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Hello Shaema,

Thank you for the congratulations.  It has been a busy, emotional and fun week!  We had family and friends come from California, North Dakota and Idaho (the last group finally left, whew!)  Brock is our last child to graduate, so we are gearing
up to be “empty nesters”!  He is going to play football and study at Montana Tech~~ which is in Butte, MT.   Attached are a couple pictures.

 

I smiled when I read your questions; they are questions I’ve asked myself over the years and have seen many books written regarding those topics!

I do believe there are big distinctions in how boys learn.  Their attention span is generally shorter and they require more large-motor movements…focused mental activities need to be sprinkled with movement.   Found the following article: 
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Mind.aspx

 

I think moving into the summer season, you will want to continue with structure and a schedule but keep it relaxed and stay flexible to allow for sudden changes (like invites to do fun activities: outdoor festivals/plays, zoos, vacations, trip to the
ocean, etc).  I believe children still need predictability and routine in their day.  It keeps out boredom, helps with retention and will keep you sane.

 

I would be worried that allowing the kids to be “wild” would establish a pattern or habit (they might not differentiate that I can be wild in one place and time, but not in another).  If you have access to playgrounds and parks/yards, give them the
freedom daily to be exuberant there (heck, even give them squirt guns and water balloons).  But I would keep your home a semi-structured environment…using “indoor voices and behaviors”.

But that is just me J….

 

If you want to try and Skype, next week will work better for me (I seem to always be on the move!!)

 

Did Pat ever respond on your testing questions?  The Stanford 10 is a new one for me this year, we have previously used the TerraNova.  I have received good feedback (and have to add that not every student did as well as Shareef).

 

Blessings to you and your family always,

Terri

 

 

 

 

From:  
Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2014 2:29 PM 
To: Terry Beede 
Subject: Phone call Friday?

 

Greetings Terri, I hope that this letter finds you well. I am so or for the long delay in writing you back.  Thank you for the clarifications about the exam.  Are you available Friday at your morning time for a Skype call? I wanted to get some advice
about 
1. More clarifications about the exam 
2. Best use of summer time when homeschooling,  eg. change in routine or not.  
3. Boys learning verdict girls 
4. Will giving boys freedom to be "wild" make them more and more used to being wild or will it get the wildness "out of their system" so they learn more calmly later. ???

I am also free on the weekend but would rather not take your time on days off. 

https://global.brightwayslearning.com/log_entries
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov04/vol62/num03/With-Boys-and-Girls-in-Mind.aspx
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Hello Shaema!

It is so nice to be missed J.  I have been doing a bit of traveling and now find myself home bombarded with the return of my college-kids (plus a few of their friends)!  It flatters me that they want to come home (did I mention we only have one
bathroom?)!

 

I feel for your husband in respect to answering questions from sceptics (especially if he has not had the chance, like you, to research).  How kind of you to give him a tool to rebut and to empower others in similar situations to use and refine! 
You nailed it!!

 

A good article illustrating the shortcomings of assessments, when it comes to determining the quality of education, comes from the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.  Even though this paper was written a while ago, I
know public schools, which have to test frequently, are dissatisfied.

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar99/vol56/num06/Why-Standardized-Tests-Don't-Measure-Educational-Quality.aspx

 

I would also add as a 5  type of assessment, portfolios.

 

Shareef did very well on the exam last year; I will be surprised if he doesn’t perform well.  I found a new site along with some older resources that will hopefully give him practice opportunities:

http://reading-sage.blogspot.com/2012/03/stanford-10-practice-test.html

http://www.westcobbchristian.org/stanford-10-test-practice.html

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mw/practice/ep_4.html (grade 4 math)

 

Brewer Testing recommends Scoring High on the Stanford  (gr 3-8), which includes a teacher’s edition  and student workbook.   The two combined are $50…Amazon may have better prices.

 

 

I can relate to Shareef’s lack of interest in writing!  In my opinion, writing is skill you either love or you see it as a function of communication.  For me, writing comes easier if I’ve just had an experience, seen something new or had an
“adventure”.   If Shareef remembers his dreams, he could write as many details as he can remember, first thing in the morning and then develop/finish it later in the day.   I found a new blog, Homeschool Diner, that has a lot of Writing
resources:

http://www.homeschooldiner.com/subjects/language_arts/writing/enrichment.html

 

 

Some math websites to practice long division, as well as other concepts: 

http://www.swsd.k12.pa.us/baresvle/MathMaterials/great_websites.htm

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/multiplication-division/long_division/v/division-2

 

You made me smile telling about Ameen’s first word.  It took me back to my oldest daughter’s first SPOKEN word…which I can’t even bring myself to type (like pork, it ends in k)!  What blew me away was that she actually used it in context!! 
Trust me when I say…I had a long conversation with my husband J!!

 

I hope some of this helps and thanks for sharing!

Terri

 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 1:57 PM 
To: Terry Beede 
Subject: Fwd: rebuttal on testing!

 

Greetings Terri! 

 

I hope that this email finds you well. I found myself missing you recenty and felt that I have not kept in touch at all this year. I send the below message to my homeschool group and below that to my husband and thought maybe you could find
some good resources on testings issues too. Things are going okay. Shareef is struggling through long division, Ameen is getting reading, his first read word was Pork! (funny for a muslim child!), at the grocery store meat section! I am still
leaning toward unschooling, but am still worried about the lack of writing that Shareef, my 10 year old is choosing to do. Husband is more worried about all three kids but poor guy is being very diplomatic! Just wanted some of your lovely
positive energy, feeling ready for a break! 

 

any way to practice or know in advance what may be on the Stanford 10 for Shareef? 

From Shaema 

sorry, I have not even sent you yet those items that you could not view on the midyear report, the whole year just passed so fast

---------- Forwarded message ----------

th

https://global.brightwayslearning.com/log_entries
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https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/multiplication-division/long_division/v/division-2


From
Date: Tue, May 12, 2015 at 11:44 PM 
Subject: rebuttal on testing! 
To: "northernemirateshomeschoolassociation@googlegroups.com" <northernemirateshomeschoolassociation@googlegroups.com>

Greetings all, 

My husband is away for a conference and got asked why his homeschooled kids do not get tested, and is that not bad for their academic growth (etc.). My husband was not able to answer in a way he felt was thorough so I put this together in
about 45 minutes and emailed him. Thought I would pass it on to you all too to have a look. Anything you would add? I did not find one good article online to answer all these points. Does it really depend on the kind of homeschooler, or is
there some common ground? Perhaps we should have a resources area on the main member website for "the last word" best rebuttal of the common homeschooling misconceptions. We can make it like a 'wiki' and keep editing it until it
reflects the best possible answer? I just realized that my dear husband is supporting my homeschooling project but without reading all the homeschooling articles I read to bolster myself! Would appreciate any comments or additions on
below. 

==

 

QUESTION: 

WHY DON'T HOMESCHOOLERS HAVE REGULAR TESTS FOR THEIR KIDS ?

ANSWER:

There are many kinds of tests and different homeschoolers have different  approaches to them depending on their chosen methods. However, due to the parent/teacher's detailed knowledge of the abilities and level of the small number of
students and the emphasis on mastery rather than simply passing, homeschoolers do not take as many written standardized exams as their schooled peers.

 

DETAILED ANSWER:

Kinds of tests 

1. Written proctored test, standard test across several dozens or hundreds of students

2. Oral exam 

3. Small and brief written quiz

4. Practical exam 

 

We ("Sayeed Academy Dubai") do use all 4 types of tests over the academic year. 

1. Starting from grade 3, each child completes an international standardized exam,the Stanford 10, at the end of each academic year to see how he is doing in comparison with other children in his grade and age. 

"The Stanford Achievement Test Series, the most recent version of which is usually referred to simply as the "Stanford 10", is a set of standardized achievement tests used by school districts in the United States and in American schools
abroad for assessing children from kindergarten through high school.  First published in 1926, the test is now in its tenth version. Although in many states it is being replaced by state-created tests (mandated by the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001), it is not equivalent to most of these tests, in that the Stanford series are more comprehensive in scope than the newer assessments. The test is available in 13 levels that roughly correspond to the year in school. Each level of the
test is broken into subtests or strands covering various subjects such as reading comprehension,mathematics problem-solving, language, spelling, listening comprehension, science, and social
science".http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Achievement_Test_Series

The children also each write a diagnostic exam in August before the start  of each academic year to assess where they stand and where the gaps in their learning lie. This helps to guide teaching during the year. 

 

However, since I have only three students and not dozens, I don't feel I need to have more regular large scale exams during the school year because I am with them on a one to one basis daily and have a good idea of where they are at
academically. 

 

2. Oral exam

This kind of testing falls naturally in the homeschooling method. Any language tutor would begin a lesson by orally testing if the child has grasped the previous lesson before proceeding. Other subjects, such as history, may begin similarly.

 

3. Brief written quiz 

As above, this kind of test can fall naturally in the homeschooling method, eg. with a spelling test. Most homeschoolers aim for mastery rather than passing, so they would only progress to the next level of lessons when the teacher feels that
the student has truly mastered and fully understood the lesson. In a school situation, tests are often used a crude way of checking if most students "pass" with a grade of 60% mastery before rushing ahead to finish the mandated curriculum in
the scheduled time frame. 

 

4. Practical exam 

This kind of test also naturally falls within the daily teaching methods, eg. for sports or sciences. 

 

There are several disadvantages with regular large scale exams that many schools are realizing and most homeschoolers avoid: 

1. Teaching to the test

Often, the grades of the students reflect directly on the teacher's ability so the teacher uses the little time he or she has to teach only the material that will be covered on the test, instead of exploring a topic in depth.

2. Cramming

As most university students are aware, often exams involved superficially "cramming" large amounts of memorized information, and then forgetting about it soon after the exam was completed. In this way also, the student does not really
internalize, understand, or metabolize the information before moving on. 

3. Exam stress 

Although homeschoolers statistically do better than average on tests, it can be said that a student who does poorly on a written exam does not necessarily have a poor grasp of the information, it could be that he or she got nervous, or was
not having a 'good day', or does not share their knowledge best by writing. A test can never be the sole method by which a good teacher assesses his or her students.

 

In conclusion, due to the parent/teacher's detailed knowledge of the abilities and level of the small number of students and the emphasis on mastery rather than simply passing, homeschoolers do not require as much written
standardized exams as their schooled peers. 

 

Here are some comments from internet sources on testing. 

==

The Correlational Relationship between Homeschooling Demographics and High Test Scores.

Burns, Johnna

Homeschooling, one of the fastest growing educational alternatives, is enjoying increasing respect from educators and parents alike. This is partly because homeschooling children score as well and often better on standardized tests than their
publicly schooled counterparts. However, the vast majority of homeschooled students come from the households of their married biological parents, who have above average incomes. Homeschooling parents also have much higher than
average educations. Homeschooled students also watch much less television than their publicly schooled counterparts. All of these demographic characteristics have been proven to influence academic achievement. 

http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED439141

==

[1]
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Parents who do not wish to formally test their students usually hold that testing is not needed for three main reasons. First, they feel they can know their children's academic accomplishments through repeated involvement and observation.
Secondly, they prefer the lack of pressure that their untested students experience. Finally, the position is held that the standardized process of evaluation is not something that independent home educators desire for their particular situations.
All these views are understood. 

http://www.edudps.com/understandingtestingandtests.html

==

 

http://www.edudps.com/understandingtestingandtests.html
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Hello Shaema!

It is so nice to be missed J.  I have been doing a bit of traveling and now find myself home bombarded with the return of my college-kids (plus a few of their friends)!  It flatters me that they want to come home (did I mention we only have one
bathroom?)!

 

I feel for your husband in respect to answering questions from sceptics (especially if he has not had the chance, like you, to research).  How kind of you to give him a tool to rebut and to empower others in similar situations to use and refine! 
You nailed it!!

 

A good article illustrating the shortcomings of assessments, when it comes to determining the quality of education, comes from the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.  Even though this paper was written a while ago, I
know public schools, which have to test frequently, are dissatisfied.

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar99/vol56/num06/Why-Standardized-Tests-Don't-Measure-Educational-Quality.aspx

 

I would also add as a 5  type of assessment, portfolios.

 

Shareef did very well on the exam last year; I will be surprised if he doesn’t perform well.  I found a new site along with some older resources that will hopefully give him practice opportunities:

http://reading-sage.blogspot.com/2012/03/stanford-10-practice-test.html

http://www.westcobbchristian.org/stanford-10-test-practice.html

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mw/practice/ep_4.html (grade 4 math)

 

Brewer Testing recommends Scoring High on the Stanford  (gr 3-8), which includes a teacher’s edition  and student workbook.   The two combined are $50…Amazon may have better prices.

 

 

I can relate to Shareef’s lack of interest in writing!  In my opinion, writing is skill you either love or you see it as a function of communication.  For me, writing comes easier if I’ve just had an experience, seen something new or had an
“adventure”.   If Shareef remembers his dreams, he could write as many details as he can remember, first thing in the morning and then develop/finish it later in the day.   I found a new blog, Homeschool Diner, that has a lot of Writing
resources:

http://www.homeschooldiner.com/subjects/language_arts/writing/enrichment.html

 

 

Some math websites to practice long division, as well as other concepts: 

http://www.swsd.k12.pa.us/baresvle/MathMaterials/great_websites.htm

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/arithmetic/multiplication-division/long_division/v/division-2

 

You made me smile telling about Ameen’s first word.  It took me back to my oldest daughter’s first SPOKEN word…which I can’t even bring myself to type (like pork, it ends in k)!  What blew me away was that she actually used it in context!! 
Trust me when I say…I had a long conversation with my husband J!!

 

I hope some of this helps and thanks for sharing!

Terri

 

From: Shaema Imam [mailto:shaemaimam@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2015 1:57 PM 
To: Terry Beede 
Subject: Fwd: rebuttal on testing!

 

Greetings Terri! 

 

I hope that this email finds you well. I found myself missing you recenty and felt that I have not kept in touch at all this year. I send the below message to my homeschool group and below that to my husband and thought maybe you could find
some good resources on testings issues too. Things are going okay. Shareef is struggling through long division, Ameen is getting reading, his first read word was Pork! (funny for a muslim child!), at the grocery store meat section! I am still
leaning toward unschooling, but am still worried about the lack of writing that Shareef, my 10 year old is choosing to do. Husband is more worried about all three kids but poor guy is being very diplomatic! Just wanted some of your lovely
positive energy, feeling ready for a break! 

 

any way to practice or know in advance what may be on the Stanford 10 for Shareef? 

From Shaema 

sorry, I have not even sent you yet those items that you could not view on the midyear report, the whole year just passed so fast

---------- Forwarded message ----------

th
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From:  
Date: Tue, May 12, 2015 at 11:44 PM 
Subject: rebuttal on testing! 
To: "northernemirateshomeschoolassociation@googlegroups.com" <northernemirateshomeschoolassociation@googlegroups.com>

Greetings all, 

My husband is away for a conference and got asked why his homeschooled kids do not get tested, and is that not bad for their academic growth (etc.). My husband was not able to answer in a way he felt was thorough so I put this together in
about 45 minutes and emailed him. Thought I would pass it on to you all too to have a look. Anything you would add? I did not find one good article online to answer all these points. Does it really depend on the kind of homeschooler, or is
there some common ground? Perhaps we should have a resources area on the main member website for "the last word" best rebuttal of the common homeschooling misconceptions. We can make it like a 'wiki' and keep editing it until it
reflects the best possible answer? I just realized that my dear husband is supporting my homeschooling project but without reading all the homeschooling articles I read to bolster myself! Would appreciate any comments or additions on
below. 

==

 

QUESTION: 

WHY DON'T HOMESCHOOLERS HAVE REGULAR TESTS FOR THEIR KIDS ?

ANSWER:

There are many kinds of tests and different homeschoolers have different  approaches to them depending on their chosen methods. However, due to the parent/teacher's detailed knowledge of the abilities and level of the small number of
students and the emphasis on mastery rather than simply passing, homeschoolers do not take as many written standardized exams as their schooled peers.

 

DETAILED ANSWER:

Kinds of tests 

1. Written proctored test, standard test across several dozens or hundreds of students

2. Oral exam 

3. Small and brief written quiz

4. Practical exam 

 

We ("Sayeed Academy Dubai") do use all 4 types of tests over the academic year. 

1. Starting from grade 3, each child completes an international standardized exam,the Stanford 10, at the end of each academic year to see how he is doing in comparison with other children in his grade and age. 

"The Stanford Achievement Test Series, the most recent version of which is usually referred to simply as the "Stanford 10", is a set of standardized achievement tests used by school districts in the United States and in American schools
abroad for assessing children from kindergarten through high school.  First published in 1926, the test is now in its tenth version. Although in many states it is being replaced by state-created tests (mandated by the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001), it is not equivalent to most of these tests, in that the Stanford series are more comprehensive in scope than the newer assessments. The test is available in 13 levels that roughly correspond to the year in school. Each level of the
test is broken into subtests or strands covering various subjects such as reading comprehension,mathematics problem-solving, language, spelling, listening comprehension, science, and social
science".http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanford_Achievement_Test_Series

The children also each write a diagnostic exam in August before the start  of each academic year to assess where they stand and where the gaps in their learning lie. This helps to guide teaching during the year. 

 

However, since I have only three students and not dozens, I don't feel I need to have more regular large scale exams during the school year because I am with them on a one to one basis daily and have a good idea of where they are at
academically. 

 

2. Oral exam

This kind of testing falls naturally in the homeschooling method. Any language tutor would begin a lesson by orally testing if the child has grasped the previous lesson before proceeding. Other subjects, such as history, may begin similarly.

 

3. Brief written quiz 

As above, this kind of test can fall naturally in the homeschooling method, eg. with a spelling test. Most homeschoolers aim for mastery rather than passing, so they would only progress to the next level of lessons when the teacher feels that
the student has truly mastered and fully understood the lesson. In a school situation, tests are often used a crude way of checking if most students "pass" with a grade of 60% mastery before rushing ahead to finish the mandated curriculum in
the scheduled time frame. 

 

4. Practical exam 

This kind of test also naturally falls within the daily teaching methods, eg. for sports or sciences. 

 

There are several disadvantages with regular large scale exams that many schools are realizing and most homeschoolers avoid: 

1. Teaching to the test

Often, the grades of the students reflect directly on the teacher's ability so the teacher uses the little time he or she has to teach only the material that will be covered on the test, instead of exploring a topic in depth.

2. Cramming

As most university students are aware, often exams involved superficially "cramming" large amounts of memorized information, and then forgetting about it soon after the exam was completed. In this way also, the student does not really
internalize, understand, or metabolize the information before moving on. 

3. Exam stress 

Although homeschoolers statistically do better than average on tests, it can be said that a student who does poorly on a written exam does not necessarily have a poor grasp of the information, it could be that he or she got nervous, or was
not having a 'good day', or does not share their knowledge best by writing. A test can never be the sole method by which a good teacher assesses his or her students.

 

In conclusion, due to the parent/teacher's detailed knowledge of the abilities and level of the small number of students and the emphasis on mastery rather than simply passing, homeschoolers do not require as much written
standardized exams as their schooled peers. 

 

Here are some comments from internet sources on testing. 

==

The Correlational Relationship between Homeschooling Demographics and High Test Scores.

Burns, Johnna

Homeschooling, one of the fastest growing educational alternatives, is enjoying increasing respect from educators and parents alike. This is partly because homeschooling children score as well and often better on standardized tests than their
publicly schooled counterparts. However, the vast majority of homeschooled students come from the households of their married biological parents, who have above average incomes. Homeschooling parents also have much higher than
average educations. Homeschooled students also watch much less television than their publicly schooled counterparts. All of these demographic characteristics have been proven to influence academic achievement. 

http://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED439141

==
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Parents who do not wish to formally test their students usually hold that testing is not needed for three main reasons. First, they feel they can know their children's academic accomplishments through repeated involvement and observation.
Secondly, they prefer the lack of pressure that their untested students experience. Finally, the position is held that the standardized process of evaluation is not something that independent home educators desire for their particular situations.
All these views are understood. 

http://www.edudps.com/understandingtestingandtests.html

==

 

http://www.edudps.com/understandingtestingandtests.html

	3.2-3.8-Sample1
	3.2-Sample2
	3.2-Sample3



