We have been busy working with our team to meet the new AdvancEd Accreditation 
standards with our review set for November 20th and 21st.  
  
It has been an interesting journey to reflect on practices, vision and input.  What I love about our school is the level of 
commitment our small and busy staff has in providing the best for our families while maintaining the level of integrity 
required for accreditation.  Sometimes it feels like we are trying to fit our size 7 foot into a size 5 shoe!  But our families 
are absolutely the best.  We are taking the feedback given and will consider it when planning and implementing our 
School Success Plan. 
  
One change for our high school students, from previous years, is the level of detail in the non-core subject areas’ log 
sheets.  In the past, we have allowed parents to be vague about the dates and activities, giving us more of a summary.  
To beef up our accountability to you and to our school, we are now asking for your log sheets to give actual dates (not 
just a range)of instruction and practice with a few words describing activity student performed that day along with the 
time spent.   
For example: 
  
Jay Jones Jr. 
9th grade- Spanish I 
10/2/17                Teach-nology.com: Intro word list            20 m       
10/3/17                Rosetta Stone Level I                                     60 m 
10/4/17                Spanish Cartoon/context YT & tutor        75 m 
  
I recommend that you have your student track the time spent on a log sheet (attached) or other documenting source 
with you, as monitoring or instructing teacher signing off. 
  
We will soon be adding a few more resources to address the career and college needs of your students.  I look forward 
to sharing this with you as soon as our account is activated by the State of Alaska! 
  
I want to also remind you to use our learning standards and our current resources to supplement your child’s subject 
areas or even a particular topic of study.  We currently have subscriptions to BrainPop and BrainPop Jr, Cosmeo, World 
Book Online Reference Center and assessments in reading and math through Let’s Go Learn.  Most of these 
passwords are found on our website under Learning Resources.  
  
The following are a few online resources I’ve come across that may be of use: 
https://sheg.stanford.edu/home_page (US and World History Lessons) 
http://acousticatlas.org/index.php  (over 2500 recordings of species and environments in the Yellowstone National Park 
ecosystem) 
http://www.waldorflibrary.org/  (Parent suggested) 
  
If you have a resource that you have found extremely helpful and would like to share with your Brightways Global 
Family members, send it along and I will include it in my next general email. 
  
I hope you are all settling into the new school year, and are buttoning up your student’s Individual Learning Plans! 
  
If you need help or have questions, let me know. 
  
All my best, 
Terri Beede 
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